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___ he hmd recently uT hla enloreect 

iKriation become ■ lecendary Agure; 

but nmoni; the old r*mllln In the 

benutltiil snunre brick houses on High 

1 be mourned at one or 

cly npretentatlvea a[ ■ 

vanlshlDH order. Stately and alow- 

k ; moving, with features of cIbuIcbI 

* regularity, he tvallced to hit bank In 

Ejhis pr'me like on arlttocrat, tnaln> 

I I talniRg the tradltiOD* handed down 

I from a long Hue o( dlulngulfhcd an- 

r ) As a child, he had met the atatca- 

: I men who visited the houw of hla 

'. uncle. Caleb Gushing,-— Pierce and 

Unrcy. Cboate and Sumner and 

MAaantf: and he himself was a tnne 

! , reminiscent In dress and manner of 

' that DaniPl Webster whom tn his boy- 

, hood he had admired. As he grew 

elder, he became lmprc;nablv, often 

, ' picturesquely, resbtant to modern In- 

I novations, even when they might have 

; brought him comlor*.. 

. I Change and nmelty were repuenant 

; to him,, and, In the 30th century, he 

' presented to a younger, more agires- 

slve, laore noisy iceneratlon the algnl- 

IM ImperturbabiUty of a bygone era. 

I Oared for tenderly by a devoted sU- 

lar. be survived his early friends and 

the world In which he had (onned tils 

habits and opInlODs. He was a good 

dUoen. a staunch conservative, an 

honest, htah-nlnded. deon-Uvlnic geti- 

tleman: but he wlU be reinemwred 

bast as a kind of symbol ol old New 

England, clothed In the romance of a 

p^od which tm Kxn Mcm ■■ n- 

mote as the.Onisadeo. _ 
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tbe Inbabitaats of 
MBWBVBTPBOT, 

tbese pages 
, ' ira respectfully iDBcribed 
bj their grateful fellow citizen, 

C. CVSHDIO, 



THE inlhor of ihs «iiMln| Ku> 
ttn --tent rrtn ipt. hi prmint 

hiHcriul ntiH. (kHfrpumilii ill 



n tha work •■ (he 



Thinivor; ofa «inle lowo mnH, if seKnliy, •ontlinl.l.Qj of Im 
lMi)ii»,«prHironnirioii<iriiinl>'s-l ntntn, Bui hovenr uirraa il 
>H|>iror>iiiiii ■irk,Iiaii|hi.hd).i«whnllr(liMiririi In hi lulur*. 
•o-iLdn ra 'lienor inrerpM Id nrfrlHiiitlnN. (nd IIm nuiliiv fi|i4 
■olhiditiiirif'- (iiimliB iwfiU sf hit libnr — \iid In wftrcncw in It 
paiBt.hi' •inhlrcixillhtranirki, vhlah b« ftrncrij mivlg in i 
■BDiMi-r hh lirllitn.* 

Theuni '• '■rUn vnllh wcl (runil w nf nillont ■»> nUlrt owilkfo 
•d'illiBiiriiMjihiNlinnuananiorilrir iDtriinio Injuruate, Mid 
Ibr •fili'iHliil M>iiP>, by w1i)«li<Iie]r m #iai>ni|i*ii«l. The poiai>ol oi 
»MllriiHii|>li, tliirfevilior'hHHi^ibsllKiriMt. « ilniMnl diTi^iIfli 
•ir.-iii>,lii|i.r(.|iiiillj aikl bnun-M in Um fits uTi •mijhti p<-avla Bi 
Ibsliiiinrj ufimill 



(BKnaHnrnrious iiir>>aapaUi oTiTik-'ihinfiMnibi. llS'iid i 
nMo-afc-lnlireif *>lnlntakMW(hFput)w;larn<nu, vliieli e 
TMi^ oritrpr'tiiin>fni,iiimdii io«>i<l' Uv nniitioal itiic i|f i<«rio 
Jtif. wB«i>arlimc>Efi Firlher, aiidwiliiol vhitit near, far Ibf a 
at >hai it ruimlD I aivl teafelliecsnoonia of ihE plase ki abiak 
i«|l,Wln(Oir>'Wli>lh-B.? "I'll "hioh 'TBtatrjBOH'iioiiiM 1 aiHl i 

qmiiiHvl vrih vliMnKf pm.Mwauran lian^alnlc pniipcrilr- 



Au laltar alT at' lh» fa-"i.T <i 
ouiliuwiiin >r>» tlH Ir-ariri! 
pwiatHarii'CMitr invir a 
' srioiriKiirt hvu-uqalntikiilU 
•OT^BiP ihbiKh ir;,aii |i»kI w 

iJTvxu^iklnlliirMMotMli 
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ji>- I<M irgi' hcI'MoT prurao' 
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; tlawMr^lign U«nU,/wair7 I, INI. 



Wanlrini awl l«b«h,tl>cn>iiH<;icif ou-, (bcAirw of lunrj, eornip' 



((•houMbawniM<!r,'fl, likcuU), Ihntlhe pnnpei^iT gT ■ inn. 
•Wife irc lin, I* uRiiuulj «oiinvctcO irhh oor linpliliKN uhI pMuiil 
ITth* (XpciMr* oTibM lorn an larit (ml ill (Bun 



batBdnpIr nnwrned III the pri« orinn-li, ml Ihr pmAuMeneii of . 
Uor, bith? pliiH ofgur j'loilu Ivuuv, >n pro|>artinn » \h^y rlM or 
fell, aiNM itig Tilui nf wr ii>a proprnj In •inlwil w 'IrprnWed,— 
AkdlfihrliiiJuilr) tl out iQwn H flo-irUiJiilt, ill pa|<uliil«i (mniilag, 
IH ■■■iMDilMRill'.r awl IIkIiI, Md Uw ihiuaixl (of laml nr 1nUil)n|i mq' 
MWI. *• ouneln-i art ImmuMj •ml prrniiD. »il] bri'rilnl. 

And Mitatalf if >l>rn aai nmhli.K tiirlnut In Uw BnU ilKnMl'o^ 
M iMU.im ■liU nir-Tlril ow |H inmil ii.|cr.M, ., ttioiM r»wnlwlsH 
bm ■ rMiv m kiHif (M •lliutlon iiT Uw |iI*M' m ■UUli mr •tn h«n, 
•■ haw b.'OT cdiMrt.ll, nr llw. We nu« .'■|K'rfe<i*i' a iMcHoni la DmI- 
im k |)i<«,.. r, iml pab) In parorltbw il iImIIm Wr nii«< fl^l n ak 
^aafannl in «kaf ti nnr* ani|«.il«>llf ear niU'c li 

httrMi>ani7 Hka in a ananlrf !«>' (lit mwi inx It 

m^ (•»«« whh imtrr MrcnpH, in iiiuiiliit u< in tlie hone, •! 
*l ka*e enjnf Pfl Ibe ptraam iTdonirtlie Ilk ■nd of (oaial xalnni 
Mfriln,hi itrnj mubiihi, ami no nherc looni rrmariiiiUr i 
kr., Ihr IA.nrT orio.n. I. , nrj ln.pnn.nl par, nT the hwor- of 
••tm. B/ io>ni, in thrir snrpDntF itp>>ri|T, wm many of Ihe t 
t»nk maluiinm ■lopir.l, aiiri nan; of Ihe m-tt 'biinc enlerprtM ■ 
«Mrt«n^ irhW. .i«n.li».l our rerolo.lnnirT «ni,»le, -n,,^ ,h 
nbllflcMbr 'l^' hu.nl,(e,flhrU(iC(mli.H 
-ill ond can C«„. ,1,(1, rtlmtloo ap^ I 



t Ibe dMerrat lalra^ i 

Jtni « riniptp an-l impi 

Sack are ih - mniili i 



kMlf KinMiH his »l 



-noni. wbn haTo 



-■rimii runt, and 

'irpoM. 
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X HE lowD of Nenbarjport U dUUogoltlici 
for the benulj of 111 Rppennnce, rdJ llie regular- 
II7 nitli nhlcb il I* laid our, on Ibe gentle ilapc of Ihe 
banki of ihe Merrlmnc. Cominanding n great client 
of ferlilB coanlry bj mennB of Ihnl nvcr, it rnpiJly 
grew op Into «e>llh nod rank in Ibe flouriiliing peri- 
od of our commercial profperli;, no ten rcTnnrknble 
for th« pious and Indualriou) bnbid of lu cMzen*, than 
for its heallbful and commoJiout tllugllon. Atlhough 
ill barbor ivai ■erlou!'!]' Injureil bj Ibr !and-bar at the 
moolh of Ibe rlter, yet tbe i[iirlt And enlerpriM of its 
merchaDU leemed lo compca^ale for llila evil, 10 (hat 
ill whirrei were cronded nilh Bblpping, and \\r storf- 
boiuei tilled uilh the mercbnndii« of every quArIrr ol' 
Ibe Horld. Thti numerous loreali of timber, tbrongh 
nhich Ihe tWer Howed, made »blp-bnilding a ne«dr 
falling (ource of richcn lo Ihe lonD, and ■ proGlable art 
for lU Inhsbilanla lo eicrclse. 

An a KB-poi-t, everj Ihlog connected nllb naTlgvIIon, , 
and all tbe numberlen employment wbkh commerce 
create*, were carried lo ^fenl perfL-elion In il, and (end- 
ed to gire II increasing importnnce. Bat Ibere nas 
onr tpeclei of trade, for wbkh tbe loirn wis cspecinllf 
filled, namely, inlercounie nilh Ibo Frnncli Wc^t India 
l»lnndii. Tbi* Iniercourte wm conslant nod profilnhle, 
nnd not only furoiibed a market for the produce oflhs 
country, but opened sever*! olber kinds of buiioesn, 
inch as that of distilling rum, and uf a carrying Inila , 
for EngliMb manufaclurei. 

All tbeie circumtiaocca lo much enlnrced tbe popu- 
latloa of Ihe pUce where th« town Is noT siluuted, thai, 
In Iheyaar 1764, II wa* teparnled from Nenbory, of 
which It then foroied « part, and Incorporated by ihc 
HUM of fiKwip&mwT. ' In Ibo troabl«*ame period 
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which eniaefl, ihe people of the (oirn tigntUsed thek 
patrioCifm aod love of iDdepeodence bj contenilng to 
the noo-importation agreement, declaring their abhor* 
renee of the stanp-act, and other arbltranr meatorei 
.pf the mluittrj, preparing the neant of deleoce and 
.warfare^ resolving to topport the declaration of lode* 
pendente with their liTeiaod fortonef^and nobij keep* - 
log this reflolalion inviolate. Few partt of the coan* 
try Tolantarilj sacrificed more in proportion for the 
iake of freedom than did Newburyport, in submitting 
^to hare iU sUple business of ship-bolldlor broken up, 
^ incurring large debU for the defence of the harbor 
weakening. iu population for the supplj of the cootl- 
nenUl armies, and undergoing many ether priratlons 
and embarrassments attendant on a state of protracted 
^ warfare. The citizens gained a little, and but a little, 
\ by prirateering : and In other respects, the to«tn ttood 
! almost still during the war and uLtil the peace restor* 
' ed its commercial advantages. , 

The records of the town contain man? documents, 
whiich throw light on the senllments and ei ertlons of 
Its InhabiUnts during the eventful period ol the Revo- 
lution. The existence of Newburyport, as a distlnci 
^corporation, was but just commenced, when the disputes 
between the metropolis and her colonies had reached 
aoch a height, as to threaten a speedy issue in open 
▼lolence ; and although the colonists might not, in 1764, 
have anticipated that they should be Independent be- 
fore the expiration of ten shori years, yef observing 
and dlicemiog men most have perceived that this e- 
vent was every day becoming more and more proba* 
" ble, because both England and America were aiaumiag 
too high a ground to admit of a peaceful continuance 
,of their old relations. . . »t. * 

Among the oldest papers preserved In the town 
reconls Is a copy of the instruclions given to Dudley 
Atkyns, ancestor of one of the most respected famllle* 
JA Newbury, and the represenUtlve of Newburyport 
fa the Oenwal Court of the Province. These Initruc. 
tioof, which were voted at a towo-meetlng holdeo Oc- 
toher «lst 1766, plainly show the state of Mbllc feel- 
.IJgYt th^lme/wd lio'W earjy the spirit of r«|liteii<^ 
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frVi fostered in the bosom of every little moolclpal cor» 
poratiotf. A few weeks before, on occasion of the pas- 
sing of Ihe ever memorsble stamp-act, it had been vet* 
ed— 

*^ That the Inte act cf parliament called the stamp- 
act is very grievoui; and that this town, as much as in 
t|iem lies, will endeavor the repeal of the same In all 
lawful ways : 

»^That it l« the desire of the town that no roan in It 
win accept of the office of distributing the stampi pa- 
pers, as lie regards the displeasure of the town ; and 
that they will deem the person accepting of such office 
m enemy or his country.** 

The instructions above alluded to folly explain the 
design of these votes, and the views by which the in- 
habitants were actunted. A(\er adverting to the right 
of the people to instruct their representatives,- and re- 
marking upon the liberality of the English constitution, 
the instructions proceed : 

«^ We have the most loyal sentiments of our gracious 
king, and his illustrious family ; we liave the highest 
reverence and esteem for that most august body, tlt» 
Parliament of Great Britain ; and wo have an ardent 
affection for our brethren at home ; we have always 
regarded their interests as our own, and esteemed our 
own prosperity as necessarily united i^ith theirs. 
Hence it is that we have the greatest concern at some, 
measures ailopted by the Itite miiii^try, and some lute 
acts of parliainent, which we apprehend in their ten- 
dency will deprive us of some of cur essential and high- 
prized liberties. The stamp-act, i:i a pcculi:ir manner, 
we esteem a grievance, as by it we are subjected to a 
heavy t.ix, to which are annexed very severe pem^^- 
ties ; and the recovery of forfeitures. Incurred by the 
breach of it, is in a manner, which the English consti- 
tution abhors, that is, without a trial by jury, and Jn a 
court of admiralty. That a people should be taxed at 
the will of another, whether of one mna or many, with- 
out their own consent, in person or by representative. 

Is rank slavery. 

9 ♦ 9 9 9 ■ 

•* That these meafures art contrary to the constltn- 
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llMal right of BrHoofi cannot b« ienM ; and that th« 

Brit if h inbahitants of America are not in ererj retpect 

f ntitled to the priri leges of Britons, even tM patrona 

oftb^ most arbitrary measures have never jet advanced. 

** We bare been fall and explicit on tkis head, as It 

' seems to be the i'andamental point in debate ; bat was 

tbe tai in itself ever so constitotional, we cannot think 

l>Qt at this time It would be ?crjr g rioTOOS and bnrdeii* 

some. 

M The embarrawments on our trade are great, and the 
Karcitjr of cash arising therefrom Is soch, that by the 
execotion of the stamp-act, we should be drained la a 
itry little time of that medium : the consequence of 
which is, that our commerce must stagnate, and our 
laborers starve. 

^ These, sir, are our sentiments on this occasion ; 
nor can we -think that the distresses, we have painted 
^ro the creatures of our own imagination. 

*^ We therefore the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of this town, being legally assembled, take this oppor^ 
tunlty to declare our just expectations from yoo, which 
are, 

«» That you will, to the utmost of rour ability, ose 
your Influence In the General Assembly that the rights 
and privileges of thii Province may be preserved invi- 
olate ; and thut the sacred deposit, we have received , 
from our ancestors, m ly be handed down,, without In- 
fringement, to oar posterity ol' the latest generations : 
*i ThAt you endeavor that all measures, consistent 
with our loyalty to the best of king«, may be taken to 
prevent the execution of the above grievous Innova- 
tions; and that the repeal of the stamp-act may be oh- 
talned by a m3st dutiful, and at the same time most 
spirited, remonstrance against it 

«* That you do not consent to any new or unprece- 
deMed grants but endeavor that the greatest frugality 
aud economy m.ty tako place in the distribution of the 
public monies, remembering the great expense tbo 
war has involved us In, and the debt Incurred therehyi 
which remains undischarged. « 

M That you will consult and promote each meaeoref, 
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aftrfay be nere'sary, In this difficult time, to prevent 
the course of justice from being stayed, and the com- 
olerce of the Province standing still :' 

u That if occasion shall offer, yon bear testimony in 
behalf of this town against all seditions and mobbish In- 
surrections^ and express our abhorrence of all breach- 
es of the peace ; and that you will readily concur in 
any constitutional measures, that may. be necessaiy to^ 
secure the public Iranquilllly.^ 

It appears that the town participated as a corpora- 
tloQ In the ni^lversal rejoicings which followed the re- 
peal of the stamp act. And although the confidence of 
the country in the metropolis could not be folly restor- 
ed ; yet the following document shows that it was not 
quite eitinguished. ' It is in answer to a circular from 
BostOn,~proposinj|^ a non-Importation agreement,-, which 
seemed to the town a little premature. The paper is 
from the pen of John Lowell, and was adopted at a meet- 
log holden March 10th, 1768. 

**The committee, &c; beg leave to report, that they, 
are of opinion that the subjects therein contained de- 
serve the most serious attention of this town in partlc- 
nhir, as well as'of the public in general. 

^* This town has been in ti great measui^ supported for 
many years past by th^ building of ships, which have 
been purchased mostly by the inhabitantit, and for the 
use ot Great Britain. The manner in' which we have 
Men paid for ouf ships has been mainly by British man- 
ufactures. * So that the importation and* purchase of 
these, and ouf staj'te business, if we may sa express It 
have been almost inseparably united.' • * 

M It is with th^ gn^atest difficulty, that a number of 
people, who have for the most part of their lives been 
used to a '|.articular employment, can suddenly strilia ' 
Into a new channel, ' and carry on 'a bosiness to which 
they hare always been strangers. 

«* Hcnce^ though we highly respect the town of Bos- 
ton for its senlous attachment to tljio liberties of the 
country, and Are ready to assist them in all measures to 
which nmdence may direct, we cannot think it can con- 
sist with the prudence and piolicy of this town to join in 
llifir partlcukir retolutirDf respecting the Importatlen * 

4 2 



•nd porebaM or the •oamonUdarticlft pr^HtUh 
afaelort. 

«* And not onlj from thii prlnclplei bat from one !•«• 
•elfinb, we cannot with that tha frequent and mntoal Id- 
tercoQite which has hitherto tobtisted bttweon Qroat 
* * * Britain and a« fhonid abate. Tit bat of late date that 
we regarded Great Britain with all the retpectfal af- 
fection of a child to itt parent ; and though, by iooi) 
late meaturet, which we coaceire to be highly onit- 
jadgedf there teemi to hare ariten a cloud| which ob- 
fcarei the irae interettt of the nation fronn^the eyes of 
thote at heliDi we cannot bat eipect, at well at Impa- 
tleotlj dotire, that it wilt be toon removed, and a mii- 
taal coafidence be ettablithed on the firmett foandatloo. 

•* In the mean time, as jealousy, in n const itutloo like 
the British, is the great preser?ing prinaiple, we think 
ft necessary to be watchful against an/ enoroachmenU 
on our rights as Englishmen or freemen, and to be ool- 
formlj and resolately determined that these shall not be 
infringed, while our fortonetf or even our lives; co»- 
tinne/* 

Happllv for us the British n^nlstry pertltted la their 
Inlatuaiedcoarse of impollcv and injaitice ,1a conaeqoeiice 
whereof, In the aotutnn ol the sane year 0708) the 
nerchauts in the Prorince entered Into the famoas dob- 
Iroportalion agreement, by which they became mutaally- 
bound not to Import, nor to purchnse if imported, any 
Brilish goods before January, 1776, or oDtil the reve- 
nue taws were repealed by Parliament. At a meeting 
September 4tb, 1769, the town approved of this agree- 
ment, voted to further and asalntaln the same, and to 
consider any person who should evade it an enemy of 
bis country, and chose a committee to carry It into ei- 
ecotlon. At another meeting In the same month It waa 
voted to return thanks to the merchanU and others of 
BottoD for their patriotic and noble tplrit in their a- 
creement respecting the non-imporutioo of goods from 
Great Britain. The neit March also it was vot^ by 
the town not to buy or use any foreign tea. And in the A- 
pril following ( Apl. 3, 1770,) a town-meeting «;«^call*d, 
in cooacqueoce of tome totplcioo Uiat a wagoe-loed often 
>ed beeebfoiikt leto tow% whqo the vote er Marcliiraf 



repeated and a committee often wat appointed to watch 
over itt enforcement At the tame meeting, a teiiea 
of retolutlona were patted, which ttated that thit com- 
mittee wat choten for the reaton attigned; and that uo- 
lest the tradera, violating the agreement, should deliver 
up their goods to be kept until the agreement was an- 
nulled, and promise to abide by it in future, the com- 
mittee were to publish their names as •• enemies of 
their country,** and lay the whole l>efore the town. 
The merchants had agreed to permit goods to be taken 
In exchange for ships ; hut at it wat foared that thit 
privilege bad been abusively made a cover for other 
transactions, the committee was instructed to prevent 
such abuses, and to treat the guilty as importers. And 
«i the town thought It necessary to refrain entii*ely fronv 
the uie of foreign teas, the committee was directed to 
prepare a paper for those to sign, who consented to re- 
frain, and to ioy before the town the names of the re- 
cusants, as well as those who entered Into but violated 
the agreement. 
At a town meeting, January 1st, 1773, it wat 
^ Voted, that capt Jonathan Greenleaf, our repreten- 
tatlve, be acquainted that it It the desire and expect«- 
tioQ of this town, that he will persevere with tteadinesa 
and resolution in conjimction with his brethren in the 
honorable House of Representatives, to use his utmost 
endeavors to procure a full and complete redress of all 
our ptiblic grievances; and to do every thing In bis 
power in order that ttie present and aucceediog gener- 
ations may have the full enjoymentpf those privileges 
and advantages, which uiturally and necessarily result ' 
from our glorious constitulion. This we esteem a mat- 
ter of the highest concernment, and we recommend it 
to him, to join with his brethren in the honorable House, 
at the approaching session, if they shall think it proper, 
to lay before lord Dartmouth, one of his majesty^s 
lecretariet ofttate, in a decent, respectful address, a 
full state of of our public grievances, and to Inlreat 
bis lord|ihip*s favor and influence in behalf of an injured 
aod oppressed peopie.^^— 

In the ooofte or this year, It appears that the eorres. 
poadeace of tiM lereral towoa begao to yrow' more . 
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mellng* •lere bolUeo repeutedlj' for tho porpofe «r 
COnfiriDlng and itrengllicning Ihe alricl unloD, wblch all* 
ovw WW U >» neccHar^. The following lelter (o Ihe ' 
' Boiton Commlttn of Correspondence, adopted at a town ' 
meeiloffheld December SOtli, i776, »pealw In lh« tope' 
of boldacu and delinnce, which wu *[»edllj> fojloned'- 
bj an appeal to arms. 

»lt it nlinailanithmentthal we reflect oo the tinre-' 
milled efTertt of Ihe Brl(l*b minlHrr and ParlUmeiil to 
railen inlainj ami niin upon these Coloniea. Tliej not" 
only claim a right to control and lax ui at their pleararc, 
bat are precllaiog btmj species of fnmd, a» wrii at li- 
olencp, their deluded mind* can tuppoie featible, to ' 
•gpport aail eilablirh thin absurd and Injurlooa claim. A" 
rreih Instance we hnre In the plan lately adopted for' 
•nppljing Ihe Colonies with tea. iflhe money tboi od- 
coMtiiollonollj tftlieo from OK, was to be expended for 
our real beneBt an<l advantage, still It would be griev- 
ous ; as Ihe method of obtaining il li of a dangcron* oa- ' 
lure and fatal tendency. But we low all pailence ftbea 
we consider that the loduilrious Americani are to he^ 
•tript ol their boneil etrnlngi to gralJIy the hnmors ot 
Uwleu and amhitloD) men, and to sii|iport In IdleneH ' 
•Dd laxur; n parcel of «onlile« parasUca, their crea-' 
lures and tooU, who are s"ormlog' Ihick upon us, anJ' 
are already become a notorrons burden to the comron- ' 
Blly. We are sorry Ihat any, who call Ihemselres A- ' 
meriksns, are hardy ennugh to justify snth unrlghieoui ' 
proccedlogii thej sorely dewrve the uimosl cnnlempt ■ 
and indignation of all honest men ihroughoiil ilie world : ' " 
for our part, we shall e n-lea»or to Ireal them according ■ 
tff their deserts: By the public print* we are favored ' 
wiib the aeotimenls of several respeclable tonni In tha ' 
Province, expressed In a number of manly, aensibht, noi • 
■uirlted re»olTe%wtlh rei-pect to ibe evil* Immediate- 
ly before M. We ar« und«r great obligatloM In onr ^ 
worthy friends and l.rElhren, who have nobly stood 
forth In this Imporlnnl cause! wa Minro ttiem, Ihal, ' 
should Ihey need our asalitance on any emergency, w« • 
^lermlne most readily to exert our uimoet abllKle* Id 
«»«iyinanly and laudable way our wtadom may diclala ; 



(or Iha nlTallon of our country, even at Itie hazard of 
our lives; aod Irusling through the favor of a kloil 
providence we shall be able to t'ruslrate all the deaign* 
of our enrmler.'' 

When Ihe Kravlnclnl CongreM aisembted at Philii' 
detphia io ill*, the (own made the following repre- 
senlalion of It* clrcums Innces and wiihes- It was voted 
"Thai IhiK townconS.ling entirely in ihe wisdom and 
firmness of the gener.il Congress of deputies from tb< 
several Colonies In America, which Is to meet In Sept. 
next at Philadelphia, it determined and now resolves to 
abide by, xnd to the utmost of their power fully comply 
with, the final delcrmlnalion of taid Coogreai, let lb«- 
jicrllice be ever to great. 

"Thai although this town, by Ibelr vole the afore- 

nid day, is willing to slop all trade (or the sake of ob- 

j taining more speedy and effectual relief, nolwithiland- 

ing, as It mny leeiu more expedient to Ihe CongrcsSf 

I tiinl some trades and branches of commerce may be en- 

irely stopped, and others permitled ; or ihal certain ex' 

:eplioD9 or noD-imporlaiinn agreements may be madef 

vhlch all the provinces should equally or proportion- 

lally parlnke of; untera en Immediale prejudice to the 

iimon caufe is the consequence, this town would de- 

e the fuvor of the detegatrs rliosen hy ihls Province 

attend liic Congress; ih't our Ir.xle nnd commerce 

y tie preserved In the aamo slate nnd wilh the snma 

[indulgencies as that of Ihe other provinces. And Ihe 

[lo»n would beg lenvn to ac^unlnt them, thnty'lbe ' 

Ichief branches of its burinass yie Impoiintlons from 'l 

|G real-Britain, a large trade (o the Frcneli Weil-]n- '■ 

■dill lalunds; distilleries, which are numerous ; and ship- i 

Ibuilillng ^and if any eicepKons arc mnile In tbe im- 

Iportalioni Into this Province, or any particular tonn» 

iireull Ihat 111 it town may have (he ram^ InJulgeocirs," 

B<it hoxeier nnxinui the inhabllants of Ihe towm 

li^lilhc Io|<rescrve iheir commerce frcm complete an- 

^,. ilrllaiir)n,it 11 manifest Ihat Ihelr love of lilierty nas the 

^-^nrxmouni motive, which influenced their actions. The 

"•lilowing iusir net loos, given to Jonathan Greenleaf, lb« 

t^cpretenlBiire of the town In the OoDeral CogrI of 

JT74, eihlhit • iplrll wbleticamot be nialvkao. 
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for Iheir reprNentnlirc 
llioi^b Ihejr ipprehcnd yoar oppoiiunily ol Mcilng In 
Ihat cnpoclt/ ma; be T«r; ihorl, liie; do, bovcvcr re- 
paw In f on 90 Imporlaol iruft. 

"Since the iDnoluKon or the hie Oencral AinembI/ 
Kiril noil Rurprliin^ fatnoiilioaB hsre been •tlemiileil 
to be made Id tbe comlilallon of lhi< Praiince. The 
bilk, that haie pw«p(t the Brl1)«h Parliamenl, fer Ihelr 
' belief regntnlinf;, »f Ihey ibanrdly eipreM It, the el»it 
• Ki><'*'^'D">l) *■)*' f°f 'be inipnrtial sdminiilrBlloa of 
jiidlce »mone n*, ire of such a niiture at to nlnnn, not 
Ml; the Inhnbhanli orihl^Froviace, bot all the Brilhh 
American Caloolea. We •hootd come abort ef our duly^- 
iron Ibia occn^lon ne tailed to eipre«9 onr alter akboi- 
reneeatihe principle*, on which Ihoie bill) hnfe been 
coDflmcled, ai well h the Icnor of Ihcm', und the mode 
In which Iheytire atlempled lo be carried inle eiecu- 
lion. If Ihe PRrlinmenl ofGrebt Brilalo hnre a rlylit- 
All nnlhoril; la make ibeie (latutes, 11 h evident lliat 
we hold eor ealaler, our liberties anil even oar Urea at 
Iheir arbllrarj nil) »nd plesf ore ; than which nolhlnir 
can be more absunlend chlicerical. Tbeie blila, which 
■re deii^ed (o nnnlhilnte oaf contliiutlnn c*labll«hed 
bj charier, and to deprfre n* of Ihow pririleget, whlcb* 
■refoonded on Ihe aliil higher principle* of natural 
right and jii»l)cc, huTe been puMcd, viMiout o'lr harlng; 
■0 mnch ai a hearing on llil* occavldn, bjr penonl direct- 
1/ Inleresled In Ihe ciecollon of Ihem, a* llir/ are mnn- 
NfeMly calcoialed lo in&ren*e Iheir power and aDlhorliy, 
siodpreponionnblj tolesiea ourffcigh; Md importance: 
lind ahonld Ihej proceed on (hiK plan, and we be *o In- 
Ditnaled a* In acqnle'Cf, Ihey *lll eiill thermelvea lo 
•b«olt)le tjrnnis, and reduce u* lo n ilnleoflhe mont 
i^omlntou* and nhjecl tlHrery. The pemicloas nature 
Mid tendency orihete ncis mn<t be obiloni lo all, who 
conrlder the ennrmnui povrert ihcy nre dr»l)[ned to' 
todge In Ihe bnndi of Ibn governor: moil of our cItII 
elficen are lo be entirely dependHOl on fall w lit, bcjlh 
for their ■ppoiarmcnl and continonncD in eflice. Thli 
•Irvam'tance, coniiderlng the manner in which oar jo- 
ilM nra to ba appointed, learn Ibe lobject do unt aow 



that be >bkl1 bare a fair aod imparlUI determloalon ta 
every cause relating lo life, liberly or properly, unleia 
II bappeosto CODiisI wiliilhe flewland ioclinnllon o( 
Ihe governor : which Is surely a moil haiardoua ijlua- 
llon, eupcclaily ni Ihe gotemor aoi* drpend* eolircly 
on Ihe crown lor bis a(ipointiiient aodiuiiporl, and muit 
Iberefnre be eror ready lo execute the purposes ofihc 
niniitry. And in these uofaappy ciicumiiaaces we nay 
tiol, it lhe»e acts arc of ^DfhclcDl aulhorily W prevent 
It, atMmlile logelher, even in ihe most quiet and or- 
derly mnnner, to deviic mean^ to procure a redrets of 
onr grievaoce* ; and, ii* we should, our so duing, it eeems, 
I) to be deemed seditious, and perhups Ireasonable. 
The raelhodf t*hen by Ihc promolers of these bill* to 
enforce Ihem sheiv Ibal Ihcy ncrc themselve* so senti* 
ble of Ibe odiout nature of tbem, a< that they vrere not 
trusted to their owa auihorily, or lo a caoviclioo of 
Ibrir being juil and right, for Ihe eiecuilio of them ; 
but armed ship* and armed men are ibe argument* to 
compel oar obedience: and Ibe more than Impticit lao- 

Siiage, thai Ihcae uller, ii, tb»l we must lubmil or die. 
ut God grunt Ibal neither of Ibeee mxy be our unhap- 
py fate. We design net m.ndly lo brave uur own do- 
Blraction, and tre do not Ibirtt Ibr Ihe blood of others ; 
bul reason and religion demand ofu* that we guard our 
Invaliiibte rigbl* al the rleque of both. 

'•We would, Iberefore, noiT direct and instruct you 
to do nolhiog thai shall in Ibe least degree imply a 
tubmiuleo to iheae ads: that you do Id do way whaU 
ever nclinowlndge the authoilly ol'lhose perron*, nbo 
are cruelly and perlidlOD'ty assisling lo ileslroy Iboir 

,counlry,by aMoming ihe character orcouosellon oflhi* 
province, not being Hpiiolnicd thereto bul In ao erbl- 

.trary and uncooslilullonni manner. 

» We doubt not your brethren nlll condacl wllh re- 
gard lo Ibii ami ctery olber matter, vllh nil betomlog 
resolution and integrity ; and we have ai Utile doubt, 
that ihU will procure Ihe diuolulloii of Ibe House ; and 
If II should, no hereby aulheriee you to represent Ihl* 
town in a convention la be formed of the ncmbef* 
thereof, or any congresi ofdeputie* appointed by ibe 

jereral toniu .la tbiaProiiocei Iberela lo ittlibci»le 
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■nd darlM Mch mcatorei, as may coDdaee to rellcre 
m omlar oar pretent dlfficalUei and embarraiMMBti, 
Md to iocara aad antabUtb oar jott rlgbt« and prlf lla- 
gat 00 tba OMtt solid and pannaDeat foaodalloo.^^ 

Aboot tbit tloio it waa tbat tba affain of tba town 
wara committad to tba tafegaard of a Cooiailttaa of 
Bafatj,— a oaoM wbleb oogbt to be arer daar to tho 
froameD ofNair England, Tba records of tba town 
for tl«v two anaoing jeart abound witb Ibe doings oftbla 
.Cooiaiittaa, and witb tba preparations of arms and ana* 
■ranition for an obstiitate contest At lengtb in MajTi 
1776 occara tlie memorable Tota 

MTbat if tba bonorable Congress sboold, for tba safe- 
tj of tba United Colodies, declare tbem independent of 
Uio kingdom of OreatpBritain, tbis town will, with tbair 
Jives and fortmiea, support tbem In the measure.'^ 

' Daring tba continuance of the war, the records bear 
witness to the exertioop of the town to. complj with tbo 
public requisition in the sapplj of monej, arms, ammo- 
•Itioo aad soldiers for the defence of the country and 
'Ifaa ▼iodicalion of iU liberties. Some of these Totea 
wuy serf a as instroctira memorials to us, of the eier- 
tKms of our fiUhers to procure the pri? lieges which wa 

M Voted to giro twenty pounds bounty for any one 
who shall enlist In the cootlnAtal army for three yeara 
or during the war.»» 

M Voted to further the raisiog of one sixth part or 
the able bodied men in the town, pursuant to a resolTO. 
of the General Court, to join the army iniitantly, and 
ear? a till Not. next ; voted, to giro eich man 7/. lOt. 
per month in addition to the sUto and continental wa- 
gas f Totad to adf ance 50 dollars to each man enlif thig ; 
and Toted to remonstrate with the General Court om 
tlM hardship of raising a sixtb.^ 

M Voted to giro nine pounds per month including 
oUte and continental wages, and six pounds per month 
adf ance, to any who will enlist as a guard to Burgoyne^ 

troopa.** . 

u Voted, to^ ralM money to hire sef eiiteen inen to 
aoff a hi the continental army nine months 'r^^j »• 
ralsa money to hire thirteen men to serf a at Hudson^ 

«lf or eight Mnths.*»^ 
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- ccVoted, to raise nineteen men to serve at Profideoce) 
"andelefon as goards at Prospect Hill.'' 

M Voted to give 100 stiillingn per month to eacli man 
who shall enlbt within Iwenty-foor hour9, 60 sliiiliii£^ 
at enlistment; also to provide a wagon ta transport the 
•^ soidien* baggage to Tif erton.^ 

^ Voted, 40 gife300/. per month in addition to regu- 
lar pay, aod 460/. advance, to each one enlisting to 
serve for the tonn three montiis; that o sobfcrip- 
tion paper be carried around to .raise money ; that 
the town be taaed ecvetity-live tiiou«aiid £, to Ire 

Eaid before the IstSeptemliar next; that the inhatiilanls 
a earnestly requested to aid the toirn upon this emcr. 
gency by paying their proportion in ad ranee, kc. nnd 
all the money so raised go to procure, equip, fcc the 
town^s proportion of tlie roililin reqnired by the resolve 
of Gcoe'ral Court dated June 8lh, 1780.^ 

A CQinmiftee was chosen to devi^ a plan for raiding 
tbis town's quota ol troop?, to serve « three years* or 
Muring the war.* And e commiltee was chosen to 
procure enlistments, and ' i*ny them such a liounty aa 
they shall Ihlnic reasoonble.' And as an encouragement 
to enlist, the town engaged to pay Ibeir wages, if * the 
public* did not, in silver at 6# tkt per ounce, or in bills 
of credit equivalent thereto arcording to' the current 
. rate ol exchitnge among merchants. Itiviis voted, also, 
to rabe a thousand pounds silver for that pur|>ose, and 
aAerwards unotber lhoiif>and; and that two -thousand 
pounds silver or gold be hired hj tlie Iresisurer. 

The «eleclmen were ordered to write to Oliver Fbelpa, 
esq. repre^nting that it wm impnciicsible for the totva 
to Ibmiih its quoiu of beef for the army, and offering to 
pay a sum of money in lieu thereof. It witu voted, tiiat 
the loitn be arranp^eil by the assessors ^ into- 43 classes, 
according to pro|»erty and numbers,* nnd that each 
cUm * procure a man* upon « notice, or be iliilile- to a 
draA from the coronuiuci'ing officer;^ and that each clasa 
. advance immediately money enough to hire its quota 
of men to serve in the continental army according to n 
. resolve of General Court 

Indeed It Is only nece^aary to examine plighfly the 
<own reoords of the Kew England towns to find ample an* 




{Ihoriljfor Hr. ^eb*lcr'a appropriate paatgyrtc em 
Ihelr palfloliNB. 

>> My hritrl benL*^ I Iruit, a* rF»ponalT« at 107 ooe't 
to. a lulUler's claim Tor honor and renown. I( ha* ercr 
bseo co; opIaloD, how»*er, Ihm while cclebroiinf th« 
nlUtarjr aclilBvencDU of our countrymen io Ihe rerolu- 
llonar/ cnnteil, we hnre nol alwayi iluiie equal jiplica 
Is Ihe laerlli and ihe auOerln);) ofihote who lutlaiDVit, 
oa Ihclr propcrijr, or on ilislr nieaiH of aubalileiiee, 
Ibe greal burden of the war. Anj one, nho haa 
bad occuion la be acqo^ilnled wirh Ihe record) or Iba 
New EDgland lonns, knowi irell how to e*timHl« thoac 
merlti and Iboie luflerinn. Kobler recordi ufpalrlot- 
iwi eiitt DO whrre. No where can there Ite foaod 
higher proof* ofa splril, Ibal wji read; to hacard alJ, 
to pledge all, <o ancrifice all, lo Ibe rauie of Ihe coun- 
try. Inalaocei were nol unrrequeoi in whkh tmall 
freeholder* parleil with their Uit hoif, and Ihe latt 
meaaure of com front llieir grannriea, to aappljr prOTi- 
aioa Tor the Iroopa, aod hire teriicc lor the rank*. The 
Tolce of Oti« and ofAdio)* In Fnneuil -Hall loDnd ira 
fall and trite echo in Ihe tlllle connciU ofihe laterier 
, Icwq* J ind If wjlhin (he continental (Jongnca*, pMrifft- 
Itm ihoae more conapiciiniialv, ,il did not there eibt 
more Irul}, nor bum more rcvrnllj; il illil nol rcoder 
Ibe da; more aoxion* or the night more alecpleaa; It 
aenl up no oiore ardcol prajer 10 God for auccnr ; anil 
It put forth in do greater degree the fultne** of lU cf* 
f«rt and Ihe energ; of iti whole aoul and ipiril In Ilia 
common caoae, Ihan iIdidinlbo«u)all oaaemhliea of the 
tawn*." — _ 

The following; mcmorinl lulopleil at a meeting in Maj, 
.]T8&, afford* fuitber illutlralii'O of the«e remarka. 

**To Ihe bonorahle, Itc. of UimnchuaellB in Orn- 
er«l Coarl ataembled, the pelilioa of Uie town of New- 
lurjrporl bumbljr ihrw*, 

u Thnl in (he year* 1776 and 171G Ihe aald lown, In ' 
order to guard and defend ihennelve* nnd the neigM>iir< 
leg town* from the apprehended inia|iona and attacks 
orihe enern} then Infealing ihe eea-coaM«, and making 
dapredallona no Ihe marilime town* of till Slate, pre- 

'DslmtHlaMiM. Cwi. ;. 111. 
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jired and •uni a mmVr of pien in the channel of 
MerrlniHC rlrer, near the moath ihereofj ibcr hn*o 
nlaobuillarorlon lhi!3nll(l.nry sideof ...id rlferno'ln- ''jar^i 
nolher fort on Fliim Mand near ihe enlf.inee of the -^ ' 
harbor i ihc/ comiruclod n flcalin; battery, bolti a 
barge, nnd maile a DH-nticr of ~un carrii^ ;— Ihe nhefu 
eipeiMe whereof ntnounleJ to tho nrun ,>( two lhnu)ai<'d 
fonr huo'lre,! and Ihirly-lhr-e puoo-f-, S ahiilln« aij 
« l-a pence, M by ih.>acco.ioi.,*iipporied by t.roner 
Toochera, and reiuly la be herewith' eibihlieit. wilt 
•ppear. 

" That *ai I work" were probnLIy the meant of pre- 
venlinj; the enemy from cnlerlo^ Ibe hiirbor, ami *r.read< 
IOjdeilrnclionlbrD..gh ihli pari nfihoSUIOi and at 
he aame lime reoJ^rc.l It a aaf« aaj|n,n for tew.-I* be-*' 
lonjtoff 10 ilo,ion ihri In ihe ,,u™er of the eneny, and 
Jor ihoite belnodln; to Mrtrhlehcjd, Cnpe Ann, nnd oib. 
er exposed aumime lowni. AimI of (hi* opi»ioo, it 
Mcma. WM Ibe respectabf* committee aent from thn 
" ''-■I to la'ie a .lew of our situation a:.d h«r- 



,a well a* of ihc works nforMaid; for Vpoo ilieir 
the General Conrt maiiifeilcd iheip •pp^'>^^ljon 



of Ihe a^ld woriis « prwlenl, nn-l a^caiwy'dir 

ftrl «. Hluro hlnnd, wilh R.m., amffl-.o»li.«, wd More-, 
B!id maiolalninr a Rarrlmn there r>r a cotcidenibJu 
lims. The lown, bclny thu! f-ynn-d wilb the coimtc- 
naneo and .pprobation of ibe GenoMl Conrt In ilie*e 
pmc-ediny., fully depended that Ihrir eipenaea .bore 
menllo..ed>.o,.ldbeaeoMo.Myreiinhnr*cd. They «e. 
r^rdngly exhibiled their »«ou..t., which -ere nerer 
oi.jerted lo, n» qnrenionnbie or improper, a! your deII. 
iion*^r* bnve underaiood. Nererihelew, a number of 
accdent^, which, lo aroid bein^ Icdio.ii (her fo.bear 
o partleiilariee, ha*o hllh'^rio prerenled thf^ir oblain- 
H^n'.'hi ^r'' "W!l. iof Ihe «.l|.f,ciory reiiiiu- 

lion, which tbejf apprehend ihem<elfei ju-ily enUlled 
to. Thia they coo.lderw a mi,lbnone,e,pMi.l i „ 

gTZ-iV- '!,"ff ■'»",'«*■'• «il«harged by onler of .h« 



M And ■• jAar petUiooert are f till laborin{^ nodef^ t^ 
^€rf heavjr debl cootracled for (Jie general ter? ice and • 
defence of (lie coaolrjr during^ the Ule ivar, and la ad- 
dilioo Ihereto hnre been pn^ing interest lor the ithole 
ioni above mentioned, and are ftill pacing interest for 
tlie 9ame« tbejr praj that jonr honort will be pleated 
as soon w possible to take (he -premises into your wise 
con«ideralion, and order the aforementioned snm to be •. 

{>aid Ihem'oat of the public Ircnsurjr, and that far re« 
ieve them under their dlstreisAs. 

^ Signed by (lie selectmen, *' bjr order and In behalf of 

' the town of Newburjporl.^' 

Another subject concerning which important facit 
appear on the record;, is (lie formation of tbe con9(i« 
tudon of Mas9Rcliose(t!«. In October, 1776, it iras Toted . 
that the Council and ilouse in (heir respcctire CApaci« 
lies, and not in one bodjr •^rhouid enact such a contti« 
tu(io9 ^^rthit State, as the/ shall thinlc fit for the well* 
being of the conntrj ; and that it preYiou#lj be ma'd« 

.pohiic for the |ierusoi and approbation of the people." 

And here may be noted tlie rcmarliabie singalarily In . 
Ihe domestic situation of (he country at (his (ime. The 
State wat ruled, by a legislative body sobslaDtially Ilka 
that of the Province, which maintained its authority by 
feliance on- the goo<l tense and rectitude of the commii« 
nity, rather (ban by any coercive potvertvhich It wat 
capable of exercising, or ubich it would have been toA*- 
fored to exercise, if it had possessed (he inclinadon and 

{ capaclly. It was entirely dependant upon ihe loims, . 

: every one of which was considered and treated as a dlt« 

) tinet republic. At that period, Uie General Court wat 
rnlher the congress of thete little confederate corporis 
lloos, than the lfgl«la(nre of an. individual common* 
weal(h. When (he General CouU desired to ascertain 
the semie of Ihe people, it was usual to propose tho 
subject for discutiicXi in the town meetings. Such was 
tbe cate, for example, irlien it wat determined to resist 
England ; and continually during the war in raising ^ 
toldiert and tuppliet for tlie continental army* 

So It was, also, in respect to tbe State constltutioo. A , 
convenlloo, assembled In 1777^8, proposed • skelch of 
•ot to th« peoplfi which was so much beneath tht 
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wants and pretentions of the country, that many princi- 
pal men opposed It with great Eeal and success. The 
opposition teems to have been most decided in Newbu- 
ry port. At a meeting held Mar^h 86th, 1778, the fol- 
lowing vote occurs : 

" voted, that this town are of opinion, that the mode 
of representation contained in the copstitntion lately 
proposed by the convention of this State is unequal and 
unjust, as (licreby all Ihe inhabitants of this State are 
not equally represented, and that some other parts of 
tho same constitution are not founded on the true prin- 
ciples of government ; and that a convention of the sev- 
eral towns oflliis county, by their delegates, will have 
a probable tendency to rel'orm tlio sanie,ngree»l»ly to 
the naturnl righu of mankind and the true principles of 

government* 

** Voted, that the selectmen be de*iri»d, in behalf and 
in thf nam? of the lown, to write circular letters to tho 
teveral to.vns within the county, proposing a conven- 
tion of those towns by their delegates, to be holden at 
tuch time and place at the selectmen thall think prop- 
er : in said circular letters to propose to each of the 
towns aforesaid, to send the like number of delegates 
to said convention, as the tame towns have by law ri^hl' 
to send representatives to the General Court.^' 

Accordingly Ihe most eminent citix<»ns of this ancient 
and lending connty aMembled at ipMvich and inslitnted 
an elaborate examinnilon of the intended constitution, 
which was printed, with the title of the Essex Result. 
The eflect of this pamphlet, which is attributed to the 
mighty mind of Theophllut Parsons, tiien resident In 

{Newburyport, was perl'ectly decisive of the question 
This town unanimously voted to reject the proposed 
form of government; and suggested the expediency of 
calling a new convention for the solo purpose of fram- 
ing a comtitntion more worthy of Massachu^tU. • 
V This convention It was, which formed our constitution. 
It has freqiiently been said that this Instrument was the 
frnlt of compromise. Manifest proof of this exists in the 
records of Newboryport# The vote accepting the con- 
stitution, ader criticising various parts of the coasllto- 
tioO| and proposing amendments, concludes as follows : 

B 4 ' 
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H The tow D then roted thai (heir former delegifei, 
be desired to tttend the convention et their adjourn- 
ment, on the first Wednesday in June next* and *iis« 
tlielr endearors to obtain the sereral alterallons and 
amendments aforesaid, especially the four first ascntloa- 
ed, as far as the/ may fidd it prudent. But if Ihii cao« 
not be effected, jet considering that, from^ Tariety of 
•pinions generally formed on matters of an intereslinf 
nature, by means of prejudices arising from edncalion, 
and influence of intereitf, and rarious other causee, It Is 
not to be expected that a form of government should : 
ever be devised that will be agreeable to all the mem- 
bers of the community, and that consequentiy mntnal 
conceasions most be made r-consjdering further the ne- 
cessity of a speedy establishment of a form of govern- 
ment for this State, and that provision is made by the • 
one now proposed for a reviiiion of tfie same at a fntore 
period ; end esteeming it in general a wise end good 
one ; the town do vote and declare their approbatloo^f 
the same in its present form.** 
These eilracts on the subject of our revolotionafj • 
t histonr cannot be more appropriately coocloded thno •. 

;^ with the address written by Theophilos Persona and de- 
y^? Ilvered to Gen. Waihiogton In Octoberi 1199^ and Iht 
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'naawer of tiie Prepident. 
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To tkt PruidM ^/iht Uniiid 8lQi$$, 



M When, by the nnanimouf suffrages of your coon* 
trymen, you were called to preside over their pnbNe 
councils, the citizens of the town of Newburyport par- 
ticipated in the general joy, that arose from antiolpeting 
an administration, conducted by the man, to whose wis- 
dom and valor they owed their liberties. 

M Pleating were the reflections, that he, whO| by thu 
blessing of heaven, had given them their independence^ . 
would again relinquinh.the felicities of domestie retire- 
ment, to teach them its just value. 

M They have seen you victorious leave the field, fol- 
lowed by the applauses of a grateful country ; and they 
BOW aee you entwining the olive with the laurel, and ; 
la paace, glf Ing aecurlty to a peoploi wheal hi wac. 
jeuc^ftrad with glory* 
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«i At the present moment they Indulge themselves in 
sentiments of joy, resulting from a principle, perhaps • 
less elevated, but exceedingly dear to their hearts ;-- 
from a gratification of their affection, in bchoiding per- 
sonally among them the irleivdy the benefactor, nod the 
father of their country. 

M They cannot hope, sir, to exhibit any peculiar 
marks of attachment to vour person; for, could Ihey ex- 
press their feelings of the most ardent and sincere grat- 
itude, they would only repeat the sentiments, which are 
deeply impressed upon the hearts of all their fellow 
citizens : but in justice to themselves they beg leave 
to assure you that, in no part of the United States, are 
those sentiments of gratitude and affection more cordial 
and animated, than in the town,, which at this time ia* 
honored with your presence. 

M Long, sir, may you continue the ornament and sup- 
port of these States ; and may the period be late, when 
you shall be called to receive a reward, adequate to 
your virtues, which it is not In the power of your coun- 
try to bestow." 

«« To thi cUiMU ofihitomn of /ffwhuryporf,. 
•*OcirruBMCir : 

«* The demonstrations of respect and affection, which 
you are pleased to pay to an indlvidoal, whose hiffhest 
pivtension is to rank as your fellow citizen, are of a na- 
ture too distinguished, not to claim the warmest return . 
that gratitude can make. 

M My endeavors to be uteful to my country have been • 
BO more than the result of conscious duty :— regarde 
like yoor^s would reward services of the highont csiima- 
tion and sacrifice. Yet it is due to my feelings that I . 
should tell vou those regards are received with esteem, . 
and replied to with sincerity^ 

Min visiting the town of Newburyport I hnve obeyed 
a favorite Inclination, and I am much gralified by jhn 
Indulgence. In expressing a sincere «ti^h for its pVos- 
perily, end the happiness of its inhahlt ants, 1 do justioa 
to n^ own aentiments and their merii." 

•* 81gped|' 0. WA«iiiKQToa." * 

The preeperity of Newburyport continued steadily 
ta.iaGEeaH after the constitution at the United Stateer 




knUl^nl. firmly n.pporled Wa.hi.igton In hi" dHpUT 

the wnri coMeq.ient do rl.« Frn,.cl, rev«Hulfon/ of .U 
rimouj procUm^lioa of oPiitwIii. in 1791 uL, ""V 

di.pn..d .,.. mo,, w, i«£; vSt. '^,r« 

p«««d ihe (ollo„mg „p,„i„„ „ , iorportll* ! ' 

"loted unn,„mo«,ly, Th«l in (he opinion of Hi|. 
to»n, Ihe n-»ulr-liry oi ihe UrUe.i Suiw. Taring ihe 

Europe, r, conWilcn. wlih ||,e honnAod goid Wlh of 

^Ung between ihe IFnlled Suie,, .nd ,«y U i|,„e po„. 

fhe uirnwi i,nporl«..ce (0 ibe be.i inlere.li wd hapoi- 

neM nr our country, •^'^ 

" Voled uninlmausly, Thnl Jn Ihe opinion ol'lj.l, l„-n 

Ihe I, e prochmMl.-n ol .he P,e,ijj„., rtecte ,nV ,h« 

entling Iron. hl> nr.lenl ..(lertlon for hi. fello,rM:itizeni, 
SShS'S irZ'. ^''"•'" """'""' '"' """ J-' 
«l"L?'' """"':!'?;"'.';' Th«Ue the opinion ofihl. lo,rn, 
■ny Inrncllon o( lUe h»»» of neulroliu. bv ..nt of rlJ 
clll««,or Ihe U..i.ed Stale, fining i;.,/of I'lni in! 

or .uhjerr. of -iiher ..f (he Mligerent po..er. "ruJ^. 
««nlly en-Nglni in .ucb «.,|.e. mtl nshimlly tend lo 
injure e*enli,(|y the Bgrlcullnn.:, m«,y|«iu,|„g, .nj 
cammercl.l inlereM* ul ibl< country." 

OreM Brlmin, k-.l ihem into m.n v nfcgre-inn. on enr neu- 
Lelrliht.; nnd ih... Inrf.iceJ Co.igre*. to prnvl.te nn 
rh';^.7„"i u' V'" '•";'"""' ■""trc.h.n of ««r commerce, 
Ihe n.e«,ufc, nnil Hwlnrinff ihelr opIxU ilml h ou"hl 
10 b« eonilnned u long h. li.e public eilijeBciei re 
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ftll of nw, a irtoilODl gloom wu tbro^D 



•rer Iho lotfn by the inlrodiicllon of the .mall-, 
■mons its Inhnhlland. Only about tivcniy person, clte^ 
It, owing to (he vlglinnce and prccnullon Ufed la check 
ll. prngre... Dot the cofulemnllon occMloned at that ' 
time hy the pretence of lhl< ffllal nai loalliMtne oi.la- 
dy can hurJIy be rcullwd ooir, nhcn Taccination ha.- 
nlmost rellCTcd o-t I'rom ihc dread al' It. recurrence. It 
produced lor a thort'periml injurioo* eScclK upon the 
commerce of ihe loivn, by dclerring per.ont Irom report- 
ing (0 it lor Iho parpo.u of trade ; bat the Blarm loon • 
■ubtided, and bunhic*. rerumed ll. nonled nclUllf. 
, Uul Ibc alHIclioa ncca.ioncd by Ihe ejijiearance of 
/ Ihe yellow fcvor Inllic lown in Ihe .ummerof 17i)0, wni 
\ mnre exleniire and of longer domilOD. Kvin betore Iho 
di'Covcry of the ndniiral'le elTect. of vnrclnalloo, the 
u.c of inocnlalion could disarm Ihc .niull-pok of a por- 
tion ol' 11. terror" : and it could be ei>c:i|icd by .huniiing 
nil inlercoune with Ibe Inreclcd. But a dclrncllte 
niall;;nant fever could nnl be to ea.il)' conlrolle'l. Thir- 
ty-eight pcraont (lied of ihe dlteaie In Newburypon, In 
a (Inglo .eMon ; and Hi ratagc. were Mayed only by 
the ipprnach of cool autumnal wealbcr. <Whclher II i>a. 
lmpoi-ied from abroad, or engendered lo Ihe preclacliaf 
Ibe lown, wa. Ihen, ni II I. In like CR>e. no», a matter 
of dlipule and uncertainly. Dut cerlnin It U that iho 
dlteaie bal In atmo.1 eery ln<lancc been qiille limltsd 
In range ; .ml hai eemmrnced 11. progrcra in aoma denrc- - 
})■ inbabilcd ipot, irhero local can.e* rendered lie nlr 
imi'Urc, and .uucplible of Inrccllon. And it U equailjr 
certain that mHllgnani fever, are erery year ceniing lo 
be an widely dcalrnctire, at Ihe prngreM of Improitc- - 
mcnt induce. Ihe manicipal anlhoritie* lo pay more ex- 
act altenlioo lo the cleanlinc.a of ica-|iori.. To It. 
nirr liluallon, the nenlticM and npcnnere of ll. .trecir, . 
ana the enforcement of local henllh law., I'nr more Ih-io 
lo quarantine regulation., Newboryjiorl may probably 
altr'buto 111 long exemption from Inlectiou. dlnlemper*. 
During the dld'ereDce. tvlth Ihe. French directory, in 
which our government na. ln»olted lo nOB, Ihc in-' 
habitant! ofNewburyport vramly .up|>orlcd Ihe oat ion. 
At a totrD-mcetlng holden April 30lh 1796, a commltleo 
MMltling of Benjnmla Grecnlcnf, Charle. iacJuon, 
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ft^plilta P,„,„. s„„,| , oil., jr. .„j J„„k.;„ 

ifciTi'";,''"'!;' '^• '"";""« ■"''•" "■ f"-""" 

Idmni oniKfr ili« direction nf ihe lonn. 

•■ S W "'•'*• ''™'*'« '/ rt« tlnutd SiDlti. 

lmI™'°i'"'',S°.u °' "" '"" "' No,bor,p.,|, foil, 

Ih- L.T . '*""""S;- '" e»|tf«i liio." *«nlimtnlf ifhkh 
in. oec ..Ion .. n.l,,,.|l, ,„.|,|„, „ ||., h..., „r„„, 

ta ih. „,„, ,,„|,,,e „ai„, „ „y.,, h„'„ b„„ II. 
f.i.',/; °"" ",":"'• "■"' '"' "" "•"< f''"' «■»■ 
Ihs, ,i(ho»«H-.,i„« dtel.™ il,.ir.»iU .ppreb.il." 
« .rftnr nii-mpi lo ndjuit nil exi<i|„> dispute, with llio 
French n,p„,,|i,, t, '„ .^^^i, „," ' |'™' "™ ™ 
.plrtl rf.,.clll,„l.„ ,,|,|ch dieted ,"0., ln.t,;c,l.™ » 
111 """'•'•'»* """l ?f 'fw princlplet ofjuitlcc on lehkh 
llio, "or. tamdod The, |o,„ ,„h ,',..| tad,™., „„ 

™.;i";5 "I'lr" """ "'* •'"" ■" =""oiii-iio»i.^ho.„ 

hl.M n ■"•"«""'■■'• ""Hh"! n ho.,; tHIi.ti. .,|lb 
J«ll.li,,g concMloooon ,0, p.,t, h.,'l„„ ,;„|,ii 

oHr^ .? ;,', """"•' "''"""J ""I •nftlondl,, .. ih, 
price .1 nhlcli we mrw parchue ih. rljht of boko 
Urd Th,,ohnhl,.a,..^,h,. tono'dTVpreS 
Ih. blo.-,n(, or pe«oe .nd nonlMlity, I.UI Ibev win n..- 
•r co™p,.i„ „ ,b, |„„ ofibo., [|,..|„o. ihon CO,. 
.ImtaeJ to „„ir.„ ih,„ ,0 ih. bono,, lb, .ll„|ly .Td 
■h. .«„„„ |„,ere.„ of Ibclr .o.ni,;, Thi7.J„W. 
"the pre.eOt loiorooi Inj .,.ie of p.Mic ,/,|„ ,,„ 
»l.n» .pp.. 10 ,h. he,,,, 0, .,1 ||J|,|„„j,,„, ,,„„|. 

«•• or iheir choice, 10 ro.l.i wuh Uocooilo,. dl.nli, 
SL7 "'."T "'"t"' 1™™ on' common III 
KIri J, or to d,.„.d. ,,r „i|.„.| .b.r.cter f™. lb. 

iiJ .r." '" '' ''°* """"« "■"»"'. '• cooeloce ih. 
y, T" "" ""'" ""loHooKud hy cormpilon .od 

% r..r, ..d M „ ,111 „, be , j|,^j,j ; ™ ^ 



•wntiwn 



i„„Jb. 



iDl<eiiib1fl »1itvB> or a rorelgn potrer, 6r tlie denplcabU 
(noli •tl'Tareign ltiflDn\ce. 

•' ln)pre«!>e>l wtlli IImm iianllnienl}, Bud relying wllh 
Tull CD-ilicl«oce oa lh« irlxliiiii noil p-ttriolifiu of tittj 
bnincli DJ'giir«rniiii:ul,,llii:jr Inkv (lilt occmiao lolemolj 
topk-dge Ibi'irllvuiiiiid rorluaciioHupi^ortHiemFanurM 
ju.igeil tiec«**nrjr by llie I'l-ciidtioi and Congm'^ (• 
pratene aoil sacore Itie imppincM, thr dignity, wiii tha 
SMOOlial IntercKlt of ilie United &ibIc«." 

To nhlch Ihe foltuwiag reply «th made by th* 
Pre*ide«I :— 

To Iht hhabilMti 0/ frnAun/port. 
» GetTLFBcn ; 

The nddre*! of Ihe lahaMtnnlg of the ancienl, popa- 
Ictn nnd wenlihy town d Newliiiryporl, pHuril wiihuut 
• diiiienil«iit voice, at a late meeting, ai certified hy 
your iRlecimcn, anil preacnted to me hy yonr repre- 
■euiallie lo Coogreu, Mr. Barllcll, doc* me greal faan- 

The Ni>lonii>hniPnt and ladignalinn, yoa eipreii at 
the cinlempl nllhHhicha uplrit of cducIIIhUou hai 
been replleifta lyourreioluDoooeTer locunipluiu at Ihe 
hft of Ihe lilcMing* ol' peace and neotmlily, wlieu c»n- 
ilralncd to nacrlike Ihum lo Ihe honor, dignity and e^ 
•cnilai iiilercil* ol'your country ; to reiiit wllh bccom> 
Inj dignity, any rain nilcmpt lo derognio rrooi our com- 
Dion toverulgnry, or Id dogniJe our iiailooal characler 
fruo) Ihe rauh ll nnir juttly hnldi nninng nail ^oa ; la 
Convince Ihe world that you are alike uiiiofloenccd \<J 
corruption and hy fear j llinl yon are nnl n divided |ieo- 
ple, the miaerable flarei of JorelgD luduence, do equal 
bonor to your hearts nml jaHgmcnt. 

Your reliance, niih full coiirnlence, od Ihe nUdoai 
■nd palriuliioi ol'erery branch uf the govrmnieiil, anil 
the tolcmn pteHge of yoor IItc* nnd lorluner, to iup* 
pail the meaaure* of ilio lefC'^UIure and aliiihiiilra^ 
llun, to pmerrp and aecute Ihe happincM, dignity, aifd 
«>M<nlix1 inlereMi of Ihe United Klatei, are all Ihe m- 
iiirincei nbich the bt»t of gOTerumeult could deiire 
from the beil of cUiecoa. 

JOBK AlUMI. 

^kitadttfliia^ May t, 1198. 
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•r A mimber of the iobabituDCf mho lobfcribed abovt 4h« 
f same lime, for Ibo coMlraciion and eqaipment of a ship 
..■ of twentj CT^M for the ote of the natioo, irtiteh, In I be 
t Infaiicj of oor naTj, wat a service of coMlderable im- 
portance. The following ilocumeAt eipiaint the rieivi 
•r tbefe patriotic citizenf. 

'*^ NcfrainiTPOiaT, J vat 1, 1708. 

. MSia: ' 

A namber of the Inhabitants of this town have agreed 

. *to build and eqnip a ship of three hundred and fiftj-lif a 

< foiH bartben, to be mounted wilh 20 %\t pound cannon^ 

.. and to offer her to tlie government of the United States 

' for Ibelr use. They have al^o voted that tbej w ill net 

accept of aoj farther or other compensation from the 

government than an lntore«t of sii per cent per annum 

oa the net cost of the ship and equipments, and a final 

t reimbursementf at the convenience of govemmeat, of 

the said net cost ; and they hnve appointed IM a com* 

. mittee to inform jrou of their iutentionw, and to request 

• you to promote a provision whereby they may be ena« 
" bled to carry their designs into execution by llie cooih 
: tenance of governmeuf, so far as the same shall appear 
•. necessary. As we indulge a hope that IhH Intention of 

the citizens of Newbnryport will lend to proportionate 
. exertions In larger and wealthier towns, we beg leave 
to suggest the convenience that any provlflon, which 
f may be thought proper and applicable to the case, might 
be general. The inlialiitanli* of tiiis town, at the prcs- 
. ent moment, are animated with the most eealous reso- 
lution to support and defendTwith Hicir lives ami prop- 

• erty, the iroverunient of their country, as well agalnut the 
open aitaclcii of foreign enemies, as the Insldlou* at- 
tempts of dom«»t»c Iraiton. They heartily wlPh their 
abilities extended beyond their present offer, but the 
Immense ravacps which have been C(»mmltted on their 
property by sra, and the great proporiioo of !»•• >;♦«- 
nant v«t at ri'k, forbid their further indulgence of their 

Inclinatlnna. H r^^T »»« 1»»*^ ^^^^ • '"*« "f* •^ I^I* 
ernment authorizing the Kxecutlve to r»w:^«^ •^/PJ 
off war, the proposal may be closed without legislative 
■Id. If such shoold be your opinion, ne wish yoo to lay 
the plan before the.E&ecnUve, and wt •hallbe the more 



tratifted hi thU way, as-the whole butioess mayiproba- 
ly be thus considerably expedited. The materials are 
already In forwardness, and provisional contracts will 
be entered Into, so that probably, hi ohiety days from- 
oar rcceif log asanrancei that government patronises 
our design, the ship may be afloat. The beat calculations 
we have been able to make of the whole expense, re- 
duce It below thirty thoosand dollars, and if the otmost 
attention to economy and despatch can effect any thing, 
the cost will finally fall considerably within that sum. 

Among the good effects of the present proposal, w« 
have contemplated that, hi this way, goTemmeot may 
at this period, when so many calls for moner exist, pro- 
cure the means of defence, without actual advances, per- 
haps with more promptitude, and undoubtedly with con« 
eiderably less expense, than hi the .commoo mode of 
contracts. ^^ (Signed by^ 

WlU4AJf BAaTUETT, ' ^ 

^ WiLUAM Coonas, | 

DvDLCT A. Tvao, f Q 

Mosis Baowir, I g 

Wm. p. JoHKSoa, \ B 

NicBOLAS JoRasoa, l g 

.WiLUAM Paris, I ? 

EannzBR Srocxea, 1 

Sam. a. Onf, Jr. ^ 

ffon. Baiict BARTurr. 

This ship was built under the direction of William 
Hacket as master-builder and soperlntendant. The 
work waa despatched with so much rapidity that only 
seventy five working daya weie consumed In completing 
her. Her keel was laid July 9th and she wasiauochea 
Inio the Merrlmac, whose name she bore, October 
Itth 1798, and was manned and sent to sea wilh all pos- 
sible expedition, under the command of capt. Moses 
Brown. But In consequence chiefly of her being ton- 
stracted of unseasoned timber she ran only about five 
years, and was then sold for the merchants' service ; 
joon after which she waa wrecked upon cape Cod. 

AAer the short lived war with France was over« and 
ipeace .restored, the comiiierclal prosperity of Newbury- 
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; port cooUaoeil to locreBse nith renewed vigor. For 

f Um period of ten yean next eofoing)' its weeltli tod 

f population were augmented to a degree, of wbicli few 

exaniplet can l»e found et en in tills coontry, where tbo 

EDwth of towns it oOen so rapid at to leare little space 
tween their iofancj and their matnritj. ; in 1800, the 
population of the town was 6,946 ; in 1810 it had become 
7,630. In f 80f its whole rateable estate was estimated 
at onlj fSjISififtO; but In 1810 it amounted to (7,069,* 
000 dollars. This period was one of* for erish excite- 
ment hi boslnew and politics. Mercantile, industry was 
.stimulated, In a manner the most unprecedented, bj the 
peculiar situation of this coootry, combioed with the 
local adTantage^ of the town. The happy eflects of 
the neutral policy of Washington were now strikingly 
manifested ; and for set oral years, whilst et ery other 
maritime State was ioToired in the most embittered 
warfare, America, a neutral nation at amity with all 
mankind, was reaping a rich harvest of wealth from 
the carrying trade of Europe and her colonies. During 
the lapse of twenty years, indeed, from 1798 to 1812, 
the full benefit of this trade was enjoyed by the United 
States alone. Almost erery flag but hers was swept 
from the ocean by the wars engendered by the FrencA 
revolution. We had, in fact, as a nation, a kind of mo- 
DODoly of this lucratire occupation. 

Newburyport, as already intimated, was well adapt- 
ed to participate largely In this trade and on a favora- 
ble foothig. The town was not the se§f of any exteo- 
sIto manufkcture, which might give it commercial ac- 
tivity, and build it up, as Manchester does Liferpool} 
nor could it boast of being, like New Orleans or New 
York, the depot of a vast Interior region devoted to ag- 
riculture. But having direct access, by means of the 
river Mcrrlmac, to a country ^ell wooded with ship- 
timber, Its thrlAy Inhabitants needed but a small capi- 
tal to enable them to fit out a vessel, and transport the 
productions of the southern States or of the West Indies 
to Europe. Their industry was thus liberally reward* 
ed with a speedy Increase, In this hardy and enterpris- 
ing employment. 
B«t these days, so sorviceablo to the eountry, were 
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•qatrt oa the one haod, And to State ttrcet on tho otherv 
and fooo iprtad in Yariom diroctloos, with a degroe of 
coltrltr aod /arj, which baffled all exertiooa to atop Its 
prof reaa. The fire coolinued to rage twill about tifo 
o'clock lo the moralog, aooo aAer which Ita Tloleoco 
aioaolthed ; and bj aaorlse It bad In a great meaaoro 
aabalded, after havlnz awept awaj OTory thing on a trad 
oTlMid oraiiteenand a half acret, lea? log there oolj a 
naaa of deplorable rolot. No part of the town wee 
more oompactJj built than thin ; none cooUioed ao laige 
m proportion ot Valoable baildlog^ aaerchandlaev^nd 
other property. Indeed the compactneaa of the boUd- 
Inga, which were chiefly conalrucled of wood, aerred 
eoMtantly to Teed the flamea with combuitlble material, 
ao that for a time the deetmction of the whole town 
waa aerioofly apprehended. It waa eatlmated that near. 
If teobnlldlngt were comomed, moat of- which were 
atorea and dwelling-housea. This number Included near- 
ly all the ihopa in town tor the sale of dry goods; loor 
printing offices ; the coatom-hoose / the post-office ; two 
Inaurance offices ; four boolt^tores ; and one »««««» 
boose ; and the dwellings of more than ninety familiei. 
The scene presented by thU conflagration was tmly 
terrible. It Is described by an eye-witness In the eiw 

*'WAt''uie commencement of the fire, it was a brigbl 
moon light night, and the etenlng waa cool and pleas- 
ant But the moon gradually became obscured and at 
length disappeared la the thick cloud <l.«m«^e, which 
U'^ded tte •tmosphere.-The «l«re <>f »f ^t/J^^^^ 
o«t the town was Intense, and the heat that of a soluy 
sommer noon. The streeU were thronged wHh these, 
whose dwellings were consumed, conveying the re- 
malna of thel/nroperty to places of safety. The In- 
cMaant crash of failing bulldlp«, the roartog of chlm- 
SS^lKtant thunller, the Sames ^^^^ J;^ ^J J 
hMTTolam* from a Test eitent of ruins, the air fi led 
Sh n SSerT^^ .nd the feathenjd throng fl'tter- 
li o^er their wont^ retreats, •«^,i<>PP^?jj3*^;l? 
Smes; the looing of the cows, and the confojjd nolae 
!?^irtlon and diatr^a, united to Imprem the »iad 
with the «|ost awful aenaationa.'' 




The unprecedenti4 rapidity, with which the flames 
spread themself es oi^r the town, may be Inferred from 
the following circumstance. Many persons had, soon 
after the fire began, carried their g<K>da and fomiture 
seemingly to a secure distance, and^deposited them in 
the meeting-house of the Baptist Society in Liberty- 
street. But the fiae at length reached this place, and 
consumed the church and ita content^ which, being ac- 
cumulated there, greatly Increased the flames. 

Nothing was more remarkable during the heart rend- 
ing scene of this destructlfe conflagrallon, than the 
spectacle which State-street exhibited on one occasl^. 
Two large brick buildiitfsi four stores in height, stood 
upon tlie western side of this street, and opposed a bar- 
rier to the deatructlTO element, which it was hoped 
for o time would there be arrested In its course. But n 
sudden change of wind threw the flames directly upon 
these immense piles, which were speedily inTol?e4l in 
the general calamity. The opposite buildings being 
DOW on fire, and the wind blowing with great force, Uie 
flames ascended high on either side, and meeting in the 
air, extended in a continual sheet of fire across the 

3paclouP stteet. The impreiision made by this tremen- 
ous sc,ene upon the mlno of the aothor of these pages,, 
then a youthful spectator of it, will never be eflaced 
from his recollection. It was sublime beyond conception. 
The beholder could look through a long vlita of over- 
arching blaze, whose extreme brilllancY dazzled and fa* 
tigned, white it irresistibly attracted, the straining eye. 
The suflerlngs of the families, whose dwellings and 
property were eonaoroed^ Immediately excited the 
sympathy'Of the liberal and charitable. Meetings wort 
held in many of the large towns in Tarious parts ef the 
country i and generous donations were received from 
diflerent quarters, for the relief of the iohabitantf. The 
citizens of Boston collected upwards of twenty-four 
thousand dollars, which, with characteristic liberality, 
they presented to the suilerers bv the firoi By these 
means, the losses of the poorer clam were rery much 
lightened ; and the extent of the calamity waa diminlsh- 
ed« Bnt the iiyury to the towni and to very me^y 1*^^ 
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ihrMnalft bj tht abioloU dcflitiotioii of propartyf wm 
•till T#nr Ml lout I and Iti affcoU must long cootlnat to 
U Mt. 

This miirortiino bofell tbe town at a timo whon tbo 
roftrletlfo tyttom bad produced a complota stagnation of 
Itt eonmorct, and iti inhabltanti were daprif «d of bn* 
alnan. Soon aftanrardi tbo war aotited ; and on tba 
ffoitoratlon of paaca In 18U, tbe neutral ad?antagea of 
tbe nation bad c»f led to eiist. Tbe people of Europe, 
wbo bad formerly looked witb to mocb iealoufj on our 
proeperoot trade, when tbej were finkiog under tbe 
•ibauition of protracted warfare^now enjojedtbe ben- 
efit of peace. Bmlnen, ol courie, was tpeedilj dl?ert- 
ed Into new cbaonelt, and Newboryport has net er TOt 
refalned Its pristine ele?ation inpcpnlatlon and wealth.. 
The coo9lderallon of the causes, which produced or ac«. 
celerated Ito declinOi will form the sub|ect of another 
portion of these pages; and' la only mentioned here an 
In the course of narratlTO. 

Of the civil history of the town during the lart twen- 
ty years, and the part taken by lU Inhabitants In the 
pollllcal afiairs of the period, H would not become the. 
antbor to speak at length. These Incidents are too re- ' 
cent to bate become, as yet, the sabject of btotorr.— 
The nation was dirlded, npon the topics discussed in 
the public acts of tbe town, at the time In question r 
and the Individuals interested in them still remain up- 
on tbe stage of IIAp. Tbe peculiar misfortunes of tbe 
town occasioned a susceplibillty in tbe breasts of its 
* InhabiUnta, and an irritation of feeling. In regard to 
political sul»iects, which is no longer esperlenced. Tbe 
Tiews of public affairs, entertained by the majority of. 
ibia town and of Massachusetts, were not In unison with 
tbe measures, which the eiecutlye of tbe country was 
compelled, bj the Injustice of the European belliger- 
enta, to pursue.^The voice of tbe nation, bowerer, 
approved at that time, and has sanctioned since, tbe 
cenrfoofoorgOTemment. The expediency or inex- 
pediency of that course would not coostltole a suitable 
matter for dhcusslon hi this place. And the addresses,. 
re8olit|ona,.and other public acta of the town, dunw 
daya of exasperation, couhl not be Intrednce^^. 
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here without some expression of opinion upon tb«'lr 
purport, which would necessarily be Invidious and mls- 
, placed. 

The recent annals of Ibe town furnish no events, for 
tbe pen of the historian to record. In the peaceful and 
tranquil pursuit of tbe objects of honest industry, Its In- 
habitants are seeking to restore it to Its former stand- 
ing Id commerce. Success atiend their efforts I ^ The 
external situation of tbe town is unrivalled in beauty; 
the sidfs of the river contlnuslly increase in popolous- 
ness ; the bar was no obstacle to the acquisition of 
wealth in former times and therefore need not be now ; 
our mechanics are as faithful and Intelligent as they 
osed to be, when they gained so much celabrity for 
the ship building and naval equipments of the river 
Merrhnac ; we can manage distilleries or fisheries with 
as much skill as our neighbors; we can purchase lum- 
ber as cheaply and export it in as good bottoms as can. 
any part of the commonwealth; nor will our merchants 
or marhlers yield to those of any other seaport In up- 
rightness, enterprise, or information. If all these 
things are true,— and that they are so who can deny f 
—there is no reason whatever why we should think our* 
future prospects more discouraging than tbe rest of the. 
maritime towns of equal sice in New England.*^ 

* Ontioo dtlhtrce is llcvtaiTpoitMy 4ili. f af f . . 
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NsirBimf PORT, m locorporttecl, wmt compressacl irith* 
te terj Darrew limits, Ijing contigooas to the Mcrrl- 
me 00 one tidtt and being tarroaaded on the other 
three tides bjr the then town of Newbory. The ma- 
terial aeclioo ef the act of Incorporation Is In the fol- 
IpwIng words, oamelj : — 

M Anno Regpl Regis Ceorgii Tertil (^narto. 
An Act for erecting part of the town of Newborj In- 
tp a new town bj the name of Newburyport 

Whereas the town of Newbnry is rttj Xnt^t^ and the 
Inhabitants of that part of It who dwell bj the water side 
there, as It Is commonly called, are mostly merchants, 
tradect, and artificers, and the inhabltaoU of the other 
parts of the town are clilefly husbandmen, by means 
whereof many difllcnlUes and diipates bare arisen In 
Managing tlieir pablic affairs : 

Be It enactedby the Goremor, Council, and Hoose of 
RepreiventatWes, that that part of the said town of Iie«- 
bnry and the InhabitanU thereof Inclnded within the 
followtog line, namely, beginning at Merrlmac rirer 
against tae nirtheaiterly end of the town way com- 
■lOBly called Cottle's lane (Sonth-street) and running 
as thsi said Ume doth on the^eastwardl; /SIde of It to 
the highway commonW called the High-street, aad so 
wesCwaidly as the said highway rues on the northward- 
ly side thereof, till it comes to a highway known by 
the name of Flsh^reet,. (SUte-street) and thence 
aoothweatwardly as the way goes and on the eastward- 
Ij side thereof leading by Beojamhi Noody's, to a place 
enlled the West Indies, unUl It InterseoU a straight line 
dnwn Ami the southwardly side of the highway agalnat 
Gottto^ Urn ts alhrosnM to a rock hi the great pasture 
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iear the dlriding line between the third and fiAh paibr 
lihes there, and so as the said straight line goes until It 
comes to the dlridlng line aforesaid, from thence as the 
said dividing Ikie runs by the said fifth parish down to 
Merrlmac ri?er, and thence along said rWer to the place 
first mentioned,— be and hereby are constituted and* 
made a separate and distinct town by the name oL 
Newbuiyport, Tested and endowed with all the powers, 
privileges, and immuni lies, that the iohabiUoU of any of 
the towns within this Province do or ought by law to 
enjoy.'* 

The space comprehended within these limits con- 
tains but 647 acres, and constitutes the smallest town in 
the commonwealth. Add to this that a considerable 
portion of the territory lies In common, or is unoccupi- 
ed by houses, and the densenets of the population In the 
occupied portion of it, will be still more manifest. 

This tract of land was first laid out in 1644, ^^it years* 
aAer the Incorporation of JNenbury. In 1642 the town 
of Newbury * well weighing the straights they were in 
for want of plooffh ground, remoteness of the common,, 
and scarcity of leociog stuff,' granted authority to 
Thomas Parker, James Koyes, John Woodbridge, Ed- 
ward Hanrson, John Cutting, Edward Woodman, John 
LoiwU (Lowell) and John Clark, to lay out a *new town,', 
which was accordingly done January lltb 1644. This 
^new town' Incldden all the inhabited partof Newbury- 
porti eitending south westerly to a line running nearly 
parallel with the rlrer * through the pine*swamp.' 

A considerable tract of land within the limits of this 
tbirn, namely, Ibe water lots, was then and long contin- 
ued to be In common and undivided, lu 1707 the pro- 
prietors TOted to divide these nater lots, and the com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose completed their Jask 
in 1714. They were divided Into 225 lots, « by the 
same rule as the 6000 acres In the upper woods were 
laid out,' anij^lng to each commoner his rateable pro- 

gortlon, and leaving suitable public landing places.-— 
ince that. time, and mostly subsequent to the tncorpora- 
tioo of Newburyport, fiAeen large wharves, and a number 
of small ones have been constructed upon these water* ^ 
lots. 
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'th% locatioD of the town pretented focilitles for lay- 
inr mit the strceU with r«galarit j, v? bich have not htt% 
flifrtgardtd. Tho popnlotw part of the town rorms a par- 
allelogram corerlDg the declU lly beside the Merrimac, of 
which the long sides arc Water-«tr«et neit the rlrer, 
and HigliHtlreet on the Bommit of the ridge. The oth- 
er main ttreeU ooite these nearly at right angles^ and 
are generally wide, and conitrocted with great neatneat 
and conrenlence. And theae again are Intersected by 
Mher small streets of similar constroction. 

The principal public buildings in Newboryport 
are, a brick conrt-hoosei one half of which is the 
property of the conntyf and the other half of the 
lowo ; a stone gaol, erected in 1826 ; a bricic marlcet* 
h3QS0, built In 1829; a town-hall ; four bricic school- 
ho«ises and seven churches. Of tho churches and 
schools a more particular account will b^ given In the 

sequel. ... 

Of the public Improvements connected with the town 
the most eipensive Is the Newburyport Tompllce.— 
This was begun In 1803 and completed In 1806. — 
It proceeds in a straight line ftom the head of Slate*. 
street In Newburyport to Maiden bridge, and makes the 
distance only thirtV-two miles to Boston, more than five 
miles less than the main post road. Immense labor 
was employed in the constructian of this road, In filling 
up deep values, and digging away hills, so as to pre- 
serve the direct cooise to Boston. In the first twenty 
miles all the angles together increase the distance ooly^ 
eMiy-likres feet :*so successful were the projectors In 
the accomplbhment of their purpose* The whole cost 
of this turnpike was 420^000 dollars , and the orig- 
inal proprietors have received a very scanty income 
from their Investments in the stock.— Taste and the 
•ilgencles of business carry most travellers through Ips- 
wich and Salem, and away from the turnpike, which 
would probably have been more valuable and useful, 
bad It been so directed as to Uke those towns in Its 
cb«rae. But although lesa useful than U might be If It 
fas otherwise, it Is a monument of the enterprise and 
feieof efaBce of iu projectors. 
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The local advantage of NewburypoH as a place of 
. busioess are derived froni its contiguity to the Mcrri- 
mac. This^tiame, banded down from the aboriginal in- 
habitants of the country, signifies a iltirgeoa. The riv- 
er is formed by tho junction of the f emigewnsset and 
Wlnlpisiogee, in New Hampshire. The Winipiflogee 
flows from the lake of that name, and unites with the 
Pemigewassct at Sanbomton, aHer which the confluent 
stream bears the name of Merrlmac. The Pemigewas- 
set arises in the White Mountains, and in its long de- 
scent among the highlands receives accessions from 
many tribuUry rivulets. From its soure the Pemige- 
wasset flows south about fiAy miles to the junction ; and 
from thence the Merrlmac runs about ninety miles, first 
in a southerly and afterwards in an easterly direction to 
the sea. 

In Its coarse the Merrlmac pastes orer many falls. Of 
these tho most remarkable, either for beauty or height, 
are the Hookset, the Amoskeag, and the PatockeU— 
Around each of thesoi navigable canals have been con* 
structed. The canal at Patucket fall is the site of the 
great manufacturing establishments, which have given 
such sudden rise to the eastern part of Chelmsford, now 
the' town of Lowell. Between this place and Haverhiili 
the head of tho navigation of the river, there are sev- 
eral, other falls and rapids. A number of citizens of 
Newburyport and others, several years ago, obtained 
permission from the Icgblatore to construct a canal 
around these remaining obstructions in the MerrimaC| 
for the purpose' of enabling heavy goods to be convey* 
•d by water the whole eitent of the river from the sea, 
and thut increasing the commerce of Newburyport ; but 
thoy have never yet been able to procure funds for the 
Aotemplated ehterprfaM. As It Is, the trade of the io- 
(lerlor, which should naturally be conducted by the riv- 
er to Newburyport, Is diverted from thence to Beaton by 
Middlesex canal. 

Several bridges have been thrown across this river 
at diflerent places. Of these the Essex Merrlmac 
Bridge, between Newbury and Salisbury, about three 
mllee above Newbotyport, first ertcted. In n9t» Is the 



V • 







taott Aaening ef Dolice. It conilati in fact ar Inf 
bridge*, rMllDg gpoa an l«l»nil in (he mldat of lh« rlf- 
*r. Tbfl bridge on the Newburj «l<le i) haag apon 
cbiiiu j Rnd the back t>( Ihe rirer and oC the liluid it 
thii point being bi^h iinJ precipitoui, Ihe plan of (h« 
brldgs 1> a Tcrjr happy effort lo OTercome the nalnral 
difficoUle* ortbo location. The engineer under wbota ' 
direction II km baili wai Mr Timoih/ Palmer, ■ cill- 
xeo ofNewbnrjport, who ilied Ihere lo 1811, to irboaa 
l**te Bod enterprise mach ot' Ihe regularity and beaatj 
ef It* tlreeU are lo be iltribaled. 

Tlie direct course from Boston to Forlnnouth and 
Portlaad lies through Nenburyport- Rut In conse- 
qaeace of Iha Eases Merrimac brMge being Dpnardi of 
two mile* abore Newhnryport on the riTcr, the trarcN 
ler OD Ihe great etutera poit road la obliged to deSeot 
to the HBilirard at Nenburyport, and pai* up Ihe rlr^ 
er (o croH the bridge. To remedy tbi* inconTeolence, 
a new bridge la dow conatracling near the ferry o* er 
the UerriioBc froni Neitburyport to Salisbury, which 
Rill cooalderably diminish the diilaace to Porbmoutb. 

Tb* mean breadth of the Merritnac at Newburyport, 
nay ba estimaled at ahout eighty rod*. The harbor 
la capaclODS, aafe, and CDmmodioui, but difficult of en* 
trance, Ihe moQtb of Ihe rirsr being obatructed by a 
bar. Tbi* bar conaiat* of looite ahining aaol, and the 
cbanoel over it la Darrow and terminated od each aide 
bj dangeroua ahoola. The ^a<(j|_deplh of *rater tip- 
«□ it, at high lldea, ii about foutleen feel. II ' 1* prob- 
ably formed bj the curreot of the rirer, In Ita progreM 
out, meeting the drift of the lea and opposing wind*, 
and by that mean* formiog a bank of looie aand, which 
Ihe airength of the tide li Inaufficlent lo force oul.'*— 
It extendi ncroa* before Ihe moulh of the rWer froA 
Sallibary beach lo Plum iilaod. Thia laland la about 
eight niiea long, and not more than five hundred pace* 
la width, atreichiDg along the abore, from which It 1* 
aeparated by a narrow riTer, which emplle* Itaelf into 
Ipawiah bay. It consiati of yellow *and, throwa op hj- 
Ifae #lDd hito fantadlc hlllocki, and bearliif (carcelj 
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Ab appUuUoD *ni ntda to Congrew tbo laat Mwlea 
Aw an KpproprlalliKi Tor (be pnrpoao otmTtty\og tbs 
barhvr and moalh of Ibe rlrcr, and ntcerfaiolng irhelh- 
tr an/ ImproTeneDti ot the niTigatlon ar« praetlcable. 
A anni of monej was accordinglj granted ; uA Ibo 
qaeitlHi it)ll probably now be Jeiiniilvelj Kilted bjr a 
yracUied ei^lDeer.— Hnch confidence li rcpoted bjr ma< 

Sd Iba good effect of oarrowing and ilralghlening Ibe 
unol oriha rlrer bjr ■ breikirsleT, lo a* to carry 
tb« arbok bodjr of lU wnlcra, concenlraled In a mailer 
cempaM and nltb rrealer laleoiily tbao It now Bowf, 
■{abirtlbe bar; irblcb, It I* though I, inaj hedrlTaBftir- 
war ont lo lea, and Ihni ibe mter be doepenad. 

The coarte'of Ibe rl*cr at tU enlrHBCfl into (be Ma 
ii eoBliaoally cbanglng.— In Ibe lapie of a few /can 
Ibe bar ahin* tbe breadth of the ebannel. The land it 
now naakic^ on the Salliborjr iborr, and /laldinf placa 
ta tbe arater at the adjacent extr«Bil>j orPlnnUlaod. 
Tbe alle of a fort fonnerly bnlll o* tbh Maod for the 

SrotecUon eflhe barborl* nowon the SaiUtory aide, 
tradition CitoU IbaL at (be fim aattleMent of tho 
wiiDliT, tbe pretentrhenncl B^Ot have been fonlo'i 
mn; and that Ibe main p»—S* ^f*^ tW" *»*• tbe 
Ma «ra* Iban at Ipiwlcb bar. 

The chief oaMnl corloalty near Newbaryport h a 
aerlea of limeiU'oe plli, aboot two mllea' (oolb of Ibe 
town, kncO by Ibe name of Iba DerlPi Deo. TbtM ' 
were bnnerly wroaeht la aiWanlage, bnt here long j 
alpfO been abandoned. The escavaUooi are ilill re- 
garded wllb Intereit, on account of a nttmber of niner- 
ali lobe foond there, aone of which are of rare occar- 
niKa. The liracatwie rock la lotenecled with tlralAJ 
•TtcrpentlM, of TBrlondbadet^rrosi tiie light greenl 
to tbe darkeat Torlely, of a fine greln, and toaceptlblef 
•f Ibo neat beaallfafpsllib. The (arpenllne agaiu itl 
ftvqtMBtly trareraed by Ihia reloa of aabettoa of a ihorlj 
bat Tonr delicate and rioaiy fibre. Trenollte, a* 
iilradtbert loabwMancfli with Iron pyrilea, loi 
Uaea of a large tiu; and ec«aa|oiMlly gamehfl 
and oUwr more comnon Bloente.— Tbe excatralten 
bate avptrficlal, are not olbanrlaa parllfiidaHy n 
■ambit. 
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Ut^—MtmUbMtvlMt halllot- 






'i^MMRIMAC UVMMfE SOClBTt 

■"^ ' !I!S nbUtaeT anthorlxliif tha 8«d«tj lo hold 



(och ucldenti m prodoce lo ihem lb* ■ppemnM of 
de«tb, aad for promoliDf Iho cauo of bo.maDllr, by por^ 
laiof luch meBu, from tlm« lo line, ni iImII hare for 
thtir object Ibe preicirBlion of banan life and tbo al- 
ien I ion of 111 mlierlet.' 

TbeM humane and charilablo purpoMi hare been 
pronottd bj the Sooictj la Tirleni way*. The vlclnl- 
I7 pflha rlrer, and of a dangerom ihore opon the Ha- 
coRil, hare alToriled It frequeat occmIoo to bo of we Id 
Bccldaati occtiloned by water. Tha Mclet; proenred 
a Uft-boat t grapplln{f Ikkm to take w the hodlti of any 
penoB who ibould de droiniad j and (omigaton, iDOnlen, 
aod at) otaetrleal Aachlnr, lo it uMd In rettorln; iiu-. 
pODdad antmaUon. Tbue are dapo«ltad la coareolcot. 
placea lo be accoMlbla at oeeulon rcqnlra*. TbU Soci- 
ety Imitated Ibe Marine Society by ereclloK holf upon 
Flam If land and on Sallibury bench for Ibe reiort ofdii- 
tretKil miirlaeri ; and depotlted in tbem BecoMariei for 
their Immediate relief. Bnt mallclow penont, or «th- 
en In Idle iport, continued wanlonly lo fayart and tie- 
face tho hnta, and Ihu defeated the Mnevofent rhwi of 
the Sociely, 10 that in 1820 only one of them win itand* 
log, uiid tbo Society detennln^d not to erect any more. 
Tbe Socloty hare alio made It in object to take honor- , 
able notice of any ilgnil eSbrt made um of by tndUld- ' 
nab to Tcacue pcraont from drowning, by tho bciioir- 
meat ofmadab, or Mnall precanlary roiranlt, u a leiU- 
nony of applnuie. 

The faailt of the Socloty were oblalnoil by •obacrip- 
tlon, and by colleclioM in*>le at Iba annonl meallofi,^. 
lo ISie Ibo Socltly lubtcrltioil two thOBaand dollara of 
lU fUndt for tbe ^ue of the Uaaiaehatelu Uoiplial Cn 
tlM Intane. 

It bat boea coitomary for the Society, nnlil wlUtla a 
few yean, loallend the delivery of an annirorMry dl». 
coono. The penont, who hare ofSclatail on ibew oc- 
cailoDt, are Dr Put, Rer. Joteph Dnon, Daniel A. 
White, Rer. Samuel Cniy, Rev. Samael Spring, Michael 
Mcdga ion. Dr Enoch Toppan, Ebenr»r Moaely, Sam- 
oel L knapp, Rer. John Andrent, Rer. Daniel Dnoa, 
Rev, Jamea Mom, Wimnm B, Bantiler, Leverell Sallon- 
«taU,a«inar.OaerK«Olii. Thehutaddreywat >ot»lff. 
m4 



THK FEMALE CHARITABLE SOClBTTt 

Wn hwlllulad Jane Olb, 1003. ' Iti object h to mak« 
Rf ular iiraThloa for the miiinlenAnce or ffmile or- 

CHM) ibr their Instrttctton In Iha principle! of hr»ow-, 
gt, itrliiB, nwl religion ; idiI for Ibclr belr^ employ- 
ed In BQCh mnoner ■■ 01117 prapire thea for rntnre OM- 
fnla ew- -The aMoclitee, contltllng eotlrelj of Indlei, 
wen iBCorponteH br act orMarch 16lh, 1005. From 
■n accoant pvbllshed bj tbe Socletj In lOSZ U eppcMn 
(l|«t the orlglnMliiamber ofiDbrcriben «u ItT, who 
kid tiie rennditloM of ■ faod, which el Ibal lime emotnl- 
•dto|l6ia Thltwuobtelned bj donntloni, inbtcilp' 
tloM, ud eollecliou et the aaolTenei^ meellop of tb* 
8oe)«ljr. The Socletj bad reeelvod Into Iti aijrian, 
preilou lo l8Xt,/arly orphan renuln, wbme, charac* 
ter and deporlmeol ailer leartng ibe liMtllntlon bare 
be«n Terr honorable to 111 maoagen. Tbe children 
■otr omler the care of the Society ar^ tbirtwa In 



THE MERRIMAC BIBLE SOCIETT 

Waa iDilUalod by Tolootary attoclatloa, Teccmber Mlb 
1800, uid Incorporated by the Ivglilalnre the eniaing 
FebraaiT. Tbclr object !■ to raUe ■ food to be appro- 
priated in proenrlQf bibles oflhe common Tertlon, for 
dtatrlballoii BDHKiK thoM peirona, hi tbli commoawealtb 
« ahenhere, wfao are deitltule of tbe icriptnref and 
caotot eailly be inppllcd without inch aid; and l« dia> 
trtbate (he bible In other laogaafai if hen deemed eipe* 
^enL Tbii SocletrbaTB diligently performed the da> 
Ilea which they andertook. In proponloo to the eileot 
eX their roeant, by dlitributlDg coplei of the bible wtth- 



in Ibaapbere of tbe Ir knowledge and 
la I81Tibe 



le loclety Toied ananlnoiu ly to become aoz- 

r le Ibt Aawrkai) Bible Society. It b cwtemary 
fbr tiM Mrf^y to have aa aanoal meellDg, at.whkii a ' 
dtoeewee liiaellvered, and rejiorU made of (he ptofraw 
■od GMdltleo of the kiitllatlov. 



rirfjjwtei 



Sww«i, Mir *■>>">' 



mm 



THE HOWARD BEJfEFOLEJH' SOCtETT 

WatformeJ Febnury I3th. IG1S. The pieeent nnm- 
bor oTannaal lubKrilrii- 1* 32B, be*lilej tS lire inhaerl' 
ben. Tbe object of the Society It to afTord relief to 
(be htdlgent In ikkoeit or ether diitrciMd clrcumitait' 



THE lySTlTUTlOJf' FOR SAFIXQS 

• li a (oclety of the moit uMfnl and landabia character, 
being eilabllibed tolely for the cocooragoment of thrift, 
Indoftry, and economy among the laboring clasei. In 
deilgn l( to Witt tbofe, who are deilroin oT *aTing their 
monciy, but have not ncqulred luffidenl to pnrchnto 
bank itof-k or other public ilockt, and who baTa not the 
knowledge or mran* rcqaltllo to caoblo them to employ 
tbelr Hvlan to aiUnDtoge tfaemielrea, trltboal the rlik 
of loM. Tfie trg»leet receive depmlu ai low In amoont 
M one dollar, and pay an Intoreit of tire per cent (e the 
dopoiUon. Tbe truiteiu receive no pay or emalDiaent 

^(hemwivet; bai every fiVayean the lorplui Income 
of the fund), if any, afler deducting necewary eipente* 
ii alio to be divided. Depoellora may either rec^ve 
their dividend! temlannuaiiy, or laffer them to remain 
with tbe l^wteet and accnmniate. Thii initllutloa wee ■ 
Incerporated to 1(120. 

THE MARINE BIBLE SOCIETT 

Wu iMlltoled In 188«\It# object k tbe dittriboiioD 
ofthe icrlptarei among fewjfcn alone. A plan b now 
« fool for uniting thU iffiSyMIoo with the Merrimac 
Bible Socletjr, which will probably be iDCccMral. 

There are nther benevolent aHoclatltma, which, be- 
ing aoiiliary (0 larger bodlei abroad, it It unneceHarv 
(oennmeratr. And in addliloii'la tboee already men- 
tioned, a cUh ofaNocjition* txUU, whoM ueefulbat m- 
^Iratlve charity lieDlliled to (he greateit mpcct.— . 
They are the aeveral parbh-eocletlci, coMlitlog ef 
remaiei, who auidaoDtly watch ever the welfare of the 
ladarirlooa poor in their retpedlve ceagregatioM, ead 
aid Iben is ilckneM and want. 
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There are tef«n religloiM loclellct In Nenbarjportf 
muibIj, three ot the coogregallonal, two »( Ihe pntbj' 
terinn, ODC or the eplfcopxllan, anil one of the bap- 
tkl denamfnnlton : olench of tfhich a fepirata ecconnt 
will boglfenln the order ofllme la ftblch tbef were 
Ibcarpo rated. 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

h Ihe oldeit rellgioui soclely in Nenburjport. Tht 
foandert el' It experUncrd lonie oppoiltloD Iron OTer- 
«al«a« pertonsof the tongregralionnl rorai of northip 
In the neighborhood; hut it length, io ITIl, the/ 
creeled a biilMlng, called, 1q hooor of the reigning prln< 
CCM, Queen Anne's Chapel. It ilood on nhat Is celled 
lie Plaini in Newburj', on ■ ipot now oied u %■ 
burying ground, about three milei from Ihe pretent 
church. 

The member* of the (ociety Jmmedtnlel/ icnl Io 
England for n prulor; and the Rer. Mr. Lampion wai 
■ppolnted to nOiclate in their church, as a mifeiDoary, 
by the Eogliih Society Tor PrapngntingtheQoipel. Ur. 
l^ploD came here In 1711 nod remained until 1714. 

He wu inccceded by the Rer. Henry Lucm, a mli- 
•lonary from the same Society, who arrired In ITU). 
He continued to officiate unlii ITSO, when he died. He 
li reputed to haire been ereryacllTe and railhral preach- 
er i and highly uierui to the cause of hit church. 

HU parUhloDcn remained without any regular cler^ 
gyman until 172!, wjien the Rpr. Mittbini Plant ar- 
rlred u miulooary to Henbury, and mlnlttcr t>( lh« 
aplKopal chorcb. It Increaied To'ry coulderabl/ m- 



dor bla mlnldralloH ; lo Ihat diOicultlet at length aroie 
between hi* and the nelgbarjn; narlahet on account of 
laiet; which ihe latter claimed of Ihe epiicopotlana 
within their limita. Mr. Plant applied logoremorShulc 
for reliefiand he promplly gave themagranl oninmii- 
nlly from laintion by the other pariihei. Thii instru- 
ment ii in the Toilawlng wordi :— 

"BoiTON, 2Tth July, 1T£2. Whereat upon iororma- 
tionfrom theKci- Matlh1niPlant,mlDitlcr of Ihe church 
of CnglanrS Newbury, thai sereral pcrioog of that and 
the Bdi»ming towns hove profcsiad Ihemsekci memhere 
of Iho raid choTcb, and accordingly have entered thoir 
name* in their regitter-book ; and that Ihe III. Rev. the 
B[i of London hatli lettlcd a rainiiler among«tlhBn>,nQ'l 
lAal there is a rery considerable congre^iion ,■ I do 
Ihereforc order, that the person*, who have atrcndy de- 
clared, or thall hereafter declare, for the i;«id citnljli^h- 
ed church, be peaceably allowed In their proceedings, 
and muil not be taxed or impoted upon for the tiipport 
and maintenance of any other public woniiFp in the aaid 
Iowa or towDi, wherein they thall inhabit: Of irhich 
■II persons concerned are lo take noiicc accordingly. 
» Gi»en under my hand, Sumuet Shute. 

" To bis mijeihi's justice* of the peace for } 
the county of E**ei, or any one ot them. ( 
" Attested, that thi* is the true form of the original, 
*igoed and granted by hli excellency 3. 5hute,g0TerDor of 
New England, lor the protection of the member* of the 
church of England, in Newbory, and for luch penODB 
a**hnll enter theimanie* Into Ihe register-book. 

Mallhiai Plnol." 
In 173B n new church was commenced on the ipot 
occupied by Ihe pre*entbnililing,and coopletedln iHi. 
which recelred the name of Si. Pnul'* Church. Mr. 
Plant was invited to preach there; which he did at firtt 
esery other Sunday. Bui aoon aRerwards the membera 
of St. Paul's Church and be had a misundcrs landing, in 
consequence of their desiring a younger niinl*ler;->and 
Mr. Plant ceased to officiate there for three year*.— At 
length, howeTcr, their dilTerence* were accommodated, 
and Mr. Plant wa* inducted Into the church In 1751 — 
Heagriid to accent u an atioclalc of Ur.£d|raRlS«i|^ 
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kni lo furrenaor to bim • portion ol Ibo nlnrj trhiok 
hm rtfcolreil rrrm Cnslond. * 

Mr. B.« l.nmodl«t€ly w^ol to Lod^w. -nd wm orJ.to. 
•d by Dr. Sberioek, then bUhop .f Unfoo- . "• '^•'T 
S to 1758 aod coromeuccd bl« pMtor.1 labor* at ■toif 

Vtis/yh. Pliiol died, lo the 62d J««r of hb tgo; 
.n*r whkh Mr. Ban look ch.rw "' ^.f \P«','«»'"' ,«^ 
ttoiiinc to officWc twice in ench roonjt, U^ tote tine^ 
to thJcbepel. Batm 1160, the Chapel h.fl.ir be- 

Inf, ^«nrer to the other choroh, It naf agreed wav all 
flionld KstomMe at St. PnulV. . ' ,,.„„u ert- am 
Mr. Dan c!Iicl-.t«d »^ rector of h" 5''°'^''. ^^L^ 
rear-, tic rras bc.ni »t PorchcMcr In this S.a. ^.TNo'^m- 

icr 23d l«6, and gradoaled at "-p"''',^°;,'2t,r? 
17 14 From Ihi* period outil he re.:eiveJ his master • 
dfzwe hr"asWagcd in the bstrtiction of • 'cWl— 
ffi nVantll 1751 he re.Wcd .1 the Co U-ge, at end- 

EjTo the study of theology, and of •';"""« 'VKlS 
U««t pnlpil- in the co.«ri(r..t»onal ch«'^^h«. He «- 
erdttine^ to n5«, and enlered 'M^o" «»•; «fc«rK« »[ »'• 

Paul's Church the samo yat, a« •>«•"*>.'' 'til ihijl 
• tiKB nnlverMly of PenPfjWaola cooferrcd oo hl« the de- 
J*e offie'r in divlnlly. In HOC he^a. «"«««-o««J; 
fleeted, at a cooTenlloo of the protestant ep. copal 
Surcb of MaMachoselts, to be 'hclrbl^bop; and was 
Swccraled In Chrlst^borch May 7lh 1797, by the blth- 
STof Pennsylvania, Kev, YorkjT^nd Marykwd. He 
JL ,fterwa«6 elected btohj.p of the ep|,cop. chorchci 
to Rhode Island and New Hampshire. He «»o'' » »»» 
te*n September 10th 1803, In the 76th year of his age. 
He lived onlTonally esteemed as • a sound dWIne, acrll- 
Si XSr,>n a4mpU,hed.genlleman, and « 

phry ehrlstl»o.'-He was remarkable In Pf«»«« ""* 

«. urbanity and ••'*««/ of «*•"?:?'• •?l*'i!A'r 
charse of all the duties Incumbent on bIm •" ^WJ^''^ 
. nl s4ui relation* i and as a clergyman and ^J^^J faT 
Hitoent for bis faltbfu attenlloo <• •" ^'* «£ teonk 
tlont, by whkh be gained the affection of bl* people, 

Md the feneration of the community. 

Bh society suffered from Ttrlou* and eppotlU eaiset 



|iWilffF*we i ii i i wwii iii w ii w ii <.i»u ■ 



.47 

'during the revolntioo ; but when peace was restored, U 
rocovureJ from It* embarrasmcnl*. A new chucrch 
was erected in 1000, upon the site of the old one, In 

: which the society now worship. During the time oc- 
cupied in Its erection, from April to October, they as- 
sembled lo the church belonging to the secooJ Pretby • 
lerian Society, lo token bi gratitude for this favor, 

k the epiKopal church presented to that society a band- 
some piece of plate. 

Bishop Bats, was succeeded by the present incumbent, 
the Rev. James Morss, who became rector of the church 
in November 1803. Priest's order were confermd on 
.bim in June 1804, by bishop Moore of New York.* 

T/IE FIRST RELIGIOUS SOCIETF 

- In Ncivbanrport wu formed in 1725, ooi of the Flctt 
Parish in Netvbnry. The following is a copj of the 
act of incorporation as fonnd in the rcconis of the 
Societjr. 

*( At a Oreale and Oenaml Court or Atscmbley of bit 
Majesties Proatnce,of IheMnsfiachosettsDay New-Eng- 
land, Held Nouember 3, 1723, Samoel Thaxter, £sq. 
frosQ tbo Comity, of both Uonses on the Petition of sev- 
aral Inhabitants of Newbury first Parl»h| Qann hi the 
following Report, tIz. : 

/« Pursuant to an order of the Geoaral Court at thair 
Session in Nouember 1725, in answer to the Petition of 
the westerly part of the old Parish in Newbury order- 
ing us the subscriburs to tIow the scituation of the Pe- 
ticiooers at well as the other part of the first Parish fn 
Newbury, E>pesially where the middle dioidinff Line is 
Proposed and to hear the parties therein, Conferred 
and make Report thereon ; 

In obediance to the said order upon the first ^^7 of 
December Cumt we Repaired to Newbury and haoing 
Notified the Persons Concemd, we Vewd the seuarall 
parts of the old Preslnct and tbo Land of the new pro- 
posed Parish and Report as follows. That the Lane call- 

• Thh awwint it dcriffd ff^i > pHiitfd Senasn dtUfCfCd Ij B«t. 
|ir. Iklom iB St. PMlli Gh««h, Jib. iifc, nil* 



mmmmm 



ei Chindlcn Lane shall be ihe dluidln^ Line belireea 
the old ofld new Firisliei, and to conliaue ai the olJ or 
tint Fariih has iilredy granted on the olneleenth of 
June 173!. Bui in >u much ai eight rnmillei that I1t« 
D«ar Ihe said llae nnd on the south siita there el', lix, 
Edward Sargnnt, Jami Crocker. Isnac Hall, Joseph 
SwKiey, Stephen I'resson, William Allen, John Oreen- 
life, jun. and Isanc Mirickc have desired to be net to the 
' Nen Parish, and som ol'thcn) have been it charge in 
building the Nevr Meeilog Houie, iheComil; ere hum- 
bly efoploion that the said eight ramilici with their ei- 
lali adjoining shall be set oi the neir Parish during the 
' Court! pteaiure. Alio nhcre as there h a comidrable 
nnmber of I'amilics on the Northerly Side oftheNcir 
Meeting House, that hare cnlred Ihair dccenls against 
being joined to llie New Parish, Ihe Comity are of 
opinion that thay be Joined to Ihe Nen Pariah, Pro- 
nided the laid Parish do accomodnle Ihem with autabel 
Fena, or Seals Tor tbnir reception, wiihoul Ibalr being 
■at any Charge thcreror. December B, 1726 : William 
Rogers, Daniel Epet, Samuel Thatter, Thomas Choal, 
Spencer Phips. 

" In Counsel rend and ordered that Ihii Report be ac- 
cepted, and that the Lnnd nithin the Boendt In the said 
Report Discribed, be sell ol a distinct and seprate Pre- 
cinct, and Ihatlbe JnbRbiiaocc Ihereor be vested nitb 
the potven and Priollcges that the Inhabitants of other 
frecincis are Vested nilh ; 

" In the House of Kepresenlntiues Read and Concurd. 
Consented to : William Dunsmcr." 

The Society were organized pursuant to this act In 
the itinler ofl736-6, and made choice orKer. John 
Leirell, (originally spelt LoitIc,) tor their paator.-^ 
He was ordained January tOlh, 1726. The parish vot* 
fixing his ■n]ai7 was In the roliooing words : 

" Voted that whereas i«e have made choice of nod 
called Ihe fler. Mr. John Lowell lo letlle with ns In 
the work or the ministry, lor his encouragement lo un- 
der take and ing^ge there In, ne will pay him oiM 
hundred nnd thirty pounds per year in bills of credit 
or such other current pauabic money as shall be eqalf- 
■l«at to 0B« hundred and Ihirt; poaodt of Hlfrnt h( lis- 



teen shilling* perennce, In caw he shall kIIIq wUh ui 
in the minislry, and Ihat we will add twenty pounds to 
hh salary aAer two yean from the dnio hereof, of lik« 
nonoy, lo be paid nnnually, so long as he the Mid Mr. 
John Lonell shall cootlnne la the work of the miaiitrjr 
among IIS." 

" Voted, alio, Ihat we will proTide a panonage hooM, 
or give him two hundred poueds, in bills of credit, to ' 
enable him lo provide a house for himself, on condlllon 
of his sellling and continuing with us as above laid, 10 
be at bi« ch.irge." 

In May 1727, It was voted lo purchase a bell weigh- 
ing lour hondred pounds.— And in Ihe same year it ap- 
pears thni the practice of ringing n bell et nine o'clock 
In the evening wai commenced. 

In (he parl>h record* of ihli Society, votes are con- 
llnoally occurring in rerpect to Ihe schools which wert 
under the direclion of the j.recincl. Snme curious no. 
Ucea are lo be met with concerning their fir« establisb- 
ment In what aAernards became Newbury port.— Thin 
II was voted (o 1730 that 

"Those scholar! Ihat da go lo school to the school- 
master shall pay a groni a week ; and what Ihat ihall 
want to pay the school-master, the parish will make up, 
with what is raised In general." 
And at the anme lime it i[as voted Ihat 
"The place where Ihe school house shall tiand shall 
be by Frog Pond, near two thirds of [he way between 
Fish street and Queen street." 
Inl730, ji was also voted, Ihat 

" The school master ahall have ilily pounds a year, 
with what is raised In the town in the general i and 
thai no children be sent lo Ibe school-mUler but what 
can read well In a psalter." 

In April 1733, occura Ibe following record of Ihe 
mode ol paying the laxei : 

>' Voted, Ihat the contribution shell be continued for 

Ibis present year, and every man lo write on Ihe money 

be shall give in conlrlbulion, nnd all Ihe money ha 

■hall give to be deducted out of his rale. 

.<• Voted, that nlut mone; is girto lo lo tha cmtribv. 
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tjon baz, thit Ii not wrltleo upon, If girea (o Mr. Jolii 
Lsordl for thU preuot yeu.^' 

Mr. Lowell died In 1761, deeplj lamented hy bit pa- 
rUbloQcr* tvtiiMii ■Baclioo and reipect be bad Mcared 
by lulthral deToilca lo their acrTlce for forly-two yean. . 
Ha wHi geaeroui mml hoijiKablc lo diapotlllon, peca- 
Iliirly «iniiible lo alllbe locial and doineillc relatloiu, ' 
ud dlrlioguUticd a* a iound achaUr nnd exemplarj di- 
vine. The tolerant and catholic Bplril wblcb be dl»- 
plaved on doctrinal points nre him the reputation of 
IncIlolDg a mile mora to liitraliiy orieocli than wu 
uioal amoDg^ the cter^ ol'hU tijne, who illU relaloed 
mnch of the rigid faith of their ancetion.* Uii ftnll/ 
were of Welch flilrikctloo otiglnaliy, and filed Ibem- 
wItbi at Nefrbary 'loon eRer it* •elllenneot Cram 
Ibi-nce the branch of it, to which be belonged, remoTed 
to Boston, where he nai bora. HI) only child vru John 
Lowell, BllanfHrd* eminent u a lawyer, ilateimao, ud 
juilge. 

In Jwaary, 1768, the church and parUh voted lo In- 
vl'<^ llie Itev. Thomaa Cary to become their nloUler. 
ll wa« voted to give Mr. Gary 

*> One hundred pound* a year, ai aalary, and alio the 
free conlrlbulion and use of Ihe partonage land," and 
that Id caie be accepted Ihe call, he thould he furalibed 
wi;h a (ullnble piinonBge boute. 

In Joly, 178B, Mr. Cury became diiabled from ngOf 
larly dlfclitirglng hla pattoral dalles by a paralytic at 
lecilrn. In conacqurnce ol ihia an- armngemant wa* 
•ailcalily made belneen him and the pariah to tbair 
mutual latlafeclkn, by which, allhough hU mltiltterlal 
relation to them cooilaucd, yet they were releaaed from 
the payment ol any aalary, and be troin ih^ parrormanct 
of parochial dutlei, etcept vt far M tba tame abooU b« 
TOlonlary. 

Soon afterwardi Ibe Rev. John Andrew* w*« InvlleA 
to HttIa ai a colleague with Ur. Gary ; with a Ntlla* 
neat aalary of one hundred and Bfly-«li poundi. He ae- 
cepted the lovltatlon end wai ordiliMd Ptces^r lOlb. 
1768. 
.•Ut.TMk«^rMnlB«m(a> 
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ll Ii t&eotloned la Iha newipaper of the day, thatTTtj' 
vember 6lb. 1796, the church organ, built by Dr JmIbIi 
Leavlll of Boiloo, wu pal op In the meeliug-houae of 
tbit Society. 

The ineetlng.hoose In which the Society wonhlppedi 
■Ituated near the ceotre of what U now Market equnrei 
Wai abandoned. In 1801, and Ihe new one erected la 
PleMant.*treel. Tha old one hud long been itty much 
decayed. In 178* the froprietoni voted 'To give the 
boute a* frugal a repair a* will k*ep the weather from 
totally dsitroying It.* The Society conllnocd to aaiem- 
ble In the old home, however, until Seplomber 96tb. 
leoi, when diacounei were dellrered there for Ihe lait 
lime by Mr. Andrew*, In tba morning, and by Hr. Cary, 
tn the ademoon. The new church wai dedicated the 
eniuing Thursday. 

Mr. Gary died November e4lh 1808. He wai barb 
in Charleilawti In Ibl* Slnte, October 18th. 1746, and 
graduated at Harvard College In 1781. He wa* highly 
eiteemed for hi* aound devotion, hl« juJichu* and In- 
itructlve pulpit diicnunea, and hi* falthiul diaeharge of 
all hia nlnlilcrial funcllooi; which were unhappily ln< 
Urrupted by diaeaie at [be prime of bh life and raenlal 
facultlei. 

Since the deceoie of Mr. Cary hi* colleague ha* cod-' 
tinned lo be poiior of tbe Soclctv. He la the only clei^ 
gymen in Newbaryport of the Unllarlan penuailon ; lo 
which elaai of chrlillani hia Society are ranked. 

THE FIRST PKESBTTERMU SOCtETY 

Catai lie origin to tbe year 1744. I( cenilited of nsr- 
lODi wbo tepamed, about Ihal tine, from the fint and 
third ohurchei In Newbury, that 1*, Mr. Teppan'*«od 
Ur. Lowell'*. They erected a bonis of wonblp la 
High Mreet, In which they remained until 1768 1 whis 
tbe ureaent church la Federal iireet w*i built. 

Tne formation of Ibe church look plice lo coue- 
Sueoce of tbe preaching of Mr. Whitfield, who produc- 
ed 10 deep end eitenilfe an ardor on tha lubject of re- 
llgloo daring hii reildenoe in Neiv-Boglaod. Wbalev. 
er nay b« itaougbt of tbe peculler »platofM of Hiv 
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Whitfield, cerlHln It I* Ibal hLi eloqneace ek i pmchcr 
iri* Diirlfitlkil ( and hit zoal for Ihe CMUse he laugbl ot 
the hlghcM chnmcter.. The fruiii of hit ininiiirailoD 
here nere grent ami tlrlkiog ; nnd ihe e»i«blishnienl of 
the Soclelj aoder coMidereiloa aiTordeti proof of lbs" 
pcrmiinenc/ of itt paectt." 

ThI* Soclel/ Sni worshipped under Mr. Joeeph Ad- 
iDu; but Id 1166 Ihey were Incorporaled and lellled 
the ReT. loDathai. Panom, who coolioued Ihelr pnitor 
uotll bli dealb In ll^e. He wbs horo In We*l Spring- 
field and cr^duated al TaU college In 3 749. In 1760 
he took charge Bfa church in l^jme; bat falatenllmenti 
being changed My Ihe preaching of Tennetit and Whll> 
field, he wu iorlled, oo (he recommendation of Ihe l>t> 
ter, to remoTe to Newbury. He was a faithful paitoff 
■ Mholar of *iirioot ieirnlng, nnJ a correct and et- 
ijr writer, U hh printed nrilings alleit. 

In 174S Ihe church began to bo auoclated with olh- 
crt In Pre«b|terr ; and ragularly cominl«>ionen at- 
(endedil ; but 11 did not formnll; adopt the conaiitullon of 
Ihe Preil'^terlah church In the United Slath uotll 180i. 

Jo 1TT2 Mf- Hnnnnt becnrie dliabled by lllne*! ; and 
application wotlnade to the Her- John Murray of Booth- 
bay lo become lil« collengue. Tbli call wn« repeatedly 
reoeired ; but etrlog to varlou* caoiei wai not iucce»- 
fal until 176). 

Mr. Murray cftDllnued piilor of the Society uotll hit 
death In 1793. He «rai bom in 1742 In the coonly of 
Antrim Id Irelini) i-an<l wni edncnted lo Ihe unlTenlly 
9f Edinburgh. He came to America In I76l,aadirai 
letlled \ji FhlladPlpbla, and nftcrwardi at Roothbay for 
thirteen yenrt. He nag ■ popular and Ecaloui preach- 
er ; dignified In hU mannerp ; and exceedingly eodearad 
to hli people ai a clergyman and a man. Ha bad heea 
dapoiad by tha PhlUdelphla Pretbytery, but wa* afler- 
waidi rettofEd by another Preibytery, for th« groN la> 
fbrmallty, ifoot Injunllce, of the original aenteoce. 

He wn lucceeded by Kct. Danit-I Dana, who wu or< 
dalned La 1794, and contloaed In Ibe pastoral thutf* of 

*abi«M*Minbl«Tf<»4)rtb«thwtkifiM(3]*Mr. 



the Society until IGCO, when be became prciideDtof 
Dartmouth college. 

Dr Daoa wai lucceeded by Ihe pre*ent pulor, Ibe 
Iter. Samuel ?. Willlami, who wa* Initalied February 
8lbl821. 

[n 1794 a part of this Society leceded on account of 
Ibe lelllement ol Dr Dana, and formed Iha Second Prei- 
byterlan Society. But It 1* remarkable that Ihe Mller 
bai now called • him ftbom their father* refaied', and 
that through Ibtm he li reilbred lo the tceoaa of bli 
early oiefaloeH. 

la the Tear iTOl a part of the Society lepar- 
ated aod formed the Founb Haligloui Society, and 
■eltled the Rer. Charlei IV. Milton, u herealicr 
•lalad. In 1798 the diiToreoce* between them and 
(he parent congregation were amicably adjuited.* 



it for Ihe etiablUhmcnt 
„ „ j'l given in 'Mr, tfilliimi' diicourte. 

" We, ihe lubK'Ibing breihren, wtu were ncmbtri of lh% 
Ant chureli in Niwbur^, and have llMugbi li eur duly to wiili 
draw ilierrfrom, do alto lonk u^n ii our duty lo enter Into a 
church «iiic, tpce'Hily ai wi apiirehend 'hii iMf ■>< for the {!•■ . 
ry of Oo* end ilie inicreit of ibc Utdetmer'i kingikm, u «relJ 
ai fur ourowQinuiuel (diSeation and CDnfoft. 

We da, iherebr*. ai ve inut. In lU fnr of Oob, niultMl))> 
aovenmt and egree lo walk logeiher w a eiiarch of Ctwiel t^ 
erding lo the ruiet and arder of ihrgo<p< 
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Charlte Pierea 
Mowa Bradiireel 
Edward preebury 
Jobn Brawn 
Hiehard HiH 
Benlimin Knlghl 
Wiliiim Hnwi) 
Jsnalbau P>uinir 
SilTtnue Plaea. r 
Calling PcttingdL 



Benjimin pierce 
Dinia) Hoye* 
Mifnr OnodwlD • 

Th.>nia« Pike 
D.nel WelU 
JoMph M'ddrn 
HdhMiTl A<k1nMa,le. 
Daniel Goodwin 
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THE THIRD RELIGIOUS SOCIETY 

li^Miogaiibed, In tb« etrl/ racordi, bj the luima of 
I^P"1»rteiort and other ponona attending public 
wowwp at the north neetinff hooM in Newbuijport. 
Mjd snbMqnently at the nortli congregallonAl Society! 
They separated from the Tint Religioot Society by 
amicable amemeot in 1767; and the chnrchofthe 
latter, in tolten of harmony of feeling, Tolontarily coo- 
•ented that the oeir charcb should have a portion of the 
chorch plate according to their respective nomben. 

They immediately erected a meet-boose in TItcomb- " 
•treet, and at their first meeting, holden October 3d 
1768, iorlted the Rev. Christopher B. Marsh to be their 
minister. He was ordained in the same month, and con- 
tinned to be pastor of the Society until December 1773. 
J He was the son of Daniel Marsh of Boston, and aiHtain« 
ed n high character, as a scholar and a clergyman. But 
unhappily he died prematurely, in the prime of his life 
and usefulness, at the age of 30. ^ 

The Society remained without any settled deny* 
man untU 1777, the pnlpit ;>eing supplied during that 
time by occasional application to vsrious individuals..-i 
In 1777 the Society concurred unanimously with the 
church In giving an Invitation to Rev. Samuel Spring 
to become their pastor. He consented and was ordain- 
ed In August 1777. 

Dr Spring was bom In Nortbbridg£ in this state Feb* 
ruary >7ih. 1746. His father was an opulent farmer, 
and nve him the benefit of a public education at Ifaa- 

sau Hail, New-Jersey, where he gndnated hi 1771. 

He spent eight months there as a theological student 
under the instruction of the celebrated Dr Wltbersi>oon, 
and completed liis course under Drs Hopkins, Bellamy, 
and West. In 1774 he was licensed to preach ; and In 
1776, having joined the continental army as chaplain, 
he followed gen. Arnold 9n a member of the Tolunteer 
corps, which made the disastrous eipedillon to Canada. 
The energy of his character was fully developed hi this 
ealamltou^ enterprise, which was attended with the 
UMst eitreme hardship, and entirely failed of succem.— 
HM eiample and exhortations were emhiently useful In 



encooragins^ the troops, and enabling them to sustaia 

jathr Kti^'^ ^ • ''*»*-^^ .—•^ ^^ 

At tbt cloM of 1T70 h. left th. trmjr, and be«n to 
PMoch Jo thU torn lit th« b«giimin; of Ih. ne«t y„r 
H. cootinood to dlKbarg. bl« paitoral dullei wi(K no- 
coinmoo zeal uolil within • hw ireeka of hb death, 
which happened Uarcb 4lb. 1819. 

Whateter diflerence of opinion there may bo la re- 
•pectto the peculiar political and religion lenota of 
Dr SpriM. all matt admit that he sapported them with 
great ar3or and ability. Hi* decisioi; of char«:ter and 
mlenaitj of purpose neceMarily gare him considerable 
inflaenco among those of hi* religioo* penuaiioo. Ser. 
oral iMtitntion* may trare their e*tabli*hment In ne 
ln?i r*?."* •? •'i •»ertionfc Among these an Greene. 
Tllle College In Teoneisee, the MasMwhwetIs Mission. 

."J. ^'f': '"i** ^T^ »*••'"•• And there hM 
. indiridual, to whose uiJUtne, the Theological Seminn. 

ty at Anderer U more indebted for lU being than Dr 
Spring. ^ 

Subsequent to the great fire In Newburyport. he dk. 
tingnlshed himself by undertaking a jouniey to ihm 
•oothem part of the United States to wliect contrlbn- 
tlons for the snOerers by that event. ' 

Beside a number of occasion J sermons, he published 
a Dialogue on Doty^ and a Tolume of Disquisitions.* 

Dr Spring was succeeded by the present pastor, the 
n^r. Luther F. Dimmick, who was ordahied December 
8th 18 1 9. He, as well as each of his predecessors, was 
called and settled by a unanimous vote of the Society 

The meeting-house of this con<re,(aUon beimrTerr 
much decayed, they determined, in May last, to con- 
struct a new church, on the site of the old one. wHeh 
will soon be completed. * 

THE FOURTH RKLIQIOUS SOCIETY 

Was Incorporated In 1794. The meeting-house, hi 
which they worship, hi Tempie-street, was comi 
edJnne 16th 1793, and completed the same year. 



* BrWsodiSsrsMisathsdMlk sTDrSpribg. 
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The chorcfi arigioaled In ata utociiUon ot ImltTMu- 
■h, chleB/ memben of (he Firal Fretbytcriin Society, 
wfao veparaled ^hertfrom In 1791 to Ht toad (be mlDi<- 
Ifjr of the Rer. Chnrle* W. MiKon. They gnt met 
and ironhipped in the houte lu Miik-ilreel, now occa- 
pled by Mr. Jonathan Morw, a part of wbicb was then 
, fitted op Bi a raeellng-boaie. 

Mr. Milton ira« bom In England and educated on lh« 
fOQDdalloa of Ihe coantew of Hualington. After preach- 
■ log u a mlwloaarj at St. John'i Id New-Broniwlc, ha 
came to thl^ counir; ; and his preaching proTiag tc. 
ceplable to a conildersble body of ptnons tn (hit town, 
Ka*e riie, as before slated, lo the eilnblifthment of the 
roanb Religious Societr. He illll coatinue* pastor 
ofll. 

In laO) the Society bad become «o numeroas, that It 
wu foand necessary (o enlarge the meeting-house. 

The chnrcb government of Ihe Society Is agreeable, 
1b most ^e«pecI^ to the coDnregalionul (ormj and they 
■re usually clai<e<t In that order ofchriBllaos. But they y 
do not consider themselve* labject lo any ecclesiastical 
cooncil, and are therefore deiominaled an indeoeodeDt 
Society. *^ 

THE SECOXD PRESBYTERIAM SOCIETY 

Was fortned In 1796, by Ihe assoclatioo of a number of 

Eervons for attending (he minlslry of the Re». John 
oddlly. Tbey tol-iotHrjiy supported Mr. Boddlly for 
sliteen ninrilb*, paj'tng hln> at U>e rate of three hundred 
•ndforty dollars per annum, and meellng fornorship 
in the old loirn-lioase. In Jane 1796 they commenced 
building a tneeliog-house in Harrb street, nblch wae 
completed In th»t year. 

Tbey were then Incorporated by the legjslatnre ic 
cording lo Ihe provhions of tbe-act goremlng Ihe other 
ReliglODi SocleUea in Ihe town. 

The fir»I mening nf ibe Society was holdrn Hay 3d 
1797, Hi whifh 11 lias rnied to give Mr. Boddlly a call 
■i staled pastor of the Society, and lo paj him a yearly 
•alary of Gtc hundred dollan. It was voted to collect 
IheMlBiyby pnbllc conlrlbgllon to he paid hi a^M^ 
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proportions on Ibe first Lord's day of erery month, each 
persoD coalrlbutlog to mark bis name on hli money, and 
to be credited for the siune towards his lax by Ibe col- 
lector. The Invllalion lo Mr. Boddlly was give with- 
out a ringle diuenling Toice, ami he was publicly IdsIbI- 
ted as minister of the charCb nnd Sodely Juoa SBtli 
1797. 



r. Boddlly died Notember 4lh 1802, aged 47. 
was born In bnglnnd, ami educated at the coqdI 
HjiDlingtoa'i College. Alter prenchlnfT at WutLbury la 
Wiltshire, uid Walllngford In We«t more land, he emi- 
grated lo this country, nnd roon formed a congrcgallonr 
fai Newburyporl. 

Id April 1603, Immedjately afler Ihe death of Mr. 
Boddily, the Society Invllcd Ihe Rev, John Uiles lo be. 
come their pastor. He accepted the InvllalioD nnd was 
fautalled July SOIh oflbn same year. He conlinuod to 
tie pastor of the Society upwards of twenty one year*, 
dying September seih IStlngedCS. 

Mr. Giles wni bom nod educated in England. He 
commenced the minl'Iry at Ihe age of 19, and was for 
nine yean pastor of a iliuenting church In Wellington, 
Somersetshire. Feeling 'a strong pnrllalliy to the 
free constilullon and republican principles' of our gOTemi 
neni, he left the congrcgiitlon in Wellinglon, designing , 
to make thli counlry his home. lie yinlded, hnwercr, 
to the fDlicilalions of bis frien'l* In Eieler lo take charga 
•fa church there for a lime f after which, In 1793, he 
came lo America. On bis arcivnl here, he preached 
first in Trumbull In Connecticut and sfterMards in Eilz- 
abelhtown lo New Jersey. He declined in Invltatlou 
unanimously given him by a society in Elizolielhiown l» 
become their pastor ; and returning to Trumbull, WBi ' 
tbeir minister for nheut two yeara:— From whence^ at 
the InTliatloD of the First Presbyterian Society, ha re- 
no ved to Newbnryport.* 

In August 1824 (be Rer. William Ford was ordained 
as a colleague with Mr. Qlles; end continued minlilcr 
of Ihe Society until February 1816, nben he resigned 
the pastoral ch'rga on account of bis health. 

• Bet. 1. P vrmrn' Fntral amMa 0«l«bn II34. 



loHiircb leiG ihe Society ioTltcd Iha Ker. brDiV 
id Diiaa, fonnerl; of Newburyport and then of London- 
derry, to become their paator. He nas ficcordinirlj Ml- 
lied, l« remain in the pastonl relation to Ihe Societj 
■0 lORg Bi thoald be mutually teceptabje te the parllet, 
the parly de*iring a charge to auif^n reuDiu aatitfacto- 
TJ to (he Presbytery or a proper couacil. 

In 182! thia Socieiy adopted the practise, whicb Ibej 
illll follon, orcnliecllDg all their parochial Itiea by in 
UMHment on the pewi of Ibe churcb. A portlnoaf 
Ihe parlih tai, in the »(bcr Soclcliea ia Nenboryport, 
tonMnedoo properly. 

THE FIRST BAPTIST SOClBTf 

Id Newbury and Newbaryporl, wai incorporated In 
February 1811. Many year* prerloui to thnl (Ime, m 
far hacli indeed u 1804, ■ n amber of peraont of the 
bapiitt penun^ion met and were fanned into ■ cbnrch. 
The bni meeting for public northip nai July !Zd 1804, 
when Mr. Joshua Cbase of Nenbury ofbclaled. He 
' preached for the church until June IB06, when be «a( 
ordained a* an evange ll»t, and went eUeirhere. 

The membert of the Society auembled el two lepN- 
rale pliicea in Neiibary anlil December, 1806, nhen 
they united, and had but one place of worahip, bmI thai 
In Nenburyport. 

Id Augnal 1 806 they Inflled Ihe Rev. John Fenke of 
BarDilable lo be Iheir pailor,- and. be acceded to Ibe 
iDTitation. 

In 1809 a brick meeting-bouie wa« erected In Lll>er- 
ly ilreel for the uie of the Siciety. Thli bnildiiv 
WM unlorlunalely contumed In the great Gre ; and ■ 
new one tta* cooatructed In 1813 In Cong reu-at reel— 
Tbe funda for the conalrarlion of It were obtained by 
the xtal and Inderatlgabte exertiou of (he IUt. Ur. 
Peake, la procuring donatloni from the beneTolent taA 
Cbarltahle In rarlou* parti of Ibe United Sulei. 

In 1818 Mr. Peake, at hit requeai, wai unwillingly 
fraoled a dUmiailon from (be paatoral care of the Soci- 
ely. He I' now Milled u (ha mlnlalec of ■ baptW So- 
clelj Id ftjrtBBto. 



He wai tucceeded hy ibt Rev. Hoiea Wbeelei\^ 
Ur. Wbeeler was born at Dunbarlon, N. H. March 8th 
1791. He TIM graduated at Dartmouth Collrge, which 
be entered in 1807. In 1817 be joined Ihe baptiit 
church and in 1618 waa ordained as pulor ol the Bap> 
list Society In Hen bury port. In Hay 18S2 he receired 
an InTitation to become mioiiter of a baptist church at 
Eastport ; and in contequence soon atlerwafd* asked and 
received a reluctant diamiaalon from the Society In 
NewburypoTl. He died at Bastport in January 1823. 

In l8ISthe Rev. Joslab Kougbtoo, formerly miolaler 
of a church in Readfieid la Maine, began to preach for 
the Society and became their paator la tbe aprlng of 
the eniaUig jreirj ajxl they >UU coBtinue under iiii 
charge. , 
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SSJUttHZO BODIES. 



NewtvuTront hu long lieen known by H» »i>I Tot 
Iba onler of frra mnsuDry. The pnnperlljr and re- 
•peciol'ilitj oftho rraternlly in li'i* I'lxce are mainly iil- 
tririuUble, in (ho linl in*t«nce, lo Hie exeriionn of Dr 
John B. Swell, who ictllci in the lown obout lbs close 
orthereTolutlonnry war. He wm di-iliiguiihed u an 
trdent ma*oa, not lent lb»n for bin genin*. his education 
and iCience, bi) generoni feelin,?ii and hi* socltl bablu. 
II it (aid he »»■ initialed inio Ibu myitedeB of the Ilia- 
minill In Germany ; bol however this may be, cer- 
tain it i«, Ibat be gaFB (he weiyhl of hli characler and 
Influence to Ihe eniiiblishmeni ofm^mory In Newbary- 

Siort, and lucceeded in a remarkable munner. The In- 
roductioo of the hlgber degree* In owing, m a coniider- 
able measure, lo hii efforli. Since ihen the best nnmei 
In (hi* community moy bo foiwil In the mnfonic cnler. 

St. JoHw'a Lome i) the oldeM in lown. Ili charter 
Ii dated 1768 : but there are no reconl) of il« meelingi 
udUI nsi. The mailers ha»e baen Nalhinicl Tracy, 
JohnTrncy, Si epherr Hooper, Michael Hodge, Oilman 
While, Seth Sweelser, Edward Little, Dr Jonnlhnn 0. 
Johnson, Naiban Chase, Dr Hicbard 3. Spofford, Dr 
Dtno Robla«nn, John Andrews jr. and Thomn- U. Wnlle. 
At. Pstm's Lodoc, wm chartered under Ibe Inmeot- 
ed general Warren, then PrOTincUl Grand Master, 
Harch l«lh 177!. 

The mailers hive bean John Brooks, Jonnlban 
Boardman, William Oreeoough, Edward Rand, Mos*< 
Oreenleaf, Jonathan Gngc, Joshua Qreenteaf, Slephun 
Howard, Abraham Perkins, David Coffin. Amo* Toppan, 
Edirird Dw, Eleaser JohnHii, fiei^auln Whlimore^ 
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Aioch Plummcr Jr. Joscj>h George, and Francis B. 
Somerby. 

St. Mirk's Lonai: was chartered in 1803 and caose< 
crated July II lb IGOl. It Is now the largest Lodge in 
the lown, consoling of 1 13 mcnilicn. lis maslcrs have 
been Wllliaoi Weed, William I'rancis, William Chase, 
John Moody, Willlnm Knapp, Jalm Cook Jr. William 
Currier, and Kbenezcr Drnilbory. 

A CiiiirrEn, called King Cyrus' Royal Arch Chapter, 
was InntiluteJ In Novburyporl in 17'J0. The Tint ofli- 
cert were U. Duplcs>i!<, JonalliDn Uoardman, Jonalbui 
Gnga, nnd Dr John B. Siielt. The grand masters pre- 
vious lo 1300 have been H- Duplcgsis, Dr i. U. Swell, 
Dudley A. Tyn;:, Jothun Greer^lcai: la 1798 tho 
Grand Chapter o|' the Norihrrn Stales was eslabljihed. 

A Council of Select Mailers nai oi^onized In May 
1822. 

The ENCiHrtiEKT or Kmohts TEMi-LAns ira) duly or- 
gnnlied in 1795. A number of kni^lils had previously 
lUPt and conferred the ileprccsi but there was ibcn no 
regnlnr body ncknowlcdgoJ at a Oenerul Encanipmeat 
la Ibe Kcw-England States. The principal mcmben 
at Ihut lime were Dr Swell, Dudley A. Tyng, Jonnlhan 
Gage, Joshua Grcenleof, Nathaniel Knapp, William Wy- ■ 
cr, and Samnel Cutler. Thcy were Dflertf an'.^ joined 
by Abraham Perkins, Samuel Mutliken, Ciiarl^a Jack- 
son, Jacob Perkins, William Woart, Edward Dorr and 
others ; and uniting with KncampmcnU from various 
places in Masincbuseils and Rhode-Island, establl«bed a 
Grand Encaiiipmcnl for Ibc livo Suies, under the juris- 
diction of the General Grnnd Enconipmenl uf the Unit- 
ed Stales. They wore organiied by a charier from 
thai body, nnd bnvo regularly held Ihoir meelli>{s4a 
the present time. 

A CoMiiTonv has recenlly been established at Kew- 
buryport. In which all llie iiigbcr degrees of maaourr 
arc conleticd. 

An asiociulioo of the maiODic bodies has filled up » 
Masonic Hall In Newburyport, in a style of uncommon 
laalc, elegance, and liberalliy, with approprjata funl' 
lure aod oroamenU, oi Ibe gt«>(ctt beauty. 
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to fa« fnlly m proport on lo lU pecuniary nienM.— 

.blob «m. 'f ll> tUl«» '■!' >""»:,• .ZwibK 
tom.ll«m.bro.d, lb. »r""T ...^t ib.mbK 
iilttma m.r«l; » lb. orJio.rj cbarj.. .t lb« P»»i» 
«Dd prlTsle BChMb laught io lowD. 

TOE pmiK SCHOOLS 
t„ m.l.. m N..borjpo.l .r. four, «.• 5"""°" 

,f lb. ..«. kl.J 1. .lb., p.™ of lb. .>.l., '» ■»»'7, 
, .1 „„b b, lb. •■l.bll.bm.l -! ""'•"'•'■,,a „™. 
cl»u., lb. rlcb .. W.11 .. lb. po.', W", ,, £„ „ 

,bi«l or more 8...r.l ..licllu.1., »d "■?',?''"(",« 
Jiib,,, lh.n -f» lb.J looked 10 '""''"' r",^. 
,rt..ii .d...ltoo of ;oolh,_B.l '""'"VlJl, iKi 
' 1 1. Intro... 11. ii«iWi.e«, !«•" "b™ belMt iiii»l" 

.TtewtolhanjbUmi »nd cooUlft ererj coot 

for KWiiW it ■ ialr lod full irW. ™««il «mc. 
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H'mu made the ilOl; of tb« ichool camibtttea of eacfr 
town to rentier nn occaunt of the alnto of public Bad 
private primary Iiulruclion. From tbe returns of ib« 
■chool cmnmitleo of Wewburyporl, It appears ibot lh« 
mm nriDQally paUl for the inilruclion merely of the pul>- 
11c Kbools U £2939. Tbe nnmber o1 children tiltcndlDf; 
(he public schools li G59 malei, and 610 femnlc), ia all 
1060. Beiidct Inose, 33 private icbooU are tnu^fbt in 
(own, containing G40 popili of both (ciei, the coit of 
whose tuition Is ^4626. 

Thenc cnlculationa were made Independently of (h« 
Newbaryport Academy, which, being placed Id New- 
bury, was comprehended in the icbool relunu of Iha 
latler town. 

Otlier InstitDtiona for education deierre ootlca ; of 
which (be following aro Ibo most important. 

THE NHWBURYPORT ACADEMY, 

Although liluAled In the town of Newbury, onea lit or- 
igin nnd Rupporl chloBy lo cillzeni of Newburyport. II 
was incorporated In 1807. It is now In o prosperont 
cnndilioD, Ilia mnle apartment, under the Instrnctioo of 
Mt. Alfred W. Pike, being full, and contnlolDf about hf 
ty paptlf . 

THE FUT?fAM SCHOOL, 

For tbe AndowneDt of which a largo legacy woa re' 
cenlly led lo tbe totva by the Tate Mr. Oliver Putnam, a 
native and formerly a citizen of N ewburyport, promltei 
to have the moil important loflueiice upon oar lyiteoa 
ofpubllc rducaiion. 

Oliver Putnam wni hnnxat Newbaryport in nTO.— 
Hii fD^hcr wna a mcchn p l q , and vrai able lo glva bin 
nothing W K common ichool education. Bat hli nat- 
ural lulenliwero of the Sr^t order i and having attained 
lodependenco at nn eartv oge by lucceisful commercial 
■peculations, be devoted hlmiefrio tha uaidu out culti- 
vation of hi* Intellect. Hit conslltutloa irai uofortu- 
nntely feeble ; which prevented bit becomla;; fiied In 
any pnrtlcular occupatloa; and compelled him, for the ad- 
vaniaget of a change of climate, to (ravel in varloiiB 
parti of Europe and America, Had It boen olherwitev' 
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ject to tbe >pproval or mid Sclcclmeo, who WiiJcf are 
■Iitay* and Mt all time* to hate ddiI etercUe llic right 
of vlilUOon, for the [tarpase of looking lo the sccnrilj' 
oflhe funds, and ihnt the intereit or Income orihpm i» 
npplied Recording lo Ihe bcqucil. In the tcleclion of 
Tnitlees, do refereeco i« lo be hnd to ibeir place* of 
retldence, but onljr to Ihcir qnulificnlion for Ilic lru>t. 

' Tlie Tru*leet nre lo Invcal llic priucip.il In good auU 
talGclenl ■ccarlilo, leiirlng inlcreM or producing In- 
come to the iBl infliction of llie Hid Scleclmen, lo tie 
and remain a permnnent fond, the Inlerct or income 
onljofwhicli lo be npiilieJ to the cilBUIHhmcnl iiml 
Bopport of ihc (chool. The youth to be Intlruclod In 
reading, writing, and nrilhmclic, and pnrllcubrljr in ih« 
Eogllih laiigu.-igc, ond In tlioce bmnrhc* of linowledgo 
neceianry lo Ihe correct mRnngement of Ihe ordlnnry nl> 
fulri of life, ubether public or priTnte, but no( In lUe I 
dead language!. The monllorjal fjMctn of jmiruclion' 
lo be Inirndiiced and used, «o far at it may be found on 
txpericncc ihal It can be done ivilh ndvaiilngc.' 

Sucbnrc Ihe proviilons hf ihe will in regard lo lhi« 
muniflcenl foundnilon. Should Ihc Inilllnllon be eslab- 
linhed uniler favorable autnicei, it cnnnol fall lo provo' 
a lignal public b|p<f>ng. Ihc bcaullful nod lalubrrona 
iKualicn of Nenburypoit,— ill freedom from Iho erlh of 
too clore proximity ^lo anj city united itilh Ihc <4><y 
communlcalioo belnecn It and Ibe grenl capll.-ili of the 
coualry,— and ihe economy of living among III Inbabi' < 
lantt, prcteni n body of rlrilting ndvanlngei for the loca- | 
tion of a seminary ef educalion. And Ibc fchool, 
which Ibe wite and benevolent Icilalor contcmplnted, i< 
CTldenlly one peculiarly necei<nry In Ihe prcaenl limM, 
when men are acquiring Increafcd coniricfian of Ihe tti- 
perior value of pmciieol education, orer Ihal baodcd 
^ewn to 01 from a lei* inlelllgeot ago, 

THE SUffDAY SCHOOLS 

Were eainbllihcd under ibe care oftbo Snbbnlh School 
and Tract Society. Thit Snclcljr wet originally de- 
ligned for Ihe dhitihuUeQ of rcligiooi Iracli; but ootr 
dlKhargei (ha nddlllooni doty of (uite riot end lof thft 



SaadtT lekoob. Theia ware commeneed In 1817, ml 
were eoai|NMed of childreQ oC botb sexes from all the 
fcliffloQS societies \m tow d, to tlie nnmber of sboat six 
henSred. It lias been ref^larlj cootloued ever sineo 
darlnff the sammer months ; and the arera^ number at* 
tondlmr has been fonr hundred. The whole nnmbtr in- 
strMled hi the school, from 1817 to 1825, was 1S49, 
MnelT, 6S8 males, 721 females. Other schools in the 
f ichiItT of the town are under snpcrlntendance of the 
flame Society, making the whole nnmber who hare re- 
eel? ed their faistracllon, hi all the schools, abont 160a 

DUMMER ACADEMY 

Altbooffh It is not strictlj speaking embraced wKbin 
the scope of this work, jet U locaUd so near to New- 
bnrjport that an acconnl of It may not be deemed mls- 

'^rwasTiided by the munificence of William Dom- 
mer, at his coontrj seat In the parish of Byfield In tbo 
town of Newboiy, about four miles from Newbur jpon. 
The name of Dommer is among the oldest and mosi 
mpectaUe In Massachusetts. Richard Dummcr was one 
of the falheri of the Colony. He emigrated In |636 ■»* 
was chosen a member of the courtof asstotants,ln wWcii 
be served for sererai years :— al^er which he '•"'^^ 
his estate hi Newbury, and greatly JontJ»*>«*** 7. ■*" 
wealth and liberality to the growth of Byfield parish.-. 
5te farm descended In his family to William bumm^^ 
%ho was appointed lieutenant goTomor of Ibe rr»'^»««« 
In 1716 In 1730 he retired from this ofice and soon 
•fterwa^ Ifom all public employment^ »▼»"»*•» 
good old age in the enjoyment of the rc^?^^}.f^^,^^ 
t^orari^. He filled the goTomor't ^f •J^J^. ^ 
MYoral periods, seren years in all, and his admlnUtrn- 
Uon wnii esteemed eminently wise and just. 

At his decease be derived all bh estate In Newbwyt 
COiHlstlng in part of Ibe original Summer farm, to 
CharU ChauW Thomas Foicra^ •^ ^mu!^£ 
lS«mer, for the ejection of a school-house and the en- 
^ dowment of a free grammar school upon the farm.- 
SKnKhool WM esUblifh^d there accordingly In I m 
^y the wlU the electtoa of a preceptor was repte* m 
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the minister of Byfield parish for the time being and • 
commltteo of the parish chosen for that purpose ; and 

; he wu remofeable by the gorernmcut of Harvard col- 
lege. In 1782 Dr Chauncey, being the sole sunrlrlng 
executor of the wHI, deemed it necessary to obtain an 
act of the legisbtore appointing perpetual trustees to 
feceiire and manage the fund and superintend the insti- 
tution. The first board of tnistees were Jeremiah Pow- 
ell, Benjamin Greenleaf, Jonathan Oieenleaf, Rer. Jo- 
seph Wilianl, Pros, of Harvard Collect!, Rev. Charles 
Chauncey^ev. Moses Parsons, Ror. John Tucker, Rer. 
Thomas Gary, Samuel Moofly, the Preceptor, William 
Powell, Dr Micajah Sawyer, Dumnncr Jewclt, Samuel 
Osgood, Nalhaniei Tracy, and Richard Dummer.^ 
They were incorporated by the name of the Truiitees 
of Ilummer Academy ; and they and their successors 
have had the direction of the Academy to tho present ' 
day. 

As a classical grammar school Dummer Academy has 
deservedly held a high rank ; and many celebrated per* 
sons in church and stale have commenced their public 
education in its rural seclusion* At the present time. 
Its Trustees have thought tliat the Academy might be 
of greater service to the public, if converted Into a 
school of practical and agricultural instruction, llian as 
a school for instruction in the languages. Applications 
have repeatedly been made to the legislature for aid in 
such k laudable enterprise ; iiut although all men admit 

' thai the ezlgencles of society require an institution of 
this kind and the Dommer farm presents the greatest 
facilities for Its establishment, yet a too cautious policy 
has induced the leghlatnre to refuse the assistance 
prayed for. Some little jealousy, too, seemed to betray 
itself in certain quarters, towarcb an institution situated 
flo near * the hem of the state,* as its location was rath- 
er scornfully described by the opponents of the plan. 

The first preceptor of the Academy was Samuel 
Moody, who continued to have charge of It until 1780. 
He attained great celebrity for his talents as a teacher 
and the originality of his character. When the act hi- 

* corporatiog the trustees of the Academy was passed, • 
section was Inserted secorhy to hka all the rights he 
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•Djejcil QDJcr (he orJglnnI rniindalion, and mnkbg bin 
bi Tact Independent o( the Tmiieei. Under h)« cire Ihe 
Acfldem; wai I'ar n long limu Ihc moit flourishing Id 
the country ; — nmt the respectnbilliy, in nfler life, of ma- 
il* «r hii pupil) hM perjieluntcd Ihe nnnie of wuuttr 
Maodgt 
Btuce Iben Ihe ln*lriiclen hnre been 

lt«*. Unnc Smith, elecled lo ITOO, 
Dr Benjiimin Alien, 1009, 

Rn. Abirl Abl)"!!, toll, 

Hon. Samuel AdBim, HIS, 

)>ii. Nchemlnh CleaTelind, I8S1, 

who li Ihe preient preceptor. 
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XZTEIUIRT ASSOCIATIONS. 



THE yEWBURYPORf ATNCJ^JEUM 
\ 
W«i Ineorpomted In liJIO. Tlio oKjnct nf the foandcn, 
as declnrcd in the act t\' Int^rpotallnn, wi^ in Mliililifh 
I a repo<'itnr}' for valuiibla nnil niro proiluctloiii In the 
Tnrioui arU, science*, and poiile lllnrnhire, nnd lor col- 
lecllng the moit imparlml irach, piin]|ihlctJ, nnd dnc> 
nmenu, iIln«lrntiTe ol Ibc nalnral imd riril Itlt'-ry of 
nur connlry, uftbe f^niui, policy, nn') lAtr* oriko gen- 
ernl and ilnlo go*ornment<, nnd if (ha mnnnvrf, cit- 
tomi, and inlercih of the Amorl&tn pcop'o.'— Thi pro- 
priolora Iniil llin fati»dnt1on« of n rHpctMldfl libr^iry, 
which hn» rfcclvcJ occn>ionn) niUI:l<iKi W rl'.nniloo ot 
purchn»e.— But In'tliulion* ofthi' lilnd ar.) bi»t fitted' 
for n nnroei'')!!* nnl wenlihj enminxnity, liocnq'f Inanf 
othcn-, Iho Rcctimulnilon ul'viiiunhle >>onl(> miut be loo 
expensive to proceed nit'i m-iuh ripllity by mentii of 
the intrinsic r<><niircci oflhc inhnltllnnl^ — (or Ibis rea- 
son iho pre'ent ■tnte of t'lo Alhenaum probnbly U not 
ai]Ual to the plso or eipectiilloiis ofilt loutiders. 

Tim FHA.VKU.\- LIBRARY 

Wni tnflilalcd in 1812, by an nwncinlion of retpeclnbl* 
mrchniiics, nhoTo chief object nt that lime vrns (o tnisft 
n joint fund for (lio purchn^e of tlec'i Cyclopciljn.— 
Upon Ibis fonndntlon n libmry nni begun, which hna 
grndunlly increnicd. The ns'iciallon i* n prniseRnrlhj 
Intlnnce of the culllttllon nf a la<le for 4(nonledga 
among a elms of men, whnfo werttht nnd Tulae la tha 
commaoiljr ar« dally rlsli^ In pQblio utlnailoa. 



7« 
Ttf£ NEWBtlRYPORT DEBATING SOCIETP 

Was origiminj instiltited Janoary 5th 1821, bj aDom* 
ber of gen(l«inea deairous to improTe la declamatioii 
and exiemporaneoiis discnssion. At th« first maellng 
raitabla rei^ulatiom for the conduct of the Sociehr were 
adopted, ao-l thej continued to meet weekly for tha 
purpoaeff of their inttitntloo. 

lo April 1821 the numbert and respectability of thar 
Society bating much Increased, It was found necessary 
to adopt a new set of bye laws, more complete and sys* 
tematic In their nature. 

This year the Society as a body commenced th« 
practice of celebrating the anniversary of American in* 
dependence, which they hare cooUoued until now, with 
bat one year's intermlMion. Their meetings were sua* 
pended July 4th, until the next autumn. 

The Society continued to meet through the winter 
and spring of 1821-2, and until the close of Jannary 
1823, when it was dissolved, for the purpose of estaliK 
llshiog a new one of a more popular and public de« 
scriptloo. The new Society consisted not merely of 
perrons desirous to engage in its regular exercises, but 
of a large number of others, who joined as auditors only. 

In December 1824, In consequence of the dispersion 
of some of tho active members of the Society, and oth* 
er causes, It was dltsolved, ; and a new ono formed of r 
private nature, similar to the original Society ; which 
bavlog undergone occasional changes In Its coostltatloO' 
and members, now exists. 

Tho Society has chosen, for oratora on the (bvrth of 
July, 

Caleb Gushing, in 1821, 

Robert Cross, In 1822, 

George C. Wilde, in 1823, 

NeheroiahCleaveland, in 1824, 
John Merrill, In 1826. 

This Society has proved of eminent advantage to m»- 
•y persons, who have participated in its exercises ; and 
Its example is sufficient to demonstrate the utility tf 
aiKh inslltutions, when properly conducted. The pop* 
vlar charaeter of our govemoMnt randan the acc oa a * 
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•liihment of extemporaneoos oratory peaullarij raloa. 

. tow .^?'^ *^ '''^/^"i^^ men, bat to all/who feel 
t lively Interest, and take a prominent part, in the pro- 
grem of national, state, or municipal afl&ilia.— And a weU 
regulated debating society is an excellent school of In. 
•troctlon and experience in this Important qualificatloD. 

THE MEDICAL ASSQCIATIO/f 

Wm formed In 1818. It conslsU of physicians, who 
nolted for the purpose of promoting regularity In the 
pracUce of their profession, and communicating medical 
information, and la other respecU akiing the cause of 
■ledicai science. 

THE NEWBURYPORT UNNEAJi SOCIETT 

"Waa Instituted In 1820, by a number of gentlemen, 
whose object was to promote the study of natural hls- 
torv and antiquities, by making a collection of mineraK 
and other curiosities.— Their design has proved so far 
anccessfui, that they possess a cabinet of considerable 
Yaine, which is gradually acquirkig new apeeimaH. 
cfclefly by donaUons. ' '^^ 



« , 









IN 1810 the town of N.wburyport conUloea • ^J* 

Uoo of that eDten>rbc. fri,«m«. cnDtato • IH- 

Ito fint officen were Thomw T^omw, cytam^ 
.1^ r!!ltM eaDUin lleotenant, Ihcn so called ; and Wl- 
llaS^SirrC an^^^^ NewhaU second, Uooieo. 
2u * The^omjy cowJsie^i of nbout eight j men, and 
wie arm^d with iii^keU anJ tno four pounder., one. 
Tf h^l aS one of Iron, nUlch they received from tha 
8. trrnCrn<^ their march. Thetie pieces fvere 6.- 
^h-mrld to 1793 for two beautlfol fix pounders, wh ch 
SerVilU P^^^^^ nC6 Michael Hodso was elected 
Stf iClah TItcomh capUlo Ueulen.nt, and WUI. 
UiCws and Enoch GrecoleaflleutcDanU. 

In mi a regiment ''Vr^'^^'^'^^'lVretfn/If iK 
tftlllerr of the countj of Essei, and at a »«J""« ^;;^r 
Sc;,7at Ipswich, ciptaln Hodge was • Jcted ^^^^^^^^ 
Bol before this orgaatotlen could be fnily compieie«| 
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a different arranrtment of the Artillery Companies la 
the south pRft of the county was couctoded upon ; and 
the Compnny remained, until 1794, not attached to any 
rezlmeoial corps. 

Id 1792 the company wa« newly organized, jand WIU 
Ham Cross was elected captain, and Enoch Greenleaf 
and Samuel Brown llentenaots. 

In 1794 a hattallon was formed of this and another 
compuny at Amesbury, end captain Croia was promoted 
to its command. This organUatloa has conlloaed to 
the present time. 

In 1801 the Company,. at an expense to themseWes of 
about j^UU, erected a handsome and spacious gnn«hous6. 
AAer the disbandment of the sea feoclbles, a rolnn* 
teer Company formed during the last war, the enn- 
houAO erected for their accommodation was assigned by 
the Quarter MaMer General to the Artiljery Company. 
The old gun-house has since been refitted By tbe.towa 
for public military uses. 

In 1820 the Company furnished Ihemselfes with ser» 
yiceabie camp equipage, and hare since annually per- 
formed tours of camp duty through the ? arlous towns 
of the brigade. 

In 1824 they participated In the mllltaiy honors rend« 
eredLa tayette. 

Tiie gentlemen, who ha? e successlrely held the office 
of captain, since the year 1794, are Enoch Greenleaf^ 
Jonathan Stlckney, Benjamin Somerliy, Thomas Burrlll, 
James Potter, Joseph Uoyt, Richard Uunnetvell, J ere- 
mlnh Batchelder, Sumuel Coffin, Ebenexrr Bratitiuiy, 
and Enoch Pierce, who Is the present commander.* 

Thb WASHuroToa Lioht HrAiriRT CoMfAjrr, wa« rais- 
ed hi 1800, by virtue of a resoWe of the General Court- 
panned that year. On the 16th of April they roa<fe 
choice of Abrahnm Perkins, Nicholas Tracy, and Charlet 
Jackson for their commissioned officers. Their first 
public appearance took place July 24ih 1800, which 
day has since then been observed as the Company*s an- 
nlrersary. The gentlemen, who have held the commii- 
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IN 1810 the town of Nowbatyport «»'«|»«*r*Jl 

Midliloo to tb«i« bodiet, there are iww ^""l' ^-..i the 
SSJTthi N.wb«r,port ArtlHery C^TO-jJ** 
WublMtoD Light iDlaniry Company ; «M wlilcn iof«uwr 

s;ytt:s:J"J»'Stt: nrc^cffi.™!^. 

IH fint officer! were Thomts Thomai, CRpuw , w- 
•M r«llL mdUIo lleutcoenl, Ihen so ceUed ; tml Ml. 

2r* ?hSoi;i;rcoo.t^^^ of nl^ut eighty me«, Mjd 
were enhed if Ith iu^keU *nJ tijo four potjodew, one. 
Tf brelTaod one of Iron, wUlch they received from the 
SUi7Tn £1^0 o^ their march, Thetie W^c^^ere •«. 
^hTiLi^d hi 1793 for two beautiful fix poundert, whhJto 
2e%m pi«^ 1» n05 Michael iiqdso wa. elecU* 
^i^t^M Tltcomh capUlo lleulenant, and WUI. 
S C^i wd Enoch Orecoleaf lleulcuanUL 

Id nOI a reglmeot '^ Vc^'*'"'*^\i a S^et^^^^^ 
•rtlllwf of the county of Emi, and at a »••""« ^^"f 
XS^nnptiflch, ciplaln Hodjfe w- elected^l^^^^^ 
IkHierore th^ oifiatotlon could be fuUy comploleOi 



TB 

a diierant arranrtment of the Artillery Companlea la 
the lAuth part of the county wat coucluded upon; and 
the Company rema|nedt until 1794, not attached toanj 
reel menial corps. 

In 1792 the company wa^newlj organized, jand WIU 
Ham Cross was elected captain, and Enoch Greenleaf 
imd Samuel Broirn lieutenants. 

In 1794 a battalion was formed of this and another 
company at Amesbury, and captain Crofo was promoted 
to Its command. This oipinizatloo has coolhined to 
the present time. 

In 1801 the Company,.at an expense to themseW es of 
tboui j^UU, erected a handsome and spacious gnn-housa. 
AAer the disbandment of the sea fenclbles, a roinn* 
teer Companr formed during the last war, the enn* 
houAO erected for their accommodation was assigned by 
the Qaarier Master General to the Artiljery Companjr. 
The old gun-house has shice been refitted By the. towa 
for public military uses. 

In 1820 the Company furnished themselfei with ser» 
yiceabie camp equipage, and haTe since annualljr per- 
formed tours of camp duly through the f arlous towoi 
of the brigade. 

In 1824 they participated In the military honors rend- 
eredLa tayeiie. 

Tiie gentlemen, who ha? e successlrely held the office 
of captain, since the year 1794, are Enoch Greenleaf^ 
Jonathan Sllckney, Benjamin Somerliy, Thomas Burrlll, 
James Potter, Joseph Uoyt, Richard Uuonetvell, J ere* 
miah Batchelder, Stunuel Coffin, Ebenexer Bratitiury, 
and Enoch Pierce, who Is the present commander.* 

Thb WASHuroToa Lioht HrAirrar CoMfAjrr, wa<i rais- 
ed in 1800, by flrtue of a resoWe of the General Court" 
pa«Mied that year. On the 16th of April they made 
cliolce of Abrahnm Perkins, Nicholas Tracy, and Charlet 
Jackson for their commissioned officers. Their first 
public appearance took place July 24ih 1800, which 
day has since then been observed as the Company*s an- 
nirersary. The gentlemen, who have held the commli- 



• 1 Imi auilior it NidtM«d la maL B t sas a cr 
sf Ihs AftfUsnr Csapuv. 





Brtdbwy ftethssleva 




ipai9«nw|pn« 



I ■ J/. 



•Ion of eaphiiii lo th« conpany down to tho profont tlqM| 
•re AbrthaiD'PcrklM, Sumoel W. TbompMiiy Nich<*l«i 
JohDNoa jr., Pool TitcomK Charles U Balch, £leazer 
JoboaoB jr^ Philip Johoaoo jr., JoremiAh P. Toppao, and 
tViaian B. Tliconb. 

lo l 824^ duriog the war, the Compaojr performed 
guard iSSj at tho hamcka oo Flann Ulaod aa foioo- 
loera. 

lo Jolj laOT tho Company receired FroildoDt Moo- 
ffoo, aod oacorted him Into the town. 

In Aofoat 1817 the regrlment of which the Companj 
Ibrmod a part, aod olth It the Company, bring die- 
bonded, a new charter was obtaioed Jaooary followliif , 
and tho company wan reorganised, by tho choice of 
Charlei H. Balch, Eleaier Johnson jr., aod Philip John- 
eon jr. aa oflker^ 

This Company, with the Artillery, escoHod General 
La Fayette Into Iho town, on the occasloo of bb pub* 
Ue ffOCopOon mid entoilahuBent, Aognaldltt 18t4. 
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tJT^DCR this head will bo placed a Tarietjr of state- 
menu of a miscellaneous character, chiefly as to the pop* 
OlatloQ, wealth, public eipeodltores, commerce, man«« 
factoree, and boslnois cooditioo of tho town. 

POPULATION 

The following table, collected from rarlooe aoarcoi,' 
contains a ?iew of the progresslre Increase of the pop- 
ulation of Newboryport until 1810, and lu fobaeqoent 
dlmhiutlon. 

Yrart. Inliab. Ilaaieik 

1764 2,888 367 

1790 4,837 618 

1800 6.946 806 

• 1810 7,634 

18«0 6,789 

At the last Consul in 1820 Newbury port contained 

FbmUieik Widowa, Mulct. F^nuilM^ 

1196 380 3085 3704 

PROPERTY. 

The following table eihibits an account of all the 

Jiropertj owned or possemed io Newboryport, as ratttd 
J tho town-afsessors, for the sereral jrears Numerated. 



1802 
1803 
1804 
1806 
1806 



ItftlErtatc. 
1248800 
1360760 



PertQa.Ct(aC0. llMl4'PrrMi^ 
2606720 3764920 
2606900 3966660 ' 



2166400 4162633 6318033 



^MOmiapvaniOTiff 



WP^W 



IBOT 


t4WS0O 


4307900 


0728(06 


1808 


1318700 


4171500 


6491200 


1809 


858-1 ;too 


4442SOO 


7026600 


1BI0 


sseBioo 


4243900 


70691100 


IBIl 


28111400 


4871 100 


7081600 


1B12 


8836900 


343S700 


6074600 


1813 


1940300 


»79!1'I00 


474O<»0 


ier4 


1671300 


«47e700 


4161000 


18IG 


1600400 


8362300 


3863B00 


1810 


1373000 


211IBD0 


3481600 


len 


1S69600 


18S960O 


3139200 


t9lB 


1249300 


1810000 


SI 69300 


1819 


II6IO00 


1793900 


3044900 


1820 


1707600 


1 16-1000 


2361600 


18II 


1612000 


1031700 


2613700 


lasa 


I6406OO 


1040400 


2589000 


18!3 


149S8I)0 


1O6G7O0 


8549300 


J8S4 


1347300 


1058000 


8406300 


1896 


1324 100 


1018600 


8342600 


18S6 


1419200 


1003600 


8432800 



TOWJf EXPEJVSES. 

Th« rallonlriK table conlain* a lammarj view of the 
apemu of the town for the monlclpal Htr eadlnff 
Mirch 1826. 

Rcpalrlogr Ihe Hl^tTaTt, Inctnitlng J11389 for 
iTorli by mrn Trom Ihs Work-Home ud - 
Town teim<, - |96l8 

OXUramtnitr School HaMer, 600 

' \ We»l Uncxleriiin ditto, 600 

y ) South do. ao. 660 

^ . \ North Wflting d... 450 

^ ^- Three MlPtrevP* ti( F'THnle nranmir achtwh, 880 



y 



Fire Mhtmse* of •mell achonl*, 
MI*lr«M of the Africnn School, 
RevKPbi for LaocuterliD Scholan, 
Wood for School!, 

IU|Mlr)a| Mil elterlog Schml hoixeei ud (ondriee 

^ for School*, 1 

Aiwt»tr<, S 

TmHNr «id Celleetor, 1 



Oreneen of the Poor, 

TotvQ-Clcrk, 

Pnllce Officer, 

ConiUblF, 

Suilona, 

Ei.)jl-.e«, Pomps, end Vin ImptemeDU, 

Markel-Houie, 

VUlt of Oenerel U Fayette, 

Repairing Honpltel ind eipeniei erlilof from 

SiiaaW Pox, 
Mall, 

MalnlMence nod lupporl of the Poor, 
lalare'l on the lomi debt, dodiictlag Income of 

tlie markrt-houie, 
iDcldealal altarger. 
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MOIfOPOLY ACT. 

MaBynttempU were mnda during Uie retolotionary ^ 
War to fii the price of labor nnd commodlllei l" '" 
ItUllve proTltloni. Ali IheM endeevon, of ( 

Ero»cd entirely foliU. In 1777 the lelcclmen of New- 
urypofi, piimiMnl to an act of tlie general court ' to pre- 
vent munopoiy and oppreulon' fiied the prlcea of thloge 
for ihU tuwn. The folloivlnit table cooliilni aaelutracl, 
in eliihabeiical order, of tbelr rcgtilallont. 



etolotionnrf > 
Illei by leg- I 
, of ceurae, | 



Bfltif, bctt fretb lUII fed 


4 lb. 


do. do.gr.Mdo. 


5 lb. 


' (ailed (bbl 240 lb«.) • 
Beio«, 


3 14 bbl. 


6 bub. 


Blubber, refined 


t 10 bbl. 


Board* good white p. mercb. 


8 6 M. 


Bailer, 


10 lb. 


Call'-ckin*, rair 


C lb. 


Cbaite-hlre, 


3 1-2 mli« 


Charcoal, 


< both. 


Cliecie, be<t Aoierieao, 


6 booh. 


Cborolale do do. 


1 e boifc. . 


CJotb cotton BBd linen yd. wide 


3 6 lb. ^ 


«7 









Clotb tow yd. hM* 




3 Jd. 


belt American wooleo 




y.l. 


Coco*, belt, 


e 10 


cwt 


Cod.fbfa, freih, 




1 lb. 


Coffee, good 




4 lb. 


Cotton bj tbe bug. 




lb. 






6 doc 
lb. 




. 1 10 




HMnrhOMttf, 


1. 6 


cwt 


?s^y^ 




6 cirl. 
3 lb. 


liuied 




4 lb. 






0. «ecb 


Bm^Mn, 




41-Calh 


UluGomarMil 




bwh. 




1 10 


cut. 


Inmbl^, 


t 10 


cwt 


Uxir.Tli. 






srr 




i dey 




d.r 


Daj lebortn, Ml feoBd 




d.j 


fend 




dej 


J*bMn, 




8 d.7 


i!-!"-' . . 




iMJ 



Barber* oaca ihavlDf , 

Coopon BmL Mi ml bhd. boop. 

bbl. do. 
CvTrfai^ Itathar 

call Ik IM, 
TsuMtcre t ex. Mrf 1 buM 
TncfcM bbd. l-t aUa, * 
bU.de. 4^ 
Jink, 

Mmiw, laab or vmI, 
DM*, ^ 

OU,UT«r,br tbtbU. 
1^ 
Pwkffr^bMt, 

Mlted (bhl. no IW.) 
IMitHi bm froB !■■ M. !• 



1 Dice* . 

II daj 
1 4 

e 

J S; 

I bwfe. 
4 nL 

s bMh. 



5 S g»\. 

7 8 gal. 

8 qt 

3 10 gal. 

4 S ga). 

6 buib. ' 



Ann, W. I. by iho hbd. loclod. hbd. 

n. F. bj the fahd.'eiclud fabd; 
gallon 
. Rye or rrO'ineal good, 

Salt, good Imported, m o do 

domcillc ranourac. It do 

Sfajngloi, good (dipping, II O H. 

Shoen, be*l mm** neat^ lettbar 8 palr>' 

Shoeing a horaa all aronnd, 1 Q 

Sla*Ms red oak hhd S 10 M. 

Stocking!, bent menV fmolm 6 pair- 

Softr, bMt MoKor. the hhd. f 14 cmI, 

by Ike o«rl. 3 

lb. 8 lb. 

Tallow, gAod tried, t l>S 

Tavenw, *lx. 
Hone, keep. w. Eng. bay t4 h. 

ornlghl, t • 

Dinner boiled and roMt. wlthovt 

wine, 1 6 

Supper or broakrait, 1 

' I^Kiogi 4 

Tobacco ralMit lo thli eUlC, 6 lb. 

Wheal, good merch T 6 botb. 

Wood, good Eauiem, 1 1 cord. 

Wool, good iheep'i I lb. 

Turkiea, ponltry, and dncki, fi 

Tlie- foregoing are the blfketl price*, whieb irerc 
never to be eiceadeil The regalatloa* farther j)re> 
Tid''d ibai a ' Imported ifood*, eiecpl hemp and irarllke 
^ or mlllrary ilores ihoold be mid at an idiaoco efaMri 
. Ihin £950 on £100 prime coit In Eorope. And In en. 
force thit rale, every Mller by wbaje«al» wa* mgolred 
lo dellrer tbe buyer a bill of parceli with (he iiflrllni' 
co«t ao-l bU advance tbereoo, oader p*aaliy ofa forfrll- 
ore of the whole f*lae for hi* orglecl. No retailor ' 
WM permitted lo make an adraqce of more than Iwenljr 
per cent. «n the whnleaale price { mi be wet to dellfcr - 
t UU efporctb If nq«Ml«d. 
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BJWONO AND INSURJU^E. 

I«iNnu«CB,in thii.towD, it DOW coodacled either bj^ 

KmtA Indlf Idaali, or by ngeoU of Boston lutuniDce 
■padiot. Tbere ha? e been tbree incorporated com- 
Moiet In thi* towoY namelji the Merrimac Marine, the 
uoloB, tod the Pbeoix Insurauce Compaoiet. These 
were all dl«olred at succeatire periods; and the low* 
■ess of premianM has rendered it aoprofitabie for an/ ' 
taeorponUed office to transact bosioess In thiii town aiooe. 

There are two banhsy the Newburyporti and Me* 
ehaolcs. 

Tub NawBimrroRT Baitk was Incorporated in 181 f,' 
with a capital of $900,000, reduced in 1814 to $210,- 
000. at which It now remains. 

This Bank i4 the sacce^^or of the M^rrimac Bank, 
Incorporated in 1786, which commenced business with 
a capital of $70,000 In 1799 the Newburyport Bank 
was Incorporated. In 1800 it was dissol? cil and its stock 
was united with that of the Merrimac Bunk. • The stock- 
of the Merrimac Bank paid In, amouDte<l in 1801 to 
$f 26,000. In -1803 a new bank was incorporated by 
the name of the Newbgrr port Bank 'with a capital of 
$900,000. In 1806 the charter of the Merrlmac Bank 
eiplred ; and th«» stock of the Newbury port Bank was 
Increased $<'>0,000, tbe stockholdeni of Merrimac Bank 
harinf a right to i>ob>icrlbe thienom in the stock of the*' 
Newboryport. by this operation, \\\p. enpitai of the 
Newbury port Bank, In 1806, was $660,000. Its char* 
ter eiplred to 18K, at which time the present bank 
was Incorporated. 

Tbb MacHAjncs BaiIk was incorporated in 1812, with 
a eapltal of $20'i,000. It has. not undergone anv legal • 
ehaagee as a corporation, and now transacts banking busi- 
•ees upon the same capital. 

In cooneKloo with tlie subject of B.inking, the press * 
for bank bills of the ^terfoiypo stbel platk, established 
In . lYe wboryport^ deserves to he mentioned. Bank-notes 
bare become a onireral niiiMiitnte (or specie in ihis'^ 
eoantry as the circulating meilium ot traffic, f lence It Is ' 
of the greatest Importance 1 1 prevent, if possible, the "^ 
eosmltrrelUng of bills. Long esperieoce has denoa« 
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•h^ed that Mr. Ja^ Pjrklns, Improremeiits la th^ 

T^^^t}'^^^^^^^''^^^'^ eild leave nothing 
b^ d^ired but that all banks should he compsSw tolsa 
^steel plate ir ther are so regardlewTSe Jib^ 
8:ood as not to do It voluntarily. ^ 

^/^•.''^["""tP?^ ^^ ***«•• Wile 11 la the hands of 
wr. Abraham Perkins, brother of Mr. Jacob Perkins, 

hi^ M. I ^* *'*'''""•' •drantag.^ of the plate contain- 
og his Improvements are many and evident. One Is 

!•! 7 m •^'""•'•"J^ «>f •" th« hills. A copperplate, a^ 
I!!i 5'^"* ^^\^^ ••^*" thousand impressions, becomes 
worn down and must he retouched with the graver:— 

S ti- Km/'''J?K "'.*''? r ^iffe-^nce in the appearance 
4f the bills. The steel plate, on the cent raVyT affords 
an immense number of pribts before the linei on the 
Jitl f ~ "^^^^ •^^ !''• Impression changed. Another 

and delicacy of their work, and the endless multiplicity 

2i,°?i'"'r* '*"•." graven upon them, which it to idle 
for the foiger to think of imitating with succens. The 
check letter on tbe back of Perkins* bill«i, as well as 
the beautiful lathe-work on their lace, are likewise pe. 
culiarilies, which have seldom or never been skiifolly 
tonnterfeited. In short, these and other excellencies 
of the stereotype bills are such as to baffle the art of 
coonterfeilers, who readily succeed In forging bills di£. 
ficnit to be distinguished from the be«t of any other do. 
scription. The quantity of work on Perkins* Mlh Im- 
parts to (hem a certain heaviness of appearance, which 
some persons have appeared to think a ground of objec 
tlon. But nothing, certainly, Is more Ide and ridicolooa 
than to prefer a mere pretty bill to a safe one. la 
troth, however, there are few plates, which give a more 
neat, finished, and giaceful Impression, than iho^ 
which come from the graver of Murray and Faimaa.'^ 
Mr. Paft ins prints bills for about ttviiil^ banks. 

* Hswb«f>perl Herald Ik Naf 8tih ll». 
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MHiP BUlLDiNO. 

Ai Newburrporff potiewes no site with water powtrtt 
It iUmm not •doril fiicilltlet for the ettabliihmoot of tboMT 
mmioractorles ivhich require the epplicfttlmi of a great 
moTlfif lerce lo complicated mucbinery. It ban local 
•draiilafni for two inanofactaret, hower^r, which ha? e| 
In tim^ pant, been the tonrce of macb wealth to Its in- 
baliitantn. Thete are the iliitillatioo of ram, and Miip- 
buiUlitig ; to which the citijsens, in their memor4al to 
coitgroM in 1774, attributed a prominent ranic in the 
enameratlon of their IratineM. 

Siiip-RviLoiao ban long been known at a itapie man* 
nfactiira of the townt on the Merriroac. The rlref 
waff distinguished, at an enriy period, for prodacinr 
good timber, nkllfol and indoJitrioiM carpenters, and 
•tauttch f e«Keli.* Old Inhabltanti of the town can re^ 
member when there have been a hundred Teewii build- 
toig at one lime along the bank of the river op th0 
Newbury fide below the bridge Formoriy thera wera 
ee?eral fhlp jarde in the town of lYewbnryport. The 
landing.place in Market pocare wae lony iwed for that 
porpoM, and called the mtddU $hip-yard. But the hi« 
creafe of the commerce of the town anbtfeqaent to 1800 
produced a change in tbii respect ; and ail the princh 
pal fhip-yards are now in Newburj and Salisbor/. 

The hhtorlan Douglas, while he reflecU upon the , 
•hip builders of Newburj to the advantage of those of 
Boston, admiU that better vessels were built here than 
«t any other place in the country It may be inferred 
from hb account, however, that when the carpenters of 
the Merrimae slighted their work, it was oalng le» to 
Ibemselvei than to the cupidity of the foreign mercbanta 
who dealt with' them. They built a large number of 
Tewls for the British market ; and oHentimes wera 
compelled to employ materials of less excellencoj^to 
meet the iiliheraliiy of n griping contractor n^road.— 
1b illostration of this Douglas relates the followtag an- 
ecdote. • As contracts (he says) are generally to b# 
paid In goods, they build accordingly. Thua a noted 

• OMflss* luHHnary, val. I, ptff Oi. 
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Mlder (1751) T. W. jocosely said that As had bmUifyr 

The Boston and Hancock continental frigates were 
built here; and the Merimac and Wasp, sloops of war. 
Tlie government of the United Sutes, la esubli^blog 
aWp-yHnls at various places along the coast, have harf 
ly done jMtice to the Merrimae In passing over a aitii. 
•»loo, wnere ships of war of the smaller ciase could be 
constructed to great advantage. 

The number of vesseU buiit on the Merrimae has 
greatly dimioUhed within the last fiAeen or tweutv 
yt-aw. but ladiiUes for carrying on this bu.-«iness auj 
•tlU be found here, to greater eitent than at mosi otiier 
places in the State. Many large lorei*U of tbe noblest 
oak over^badow the sides of the Merrimae ; jibe oie- 
cbanics open iU bauks have lost none of tbeir ex. 
cellence in the art of sblp-bulMing ; aud the cheapness 
of rent and of the means of subsisiMnce tliere enables 
them to afiord labor at a moderate compensation, and 
Would tberelore lessen the cost of buUding and of na- 
Tal equipments. 

Nothing Is wanted to restore the naval business of the 
town to its lormer vigor but to baye this mHUufacture of 
ships carried on by a company with adequate capital.— 
They might import, themselveS| tbe iron, hemp', sail- 
cloth, copper and other articles used in building, and 
thus save the freight upon those commodities. And by 
carrying on tbe business systematically and economi- 
cally, it would seem that they could not but succeed. 

There Is hanlly any single object, which would more 
decidedly tend to renovate the prosperity of the town, 
than ship-buiMing carried on eitensivclv. There Is no 
tpecies of manulacture', which woukl be more benefi* 
cial lo ail the industrious classes of the cftimmunity. 
It has been estlmatei ihat when a vessel built In New- 
England U wholly fitted for sea, two thirds of her cost 
nre a clear profit to the countr}, the other third behig 
iron, cordage, and other Imported articles. The ship 
manufactory employs and supports more than thirty 
two dlstlnt trades ; while It Is a business eminently 

^ IkmglM* 8«Mary» vet U» piffa 69. 
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iMiUhrg) Ib all lU brutcbet, maalr, aitd admlraUjr ul- 
cnlated to do rUti a race of actiTS aiid bard/ ;«o. 

*"''* DISTIUXRIES. 

Tbc clote Intercoune of ibU town wilh thi WmI Id- 
' lUa Ulaod* giTs i( earl; adranlag'et In the imporuilos 
of moitKitt and lb« dliUllalloQ ol ram. The quiinllt/ 
ofttili commodity maouraclured la (be town bu« varied 
ciceedlngly nt dilfarenl |jeriodi ; ullbou^h leu Tor tha 
lut ten or SlUen yean, [n leSU, nbca the centui waa 

IUkeii, It wu cilciilaled lb»t four illililleriei In the 
town cuD'uoie'l 3(.i00 bog'heiiili of moUxei RDnuiUy,^ 
Ot the ruiD produesd, li wiu aappoieil lba( ahool oa« 
fitlh wu exfiorlcd (0 forelgii counlrlei, and (ha mt 
dl'po>ed of lo ibe Unllad dlaiei. There mity be about 
3600 bogoheitdi drilled the pre*eot your. 

lu thi< yiiir (790 tbero wera lea dl'tllierlei In the 
toira I and la 1808 ibere wera eight;— but aKhoogh the 
Bumlier of disdilerle* non I* -Ijmlnl^hpd, Ibe quauiKy at 
rnu produced ii aa\ girobitbly niucb, it' aoyileM (ban II 
waa at tba former perlodi. 

MARITIME COMMERCE. 



very large, and aUhoogb much dimlDltbed oon, |i •lUl 
DuUe cOD>lderal'le. 

Xbe follonltig taMe eihlMli the amounl of tonnage 
'baloaglDCto Nawburyport at Ibe ttTeral yean.ipacu* 



n89 B9 *at««li 

1700 ReglMrred 16119 

Earollad 3673 
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• T«« V (Icee if Ihi ibera iVEMib an b ih« Nobun ywt UanM, 



1886 • Kegldtered 7603 
Eorolled itBsi 

'"7 SOOOSt 

'* 46101 

lis "'" 

Til. nlu.i,roi,Kh.iiltotoport.il ""' 

'"\'. "'"»'■ ■<•■»■* mercbudln itponal »u 
™' I«e6184 

ml »™== 

J°, S'Srli 1,"° """ -"• "».'*"°ri,.b,„. 

i^M.'. .'i..p:S',Lr."; 'd "■"■■ ■"'' "" •""'"•"• 

UI^mTT Vi' "'""'" commerce rfih. ,i^' || 
";' "* ""'cr Maporl* in the counlrv, hiil no wher* wu 
W..1,, „„ |,„„ ^ »l.,p,,i„', ,;'.ri,„: ta *" 
d-Jioroureoji,in.tcUipr«.p.rli,. "■'•,»»• 

.ffh.Jif.U.'.Vy'''''"'''"' •""• "" • f '"» 

ll tauni tin jttr tmHof last 
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"ft, MM H««k rf"' «''")r '" "* """■ 

the Mckei*! fitblog for U.« wmoo wm to »»»*•»« 
tbot 30, and the qWMiUlj of mtciewi csu^u. ^ 

*• ^f** ™'^n.ntUY of firfi Uk«n to the coa-fiihefy, 
l«^TX«tog 2 U.I. Dtotrto.. for tb. I»U«. 

. 5jnS iST^bfot «0,000 qotoUto, "•"«^,Sg . 
gjjy?? .!lL Thk butoMt probiAly emptoyi 300 



«. • 



The «» P.W to thi. Dirtrict for bo«.U6t for (h« 

.d lo«««e b«lo»gl-« to tbU torn. • P"^^"^'^ 
•r cDrollea 1W8I toofc A* '•"!L,S!.«d wm ««* 

dimtoithed. -«,,•* btobW benafietol to 

The fiihtog badBMi >»•• I«^«?5*"Yhn»«ii perti of ' 

ih, M.tb p(rt of th. ♦"rv'^'i?^ wrrSto f«c» I. 

Mveh M we 5"« "!^ „i!!ilrit» of oor BdMriaa 
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kiarinerii thab o«r fisheries.* . There Is no bosioesi^, 
which If more purely a profit on labor than this | and it 
Is, therefore, pecallarlj deseirflng encoaragement as a 
branch of domestic lodostry. 

The coastinff trade of the United States Is constant!/ 
Increasing; and'oven no«r employs a mnch greater ton* 
nage than the foreign. The snnjolned remaks are ap- 
plicable to the fisheries as well as to onr domestic nu* 
rine commerce.* 

^ Navigation in the coasting trade, in respect to its 
inflnence iii exciting to prodaction in the difierent di* 
^. Tisions of in«fttttry, operates with double the effect that 
oar naf igation in foreign trade does, because oar foreign 
narigation dirides its inflnence, emulojing one half of 
It at home to the enconra^ment of home Industry, and 
carrying the other half abroad to the equal encourage* 
ment of foreign industry. Whereas the coast-wise nar* 
«. lotion, though it dirides its influence between the placee 
It connects In intercourse, yet employs the whole of it 
at home, to the encouragement of home product ion.— 
Our Inland and coast-wise trade is beyond comparisoa 
more important to national interests than our foreign 
commerce. It employs more tons of nii?igation than 
the foreign ; and the vessels it employs make several 
Interchanges of merchandise, while the vessels employed 
in the foreign trade are making but one. It employe 
more capital, in proportion as the amoont of goods to be 
exchanged bv it is greater ; and the capital employed 
affords equal profit in praportimi to its amount The 
home market for the surplus products of our various In* 
dustry, with the exception of two or throe articles of 
southern produce, is probably of four times the extent 
•f the foreign market.'* ' • 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In the year 1696 there were 10 manufactories of Air 
and, plated BATS of different oualities in Newburyport 
and lu vicinltv. Their whole capital was estimated 
at |17,600 and they employed In all 66 persons, 

PH astflsssfWkkal 
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it it c«1cQltted that 90 perROot are employed lii the 
town In the roannfactare oftHois and aoom, and that the 
^aloe of their prodncti amoontt annnallj to ^50,000. 

LAmo^t Bbmi, Poutih and Al^ are well linown hi 
the United States. Mr. Uird emigrated to this country 
from Scotland, and commenced brewing here In 1785.— 
The gradual increafo of the boninew obliged him to en- 
large hit worlifi at tnccettflre periods, first In 1789, and 
nfterwardt in 1793. The pretent worlcs were c««cted 
in 1793 and are capable of produciog opwardt of 8000 
barrelt annnallj. It Is of the first qnalltj and of ettab- 
llthed repnUtlon. . '^^ 

in Newborj. near to the bounds of Newbnnrport there 
ere ex|enslire Cordaoe manufactoiles. They ., were 
fire In number In 1803—1805, employing from 40 to 50 
hands, and producing annually from 800 to 300 ton^ w 
cordage, rained at about |70,000. For the last firo 
years the number of manufiictories hat been tii, the 
number ofperaont employed 25 to35, the^qunntitT of 
cordage numufactured from 130 to 160 tons, rained at 
430,000. In addition to this about |8,000 woHh of 
white Ifaiet and cord hare been manufactured annnallj 
the last three years, employing about 1 5 workaaen. 

There Is a large wool-fuluho and morocco dressing 
ettobllthment In Newburyport, at which abont 10000 
skint are dressed annually. r ^ -^ 

The fUsniiii Staob ConrAaT runt a line or ttage 
coachet, hicluding the mall coach, from Boston through 
Newburyport to Portsmouth, besltte tereral bye-rontes. 
Thit line employet «87 horses, serenty of which am 
kept In Newbury poH. It has 35 coaches and 1 1 chateet. 
ThIt jlne it celebrated^ throughout the United Statet, 
for the eiceilency of lU horses, drirers and conehet «^ 
and for the rapMity, safety, and regnlarlty of its more- 
nents. All the coaclies are constructed la Newbury- 
port In the stage yard thera are «5 artisans employed 
chiefly in the rarioon branches of carriage making and 
the subsidiary trades, who manufnctura 20 coachet year- 
ly, betide chaises. Thera It alto another chaise menu- 
fcctory In Newburyport. . ii ^ ^i 

The manufactnra of oold and tiLrna hat been carri- 
fid oi to lome fttent In thit town for tereral year^ 
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^particnlarlr In the articles of necklaces, thimhieti and 
tpoons. Thirty hands aro usually engaged In tiiif busi« 
nets, who produce goods to the amount of 40 or 50,000 
dollars. 

Some beautiful specimens of the latter articles made, 
at the establishment of the Messrs Bradbury for the or- 
der of the Hampshire, Fraokiin, and Hampden Agricul*. 
tural Society, and distribated at Northampton last au- 
tumn in praroinnM, wera much admired, 
r They hare recently succeeiled in the eKtablisbment 
of a manufactory of thimbles by machinery on an im- 
prored and original method. The mode they hare in- 
rented combines dural»ilily in the commodity with fa- 
cility nf eiecution. Tiiey now manufacture them for 
eiportatlon as well as dimiestic consumption. » 

The number of sbops for the ratail of oar goods now 
kept in Newburyport Is aiiout twenty two, hating an 
aggregate capital which has been OAtiroated at about 
^0,000. The amount of capital thus inrested in thin 
town previin* to the war was yerj much greater ; bnC 
ha« diminished with the general decrease of business. 

lUis naid tliat in 1766 thera wera but three shops 
for En •li'ih goo«l9 in Newburyport. These belonged tp 
JoSn Harris, Tt-i^tram Dalion, and Patrirk Tracy. 

Tiie TARffiao bo«ine«s i« carried on successfully in the 
ricluity of Newburyport, partlcolariy in the town of 
Ne«%bury. where there are four tanneries which tan an- 
ndaily 900 hides, and 400 skins. Be«ide this, thera It 
an exlen!*ire tannery in West Newbury and tereral la 
Salisbury. 

The manufacture of combs Is a rcnr considerable 
branch of Industry in West Newbury. In the manufac- 
ture of ahell-combs thirty person* are employed, who 
m<ke in each year 56,0<H>dosen of shell-combs of rarl« 
cu!« sizes raiued at ^140,00a In the manufacture of 
hora-combs, an hnndrefl persons are employed, who 
make an'iunlly 43,000 dozen horn-combs, raiued at |43|- 
000:— In all 5183,000. 

" CHAitEs are mnnnlactured extenslrely In West New- 
bury and Newbury. In Belleville in the town of Newbu- 
ry aifont IOOch:tisesare made yearly amounthig to^l3- 
000 in ralue. From <lxty to terenty chaltet era made 
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in WmI Newbarj. Tbtre art alfo two largo bat 
vfacloriai ip Balle? Ilia. About fiAj periMmt art tBlplo]^ 
od lo Watt Neivbory la tbo maottfactora of won. 

In 1824 tha namber of ucehseo tiiors wan fiAj foar, 
botidei fira poblkc win. Tbera ora oow In Nawbory* 
port six AroTHECAiUBt^ «bopt ; nix for tbo mIo of hapo* 
WARBor caocRuiT ; Ian jbwxluou' or watch makers* | fim 
JOOKiaixxat* am) itaiionerf, of wbom two nra book-bind* 
on; Ihrea pxiimjio officas; tofon practiiing LAWfsaai^ 
•a?an rmrticuifs ; and two cmcuLATiao uaiuiiiis. 

Of tradat and arti oxarclfod In tho town, among 6tb' 
ar«, ara on« oMkar of matbeniatlcal inttmmantSiTorlj- 
fivo H0V8C jontaafl, aightaen block makbks, tbirtj fifa 
CAaiirrr makkm, tbirtj four PAWTCiiSf six Tm Hciri tbirtf 
MAsoRf, aiavao bakxks, twantjr bjuckjukeks bi tba town 
and viclnUjr, nina cAouuiia, ten aioouis, twantj aAii«« 
MAKcas, fira tallow-chakdixrs and tbirtj aigbt black- 
8Mmn : Incloding, In iba foregohig conputalioo, joaiw 
oayinan and approntlcat, as wall at mastar worlunm. 

The maonfactnra of tobacco Is entitled to atlantlaa. 
It employs mora tlian fort? hands. They maaafactara 
the amount of fi?b tqbs of snufff and tbraa milli<i(|s fifa 
hundred tbonsiind cigars annuslly. 

These deUils might be extended further; bat thaf 
Will, as now made, famish some idea of the praaant** 
stale of tha business and trade of Newburjport Tha 
author has Introduced the mentlflo of two or tbiaa stapla 
manufactures of the Immediate neighborhood^ wlthoatf 
of coursoi pretending to make a full reUtloa of tbaai.'^ 
Had his plan permitted, he might have srlven an aecooat 
of tha costly and axtensl? a erections and tha flourishing 
manufactures at the fails on Powow river In Aosasbtiry 
and Salhibury, which would sho«v that ▼liiafe to be em- 
aloos of the growth of Lowell, Somersworibf and Dar* 
er. 3ut this must be resenred for aaothar occailOD.* 

NEWSPAPERS. 

A newspaper was first establinhed la Nawbarypart in 
1779, by Isaiah Thoosas and Henry W. TtBgas.«»llr. 

s Th^ saibsf hai bmms tsiM ssllssttsss tavsiwi si 
Wr^hiitHaifttovByaMisf AMSfkaty i^vhisk ha 
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*«• paper, with V^h^u\ ^&1TT'* '^ "^ 
•f the peMat day. Infn^tcf^M^t^'* "•'»-t«pan 
two •ograTlaM, one a rt.^1. ,."'""" ^•'*'*' •'• 

Tha prtotlag offica of Thama. and i wL .,_, , 

prialan, h (aa cheap ai an»^!„*. *. f'*'?J' "» 
qaartara of (ha globe." Tha fot o^'^'^ '" """ **"' 
(Qbjoioed adrerttoeiMAt • ■"**' **""'»• ««>• 

* Tiw— t.A, . * PWNTINO. 
for their reeeptloo. a^ ftl „2l..- "'J' *** "Peaed 

iLwhowiuj^ahiiir'Sac?.;::?" "•"- 

I. a- .toate «..h «„ber o^^^t^ZSSLi 

^ . 'STAGE COACH. ■*"•"**■«■» : 

»n Im than a vaar .A- .k ^"^ WKT.' 
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Ib.1777 tli6 title of (he fMiper wti ebMMd (e (hut oC 
!%• Ett€X Jtmmmi mi^i fftw Hampihire PutkU^ %mA II 
WM pQblblieil 00 Fridiijr bj Jobe Mjrcall end H. W/ 
Tinges. 

lo 1776 19ft find Mr Mjrcall sole proprietor of the pe- 
per ; noon after which the price was riilsed to eight thll* 
lingt; end the pilnting office renofed to Weter street 
a little below the FerrjWNj. 

It would eppeiir, by an ad? ertteement In Ibln pa- 

SerJoljrltth 1776 that aa losarance office was thea 
r«t opened In Newbnryport. 

The following Item or Intellifence poe*eMef nerma- 
Bent lotere^t It appears In the Etiei Joomal Jaljr t6Ui 
1776. 

( BOSTON, Jnljr 25 — Tharsdaj lant, porsaant to the 
order of the honorable conncil, was proclaimed from 
the balcony of the State Hou<<«! in this toivii, the Dtdar^ 
elionofthe A»turiean CO.Y^IRES"^, alniolvln^ the Unit* 
•d Colonies from tUir allegiance to the Brithh Cmwo, 
and declaring them AVm und indeptndeni Stnie$. There 
were pre^nt on tho occasion. In the Ceancil Chamheri 
the Committee of Council, a number of the hooombla 
house oC KeprestentillYe*, the Magistrates^ Ministers, Se« 
lectmen, and nth^r gentlemen ot Bonton an'l the neigh* 
bouring town*i ; also the commispion, and other officers 
of the Continental regiments, matloned here, two of 
which .were nnder Arm^ in KHg Street, forme«l Into 
three lines on the North side, an^l In thlrteeo dirlslomi ; 
llkewi^ a rletalchnent from the MaMacboiaetlfi regl- 
flSfnt of Artlllor/i with two piece* of Cann<m on th«*lr 
rl/ht wing, \t one o^clock the Declaration vfas pro* 
clttlm*!'! bjr Col. Thomas CMft% w ilch was receiirpd 
with gre-tt y^Vn eipresMd Hj three b is»ies from a gr^fat' 
Concourse of pe(ipl<«, as««*mMed on the occtslon, aOer 
which, on a xignril gi? (?n. tUlrtf*««n plecM of cannon wera 
fir*?d frin the f«>rt on Port- Hill. tho«ie at Dorchester 
neck, the Cattle, Nanta^ket, and Point Alderton, also 
dhcbanced th'?!/ C-inuon: Then tlie detachmi*nt of Ar^ 
Ullerjr diMS laric'ed tlielr cmnon thirteen times, which 
W4fi followed hjr the iw*> r«!fim(*nts gifint Iheir fira 
fr*>in the t lirteen divi<«i *n^ in *acceMlnn.# Th^se firings 
tforrespooded ta the oumlber of the American 5tataa 
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cro.0 *<.^,!^S;:l,h*';;r ' :£. Sr/i:.""^ -^ 

H Ik no! materUI to follow «.!..? .'T'^'' '" "»• ••wS; 
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Cweot |^ri«d^ »»'• .•'•".•S^i, Tucker .nd RobW*«« 
K KlSX K^to 7796 by B-rreU - F»- 

Tho PoHHe.1 CiileoHa' »» »«°A?Cw. k J. OUm««»: 



> 



• 4 






H 



VwrnrnvKfTOKt has jott cause to regard, with bonefl 
jpride, the maojr diitlogulsbed iodiriduals, wbote birth 
or residence io tbe town ba?e added so nmcb to Its rox 
spectabilily. To do justice to her eminent sons by a 
complete biography ol* them would far transcend tbe 
limits and plan of tbis work. A »hort notice of some 
among them Is ail, which the place and occHsion will 
warrant 

The cleigymeni whose Tirtoes and piety were dis- 
played io tbe discharge of their pastoral fuociioos here, 
hare been commemorated already, in gi? log an account 
of their respeclire parishes; and tbey need not, of 
epurse, be a^n enumerated. 

Delicacy forbids thut the author should attempt the 
task, otherwise most grateful, of describing the charac* 
ter of liflng inhabitants of the t>'wn. HIp brinf sketch* ' 
es will be confined to those, who hare either craned to 
reside among us, or whose namea are consecrated by 
death. 

TucoraiLvs BnADBtmr mta descended from Thomas 
Bradbury, a magistrate in 1650, and one of the first set* 
tiers of balisbury. Ue was boru in Newbury in 1739, 
and graduated at Harvard College In 1767. After stud- 
ying law io Boston he commenced the practice of It bi 
Portland, (then called Falmouth) In 1761. 

Whilst In Falmouth be attained tbe reputation of aa 
able adfocate and a faithful, npriffht, and learned coun- 
aallor. And during this period Tbeophilus Parsons pur- 
sued the study of law in his ofiice. 

In 1776 Portland was burnt by com. Bfowat; and sooa 
afterwards, In 1779, Mr. Bradbury removed to Newbo- 
lyport, his oatlre town. He was at that time rery 
falsely sospeeted of being uufrlendly to the cause ef the 
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hli hott»e lo Filmoolh ttc«p«A ^ 

B grtdoallT row to ^w"*^***" J" 
public lift. Bcildo «.»> osbtr 

;.olnled a jastlce of \h€ Sap^ 
e be conUottcd until 1803:-io«i 

\ iRte Georife B«^f .-'y ^^Jj^ 
IctofCumberUiidinConr^ 

I Cro^ were emoog *''*??1 f!Sl. 
tlzens of Newborjport. Tbe for^ 
I the Utter In '3B. ^bey were 
AbU m the bullHlng yert of 
Cro«, opiKHlte the bottom of U»e 
i^S^of • number of hit irwAe,^h^ 
rtrcoo^truct . floUUa •" the J''^ 

r?"j5 xrr. ssr^ 

Sn'hli return he for«e- • ^^Tf; 
other Rnlph. The bwlnew of the 

In addition to their •h»pb«"*»^ 
sDKHKed m trade at home and abroad 

cemfnt of the Re^^^"'/*" J^*^ uSt 

Prom the number of mei l« tbair 

cltl£«*ni had betier opportiinUlea oi 

.1 coofiaence.. And the Jjeord. of the 

L aciWe part, •'h»<^b »i'Va« „5 
I ibat these opportunities were not 

en was the first selectman €"»«••• »/ 
I .epamilon from Ne^thurj. Both 
nto the cause of the ret oluUon wHb 
nation. Both were members of lb« 
ly and correspondence. J*««y ?ri?!2 
.density of Interest In P«W^ co«w^ 
sbleatthe present «tar JJ'/JgS 

malthas men ^^"^ ^^^"^ Z^l ^.t 
leholdi Stephen was cbowo one w 
tS town to the first Prof loclal Coor 



97 

£ress. Several were elected, bat he and the well 
known Jooatbin Orcenleaf, vrbose friend and coadjutor 
he was during his whole life, ncre the only ttto, who 
accepted their appointments. lie was a member of 
this body during most of the war, and of tbc General 
Court, that succeeded, for many years aAerward. At the 
commencement^f the rerolution Ralph was a captain 
in the militia, commissioned by the royal Governor— 
His commission is dated in 1773. He afterwards accept- 
ed one from the Provin9iai Congress, and signalized- him- 
self by bis jKeal and assiduity In training his men. In 
1777 be joined the northern army as Lt. Colonel of the 
regiment raised In this quarter, commanded by Col. 
Johnson of Andover. His bstlallon formed part ol two 
regiments ordered In September to advance against the 
garrison at Tlconderoga with the intent of taking pes* 
session of It. The enemy being reinforced, tlie regi- 
ments were compelled to retreat and joined the camp 
at Stillwater on the fourth of October. The fourth 
day following occurred the memorable battle, which oc* 
casioned Burgoyne^s surrender. This was one of the 
first detachments of militia engaged In the action. — 
The brothers, with others, contracted i»ith the 
State, and built the frigates Hancock, Boston, and Pro- 
lector, and several other vessels of war. Thn forniei* 
was built In the jaid of Jonathan Greenleal, between 
Bartlet and Johnson^s wharves, the two last at the yani 
of Steplien Cross, now occupied by Titcomb and Lunt 
at a ma^t yard. 

At the close of the war Stephen was appoli\^d 
•uperintendiint of the cicise, and ai\erwards col- 
lector of the customs for the port of Newbury port- 
Some Imputation of mtiiman>ig^m«!ot, together probably 
with hi* political senilment*, caused him to bo remov- 
ed from the last office. Whale rer it wu, it did not di- 
minish the confidence of his fellow cltizeiH ; for he was 
the year alter his removal elected a member of the 
Qeneral Court, and soon afUir received the appointment 
of postmaster. In the la^t office he continued till he di* 
ed In 1809. 

Ralph also filled various honorable offices* lie was 
fhr fit yeartf from 1790 to 179d| brigadier gener* 
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After ponolog ^1! rf\°iblrt H^J.r of S.rbleh^J, 
awrried • daaghter of Rown "'"H . merchut 

Sewte oflhe United SUte.t J"«" {J'j^Sw* ooJ w 

moved to WMhtegton. "• ~7„ Jj-c.a'him fro« 
there, which, projrlog Sl^'J^' SJriS?yor of 
•fflaence to po»erty. He ^^ •PPXcoottaued to the 

dieherge of hi. <»«*'•' J'l\"'^'^rii « fcmUy of freat 

The<0»ean«An •""•.•V*?^Threebrotheriof thet 

eoMiderelioD In N«''»»»'yPf'l„^'* Bwmw, ion of 

mfk. «l «•»« !"•»'"« <f;"'!S^; of the precedtof, W- 

JoMAnuii OiiMKwr, nep*** « wsrsoMlTe dlctloP, 

dbtingnbhed for hto wt'^VSSltoftwrtopoWlcllfc. 

• ceoSlletIng oennert,' •»* ' P**^;" 3,«i, iTtSOT, *t 
He ated to Newho^por^ hi. gl«i puoe, ^^^ 
the age of eighty foor. He filted we o««. ^ 
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awi practical food teose, in the important duties of the 
tiding crifit of tho rcfolotion. 

Bkhjamiii GRBBNLCAr, coailo of Jonathan^ and another 
nephew of the first named Benjamiot was born at thto 

Slace In March 1738 and died here In January 1799. — 
[e resided some time In Kitterjr ; and returned here In 
1761. He held ?arioos important oflices in the service 
of his nail? e town, of the tounty, and of the common- , 
wealth. He was member of the Executire Council of 
Massachusetts during the revolutionary war. He was 
also a member of the Senate after the adoption of the 
constitution ; a chief jumice of the court of Common 
Pleas ; nnrl for a long period Judge of Probate for the 
comity of Essex. 

Sremluf Hooper was the son of Stephen Hooper, a 
merchant of distinction In Newbury port, where the sub* 
ject of this nrticio was bom in 1785:— ^oon after which 
time his father removed to Newbury. He was fitted 
for college at Dummer Academy and graduated at Cam* 
bridge in lOOO. After studying law (or the stated peri- 
od, be was admitted to the bar, and opened aft office In 
Newburyport. 

Whilst yet a student at law he represented Newbury 
in the General Court at the age of 25 ; and six years af- . 
terwards he was elected a member of the Senate from 
the district of Essex. In these situations, although 
wanting in business-talents and industry, he was distin* 
gulshed as an eloquent debater. 

In 1818 he removed to Boston ; and devoted himself 
to the practise of his profession. During his residence 
there he was for several years an alderman of the city. 
He died in 1825, aged 40.* 

JoMATHAN Jacksor was otto of the eminent patrlots.of 
Essex during the revolution and the early period of our 
constitutional history. Ho wrote some of the best po« 
litical tracts of the day,-i-was a member of Congress, 
and held several offices of responiibiUty and honor.— 
He was bom In Boston ; but settled here as a merchant 
early in life, and spent the most efficient part of It In 
the town. Several years before his death he removed 
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or the ne.t .rUc|e. „^ »""•!!' il« to 

Flnt RellgloOT Society '" "\ «, 'i^, became N««- 
Wfftpoit, to n**- "•.""rJr hU profe»»<»» ^e eetttod 

r,l6 he removed to B«.t««. "J^^^, ,f ^e c«.f«*»o« 
?LVer .Xrthrr^LeM of the ^J«J 

S5rJre«rrm':tchiri~-^^^^^ 
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":^ »«.*»«>«•»• ••V^'^'Triodge .«i'for hta 
M«l to the c«o«e of »«»»""*^ !".mber of the corpor^ 

Man of Hm«"<^ College , "nu 

of the American Acadcmy-T jj^^ j,^ In £«w- 

The poet Roa»* Treat r*'"* ,^ «hlM be 

boMPOrt under the direction of P«"^~ ^^^ t^jog, on 

Sd here, PrX^^U^tSu of i«i«> -" 

•TJS"«^ P*«« »•- ^*" rffii HU merit •« 
ofthtowork. H« *•* *^"diu„?ol.hed. Be.ldet ««. 
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TRE^iaLVs Pamo:!!, a namt identified with Che hta- 
iorj of our latr, laid the foundaUoof of hl^ emineDCC in 
Newbiirjrport. Born in Newbarj in February 1750, 
he receired iho nidimentt of hi« edocation at Dom- 
mer Academy, ander the celebrated master Moody. — 
His father, the Rev. Motea Parsona, was minister of By- 
field |wriih in Netrburv. He was graduated at Harrard 
college in 1769, and afterwards stadled law InFalrooatb^ 
now Portland, and while there taught the grammar 
school in that town. He practised law there a few 
years ; but the conflagration of the town by the British 
in 1775 obliged him to return to his father's house, 
where be met judge Trowbridge, and recelTed the 
most Taluable insCrnctioos from that eminent jurist.— 
He soon resumed the practise of his profession in this 
town, and rapidly rose to unrivalled reputation as a law- 
yer. 

I In 1777 he wrote the famous Es^ex Result, and in 1770 
was an active member of the Convention, which framed 
the State constitution. 

In 1789 he was a member of the convention for con- 
sidering the present constitution of the United States, 
and was peculiarly instrumental in procuring its adop- 
tion. 

In 1801, he was appointed attorney general of the 
United States, but declined accepting hi? commission. 

In 1800, he removed to Boston. In 1800, he was ap- 
pointed chief justice of the Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts, and bis profound legal opinions have mainly 
contributed to settle the principles of our cipository 
law. 

He died in Boston October 13th 181.3, with re*puta- 
tlon as a judge and a lawyer unequalled in Massachu- 
setts.^ 

Nicholas Pive, son of Rev. James Pike» was bom in 
Somersworth In 1743. He was graduated at Harvard 
college in 1766, and taught a grammar school, first in 
Yorii, afterwards in Nowburypoi t. In 1788, be publish- 
ed his Sffitem of Arithmetic^ which still deservedly sus- 

• Knaiip't Binf . SkeCelm p. 57 ^-<7. J. Psrker't Ckar|c, Mm. Rep. 
nil Imufe II9V belongi to Dr ONvcr Prctcfltt. 
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tains hif h rcpoUllon. He trat long a dlillitfQltad acU 
inf BMghtnite in Newbnryport, where he died In !>•• 
cember 1810.^ 

The life and character orOuTBa PmrAx have already 
been sketched t 

MiCAjAU SAwrcai a physician of eminence, was bom 
at Newbury in 1737, and was gnid anted at Har* 
Yard college in 1756. He was mnch diMingolsbed In 
the practise ofhif profemlon and as a citizen; anti died 
at an advanced age In 1816«- 

JoHif Bamtaiid Swett wns highly dlstingnl^hed as a 
physician, scholsr, and genllenian. He was bom In this 
town and grednated at Harvard college in 1771 ; and af- 
terwards tra?e1led in ?arloos parts, whence he mtnmed 
with a mind richly stored with professional and classi- 
cal learning. He established himself In Newburrport 
In 1780. He died in 1796, at the age of 46, falling a 
aacrlBce to his 6delity in the exercise of his jirofessloii 
daring the calamitous p«5riod, when the yellow ferer 
preYaiipd In Newburjpoit. 

Oeorob Thacreii, a justice of the Bopmme Court of 
Massachusetts, removed from Biddeford to Newbury- 
port in 1820, on the separation of Maine fmm Masstt- 
chusetts. He resided here until a short time befora his 
death, which took place at Biddeford in 1824. He wet 
bom at Yarmouth In 1764 and was educated at Har- 
▼ard college. Ho practised law for many yean la 
Maine with great reputation and success. 

He was a member of Congress for a long period, 
fmm 1788 until bis appointment to the Supremo Courts 
In which he held a seat for mom than twenty years 
pravious to bis decease. „ ../ 

Among the first settlers of Newbury was William 
TiTCOHB, who emigrated fmm Newbury In England In 
1635. His grandson col. Moses Titcomb was distli^^ 
f«lsbed In the expedition against Loulsbnrg to 1746, 
u»d aQerwards commanded a mglment at Cmwn Point 
.nl765, whem he was killed while r^cooooltriaf the 
memies* post. Another of the descendants of WlUlam 
ritcomb, captain Michael Titcomb, beleoged to Wash^ 

^ Nfv HtfB|i. C«lc«. n. I4S. t A«««- PH« •'• 
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lngtou*s Uh\j guard. Two others, Enoch Titcomb ami 
Jonathan Titcomb, deserve separate notice. 

Eifocn Titcomb was bred to mercantile pursuiU, but 
as be advanced in life attained rank as an upright ju^ 
dicioas public servant. He was an ardent whigj nod 
served as a brigade major at Rhode Island, among the 
troops commanded by general Soiiivan. AAenrards he 
held diOcrent town offices for many years. At the age 
of forty he became a member of the legislature, and 
continued in office, either as representative or senator, 
until the Infirmllies of age obliged him to retire into 
private life. He was also for a long time a justice of 
the peace and a notary public Without possessing 
brilliMnt talents, he was yet estimable for bis piety, in. 
tegrity, and good sense. He died in 1814, aged 02. 

JoKATUAK TrrcoMB was disting*jlsbed as an ardent and 
zealous whig during the revolution. He commanded a 
reigiment of mililia under general Sullivan upon the 
Rhode Island expedition, and aAerwards became a brig, 
adier general. In 1774-76 he was a member of the 
Committee of Safety, and belonged to the fint General 
Court after the British evacuated Boston. 

Subsequently he represented the town in General 
Court for several years; and was chosen to the Con^ 
vention for framing the constitution of the State. 

He was appointed by Washington the first naval of. 
Seer In this District, which place he held fmm 1789 
^0 1812. 

He died in 1817, at the advanced age of 89. 

NATBAaifiL Tracy was a membant of liberal educa. 
ion, who graduated at Harvard college In 1769. He 
ifterwards transacted business upon an extensive scale 
n this, his native town, and was distiogubhed for his 
latriotlsm, liberality of character, refinement of man- 
ors, and hospitality.^ 

Beside these men, who, by mason of their pmfes* 
Ion, their situation, or the offices they held, rightly 
re esteemed public pmperty, many others might, be 
lentioned, highly dUtinguished for their private virtues. 

^•jjjsailoa^oaw aov bahaigi le and h tesapM 1^ Jmm 
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William CoodIm, and otben will long be gratefully re. 
membered bjr their fclloif citlsciii, for thnt dig;ilt7 of 
character a« men and a« roer<*.li'ial>«, «thich exalied the 
Dama and the Ibrtnnef ol* TTe^vbiir^port in the mitioa. 

Newbnryport ha« proved, but too frequentlj, the 
BorKerjr of talented men, who ha?e emigrated el^where 
for the enjoyment of more liberal rewaiilj than it« meant 
afford. Of the many iodiridaals, whosa fortane* illut* 
tmie this remark, Kis'o, Pcfiauis, JACK^toif, Wnrrc, Kairp, 
and PicapoaT are livlngp exaroplen. Three of these 
have attainel rf*pa(alion no pre- eminent a^ to fanction 
the iotrodaction of a short account of their lives In this 
place. 

Charlcs Jacksoit, the son of Jonathan Jackson, was 
bom In Neivburyport In 1776. He was graduated at 
Cambridge In 1793; and af\i>r ftndying the science of 
law under Parson*, went Into practice In Newburyporl. 
His emln#ni natural qua! iftca lions for •nccess In his pro- 
fession, and his nniiring induftry and devotedness In the 
dischargft of its dutie«, dre«v (o him the public confiileoce 
at an early age. He quickly rwt to the front ranks of 
the bar, and brcame secomf only to his great master In 
lorensle diMinctlon Shortly before the latter was 
raised to the bench, he removed to Boston, and soppll* 
•d, as no other person could do, the vacancy In prac- 
tise left by hU withdrawal from the profession. 

He continued sedulously engaged In the highest and 
beat legal bu^lnes* of the State until 1813, when, iipo» 
the death of Theodore Sedgwick, he nras appointed to 
be a justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts. 

To ascribe to hi|b the highest character In this new 
station would only be to repeal the unanimous volce*of 
the bar and the public. His were not merely the ordU 
nary points of jitdici^l excellence. Inda^try, — Impar* 
tiallty,— ^patience,— 4icutenesii,«-jnndical erudition, were 

aualltles, which he exhibited in no common degree... 
iot the depth, cleamoM, and comprehension of bis 
Tiews were still more remarkable. His earnest devot- 
edness to the functions of his station affected his health 
so seriously, that. In 1023, he went abroad to regahi it, 
resigafaig his oflke. In England he was hooofed with 
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the respect and confidence of lord Stowell, and other 
eminent jurists. 

In 1824 he returned to this country, and has now re« 
sumed the practise of his profession in Bnfion as counsel, 
r Kvrus i^iiffo was born at Scarborough in Maine. 
He received his first dcq^iee at Harvard college in 
1777 ; and immediately began the stndy of law in New* 
buryport under the care of Theophilus Parsons. On 
completing his studies, he was admitted to the bar in 
Essex County, and opened an office In this totrn. 

His great talents fpeedily raised him to distinction in 
his profeMlon and in politics. A few years ai\er com* 
roencing practice, he was chosen to re present the to wn 
in the General Court of Massachn«effs ; soon aiier 
which he wai elected a member of Congress under the 
•Id CQnfedcration. 

Thenceforth his progress to eminence was rapid and 
sore. He soon removed to the state of New York ; and 
received continual marks of public confi^lence. With* 
out attempting to give an accurate and detailed account 
of the various stations he filled, it is sufficient to say 
that, after a distingui«hed career in Congress, he was in 
1796 appointed minister plenipotentiary to the court of 
St Jamei by general Wasihington. 

Mr. King acted In this capacity until 1803. Although 
a change in the administration had, in the mean time, 
taken place at home, his conduct was nevertheless such 
as in a great measure to gain the approbation of both 
parties. He diKU»>ed in a full and satisfactory manner 
all the questions of maritime law. In which America was 
interested. To the subject of impressment he paid 
particular atlcntlob, and made great progress In secor* 
ing an arrangement, which would have contributed ei« 
sentiallv to the protection of our seamen. 

Mr. king, after his return^ continued attached to the 
federal party. Out although opposed to the measures 
ot Mr. Madison, yet, like Samuel Dexter, he supported 
the government during the war. 

After the restoration of neace, he received the suf- 
frages of the legislature or New York for the office of 
senator in Congren. He remained in the station until 
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IStSy wImb Im was a lecoiMl time appolDted oilaiftor !• 
Great Britain. 

Haf tog resigned this office on accconnt of bit de« 
clioing bealtih he lia« lalclj rrtamed to Amerleaf be- 
ing tocceeded bj Albert Galbitio. 

Jacob Paanirt was bom at Newboryport JqIj 9th 
1766. His father, Matthe«v Perliinf, fu a lineal de- 
scendant of one of the first settlers of lp«irlch and lived 
to the adf anced age of ninety. After receiving a com* 
mon school edacatlon, be Hecame apprentice to a g<^ld* 
tmlth ; and soon displayed Iho^ extraordinary HiTontWe 
powers in mechanics, which hare elerated him to dli- 
Unction. 

At the age of twenty one, he was employed, when 
others arlisU bad tailed, to make dies for the copper 
coinage of Itfawachiisettt under the old confederation. 

At twenty four he inrenti^d th^ nail machine, which 
cut and head<*d naiiit at one operation. 

His mechanical geuios wafi now fnll|r do? eloped ; and 
for twenty yeari and upwards, he continned to multiply 
useful inventions In the arts with a-facility truly astoo- 
Ishing. Hi.i Ingenuity In making a plate for bank notes 
Incapable ot l^ing counterfeited, and In discovering 
the art of SAfteniog and hardening steel at pleasure, was 
particuiarly useful to the public. The latter dlKovery 
opened a wide field for the labors of the engrarer and 
*eii to many happy rcsnits. 

It would be endless to r^^count the g^at number of 
iseful or ioffenious inventions, which he was constantly 
iroduciog during the latter part of his residerice in 
n America. His talents foun<l, tor a time^ a wider field 
for their dlsploy in Philadelphia, wbitlier he removed 
from Newburyport. After residing there several 
rears, he crossed the Atlantic, and is now exercisii% 
his genius In Rngland,-*the great theatre for the exhi- 
bition and encouragement of abilities like his. Besides 
many things of merely phiiosophical InterasL which be 
has there been teaching to the teachers of the world, 
be has also made some signal improvement* In the 
ateam-engine, the great mechanical agent of oMideni 
times. His inventions hi the arts of engraving and to 
eallfo-prlothigi avongother things, have been ancceas 
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procoring hii the ^'^^tliT^^^L'i!'^^' "^ 
awn aod greatett noble. •/ BrtMa * ""^ 

•m'oLt S.K& lirin' \' •"» '■'»• 

•«m SiiSr "•"'" .f^~»««' with thta ^U Ji 

w ine toiro, a it remaikiible, on the olber band h«ir 

andflfJi mr'^r"'' "^'"""^ *^^ J«k*,n,^,kr2 
fiS«.V* J "'t \ P«"n'»'e<» to cUlm any .hare In bh 

^»-i!«5^i. "^ P"«»e«9«>« maollneM of iharacter 
2. -^wi""' profewlonal dtoUncllon, or poWic bS 

t«li^ .?• m"^"' "*' dtacrlmlnatlon dbplajed Xll^ 
■ottc«dr-htd (he/ beea enadmaMd for their >«* 
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,,on.-tbeir .ub..q«.»t J^.^" •- "b.« Jr^^i^i 

focm. H«d tby.P'"«^J*^„S bm bee. Ihilr fo- 
wbo e«n ••J b** a"««»* ^,, „r ihelr being *o ioon 
,ure felet »«»"«'' l*"*"':;/'^^ t^lh^\L benefit 
the objecu of pnbHc w'^f^* f?!l,), ^t a period of 
of experience «d ?"«'«"' ^^heSb^ntfwely nnd 
life, If ben hope wm ^'«''' T*^' ?," 7eeHn« md pnr- 
ionfidentlj In .he ardor 'J J^'!^* % ,he^e, «. Im- 
poiei. Tho. they "'"J-^'i * /'fii iwerTo^ which 

qoaint •«£•"« *,'.r«^ereboni with them, «»»• •«>» 

proTO Ihrt the pnbjlc confidence ^ »« J^J „ ,^y 
rif log genermlloiif t 

. Tn»ito«'» wfe of nit, toi. I, ^ *it- 
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THE chief aim of tlie autlior, io iliii worlc, it nam- 
iiYe« aod not tpeculatioo. Bat, in approacliing tlic con* 
cla«iou of ity he cravei indulgence ior a iew remarlu 
Connected with a topic most interesting to him and to 
bit feliow citiscntt nameW, the condition and proflpecta 
of the toifn. He claims no authority for his reflections 
npon this suhject ; and wubmitf theoi oolv as ti*e solitai/ 
opinions of an iiulividnal| haYiog but limited means of 
observation. 

' The rise of Newbnfyport to w eaith aod consequence 

• was extremely i-apid. Tiiis elevatirm wai not capable 
of being aMribeii entirely, or for the greater part, to 
intrinsive, local, or peculiar sources of |iro«|ji!rity. As 
obferred in a prc^io h chapter, we had not the extra* 
ordinary advanti«|(C, > >i'ch New Orleans a i.} Neir York 
pOAsesf, of being lh^n^<• •'•I depot Oi'im Immense interim 
or country of unexMm2>H>il f(E>rtiiicy and nchnoss. Th^re 
were no inexhaodiibie cor'.l oiioes wrought i.i (l>e tows . 
or Its Yicinity, as at Birmlagiiaii^ ol '^latichc'.er, to la* 
cilitate the estabiisbmcDt ol' maoulactui Ih 4 X7ur bad 
we, within bur narrow six hundred acres nt tcrrjiur^," 
the walerfaiU of the Patuclcet oc t^'-* Powomt, to W sub- 
jected, by human art, iot'.ie notfVpt utijoci'* of human 
conYenleoc|to, indust.y, and happiu ^^i^. OVi*. pr.«, uf/ur !o* 
Cal advantages Extended but iittl. tieyood tlii: «l:igie 
bosiri'*u of ship*boili!ing. ' . ^ 
From what, then,' spronfr the prot>|*eroi*« energies and 

. the speed/ Increase of the ln%to, in li» lest ds^s?.^ 
They arosjr, it is heU^vtd, mmii/y, I'rcm rhe whUen, co« 
terprise, and good fortune of |u citiz* i^, iu se!'ii>(^ ipso 

^flhe prdpitious opporrmiiticis affontcfi i«j ibc siio.:i}on of 
the United States. Newborypfri iv^e with iW. tern* 
ttieicUl rise of ihni coouty^ and wUu that aloius licpt 
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\ MM w«e. Tme It it, tiut th« town itood MMMwhat 
to 2fC«^ ta the celerity of iU progre«, of the Mttoa 
M SSTtiA^ tbto «l».niment, it it repotted, we moit 
IkrlbSJ. to the cb.«ct.r of it. »;«'.Wt.«t.r-wW<A »{£ 
rteplo iMofactoro contributed to «»«7«>X„liS£ 
a«^ «•• In maritime commerce, and in tbe artt nb- 
eidiarr to, wkI dependant npon, «"»«'«»« «^''?^ 
aS Seir .kill InShip-bolldlng, ^'^^^^^ ^/J^^^ 
. ndTantage for that manufaclore, empowered *•« »• 
more M»iljr to gain the .tart of other placMln marine 
S2S. For tb».*bo.loe« bad enabled them to .c««».» 
Wetomec«plt.L It made " ea.jr, atoo, with n T«y 
malletpeoiB of ontfit, to obtain • bottom for the »«-• 
S^rtallon of good.. And by placing the «"«•»• of for. 
ff commeL. conttaot^y Wore tUe eyet of the peo^ 
pEin tbethape of their tuple prodoct, it natnraHy 
Cpted tSemXe more to adTonture in maiiUme tp«> 

'iW matter, .tood, •• l«-« •• 'he won^rfolcom- 
nerciS p«.perlty onbto coaotry laated. Durlnj thto 
B«tad when the neitnil po.lllon of Amenca wa. to 
K'rdSry, w nnp.r*lle»ed |n the h|«t<»T .•^hTS: 
. S«^, onr cllten. p«hed their •J«°\'«r jV** Jj 
bml The profiu of commerce were Jmmente. . w« 
Km tb. cwrilM uade of the whole unlrerw, almort, 
. tro.H.S^ X promlmitru) the Ejjrop-B «do.i<* 

.'lioni of onr abundance to o»ejflowlng. *"• '■J^. 

• STn^chanlcof tlie Merrimac fomul a "••"W^/"^' 

. .2LScture:-tbe enterpritlog »«'«»»»»«••"•}£ 

vu «!Li nn eaw term., and in a Tory . abort period IM 

laolTir^^whoToHfloal co^ Al'SoMl 
«nte rf todnt^y co«.ecti3 with «'»• -f •^'~« *- 
athnoUted to the highert degree, and wjlTerwl pr«h 
jS5r Md M e-y Scq-itltlo- of ncompejencirer. 

n?r'a5'£i»«K. toon b^£j.--^^^^ 
S;«poly of ~'»>? «»^"2S? JnKS b«g*?tp 4*,. 
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* filled, they hare eontiQaedl (o be erer since, f he/ 
begao to be more directly' tapplled with foreign numa* 
fiictareff thereby dimlnifhiog tbe profits of oar coot 
merce with Europe. And do slight iojory was sustain- 
ed by oor commerce, In coosei(aence of the disorders in 
the West Indies occasioned by the French reYolof ion. 

Bot the deadly blow to oar commercial prosperity 
was more directly strach by tbe insolence and cupidity 
of the great belligerents of Europe. Without entering 
"into the broad question whether the system of restric* 
tiods on our commerce adopted by the government 
was or was not vindicated by tbe issue, thus much may 
be confidenfiy affirmed : our goremment was forced in* 
to It by the injustice of foreign powers. It was a choice 
of OTiis. England,— ^France,.~Uoiland, — Naples,— .Den- 
marky^were committing the most flagitious depreda* 
tiooii upon the property dI our citizens. They were 
heap ng insult upon insult, and injury upon injuiy^— 
They were sweeping our ships from the ocean with 
fearful rapacity, and profligate disregard of every lawy 
divine or human. This it was, which drove our gov 
enment into that series of restrictive measures, fiMlly 
terminated in #ar. During that calamitous period, our 
seamen were thrown out of employment ; our tradeca 
lost their customers ; the farmersi who had looked to us 
for foreign commodities, and of whom w^ had pur* 
chased lumber, and provisions, left our market, and, 
onr merchants were compelled to sit down idly and see 
their ships rotting in the docks.* True it is that, had 
the uncalculatiog enterprise of our capitalists been left to 
Itself, their ships and property would have been cap* 
tared or condscated abroad ; and the millions of our for- 
eign claims would have been swelled incalculably f but, 
in either alternative, the loss must have been, as it was, 
deplorable. * • 

In the midst of all these misfortunes came die fire of 
181 1, whi<$h destroyed' a great amount of oolr property, 
and diverted too much of what remained from more 
profitable channels into the form of buildings. But a 

conflagrationi destructive . as it may be of property, Is 
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aot ofa aatmn l» predoee m pemiuMit iajatf to Ui« 

coMUa of •«>■ repiJrinB *•»• *«»V "J ■ "I™?**"* 
SmT OTcob!-. itte fire^^ h.y. b«d Iwlpw- 
llal tadiMM*. ta prodoelBf Uw deoliM of BBUbmyr 

Sit Th. t«>^ duBc«iv to >« "»"^ ««5":; 

Um rwllf ■•rtfc* •■ ««"•'» 1^ »'»/ N«wb«yport 
dw oiuli- lupr-ptig-. -^ ««"— ,i»i"'J?3 

>U Iha UVMTUT «»« »f mlrfortnM mllodtd to W 
mJS to^SJS W« .l»ll «t bxl th- «ptai«Uo. Of 
toto poW 6U» (ift of 1811, -orjB ft. •»*«r' «^ 

■ Uwmr. It k to b6 MOfht fiwtbor. Now-Yorkiirf 
Bltm h.w growB w rtpWIy -^ *» P'HITljJ 

* thoM MrtricUow on wmmrco w» uken "J •• •«{ 
did belbn. ftit tiriow tircwmunce* coolribotod to 
SJJj UU taMww of Nmwbnryport, - 1. ««» to "taO- 



^ CMfiwToor «i»li-Uoo to TeMoIi of tho toaltar cli*l i 
ud. wotruj to »hot wM cutoiwry twenty jom ifo* 

if lin "•••it Tho fidb ood nrUM hi tho Morri- 
S^dMitocldlfficoU/. Thoyd«prl«»oftb. 

S Mtonl roMrt, lo BmIoo. ThU dbtdwotMB »lBht 

tbB taoTt^lked «r caool •rooiri tho rodwliitag oWnic- 

Ef oVt null «t-port competo*. to gnmt di»d«nty , 

Zm .« W t.«l to .«11ow op other, ta ^ tIcWJ. 
Thh law of (riJo hM ondoobtodly oponWd totbo yort- 

ueoi^ ckM hi y«Mchoi«lt» Uy, It W ""■•'J*??" 
iSTSL iBflWH* rf Bo.l«i. Tbor. or* ««»«;"•«•?- 
S«to ihh t««k, >«d tlwyrweopilo- ;««i5*^ 
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by iheir posHuIon of the xtbtAt-Gihtrj, Salem, aba, 
' hid lu Mraotage ia the East India trade, to long «* that 
coBllnaed pecaliarlj lucrallre. Bui tbo bail eOrcti of 
ths vicinity of Boston are cooitanttj andierlootly eipe- 
rleoced hero, \a leudiog tbe Imporler to make ulei of 
hrge cargoss, or beaTj good*, almoil voiforMliy in 
Botton ; aa t tho retailer lo- rewrt Ibera for hli •appllei. 
" Wilblo the lait Gfteeo yean, many other toim* along 
'the tea-oout of Neir Eagiand have entered into com- 
petition irilh Ihi*, hi what fotmerly canttltuted a rery 
. Important part ofiti btvlaeu,' oamely, the etportatlon -. 
'of lumber and fitb, end the carria^ of the products of 
• the Wett Indie* lo a tnariieL The competition hu,/ 
of coar*e, la all catet dlmlnlibed tho proGti. And fort. * 
land asd other placet In Maine canotpoit liimber at Iota ■ 
'cbarg* than onrtelvet, and iborefore to greater adtan-, ^ 

tage- 
- All Ihew different ceoMt hare Ibelr laflnence; BaC;--j 
-the moit efficient and comprehentive roatoo ol the de-'-.* 
•dine of the town it, In tmtb, the immooM allerallon of " 
the general Condition of buiineM during the laat filleoD 
yean. The whole of Europe, with tlie exception of* 
Iti eslrome euMm region*, It In a tlato of peace. ' Vo . 
are no longer tho carrion for Iti naoy naliont. 'Ths 
'ephera of onr commercial enlerprize It wonderfully 
narrowed. Our capital it now drtieo into newcbaDoolf, \ 
and the entire clrcleoriherelalloDiofboiineMandtrada J 
hai uadergono a radici) reTolation. Foreign commerca ' 
now roquirct a larger capita] than formerly, anil Ibo 
profitt on It are Icn. We are beginning to perceive 
and appreciate the Importance of encoomglog and pro- 
toctfng domeilic loduiry, for the nott lalMbtilial rea> 
•ona; nod if we did not, Ibo Impoatlbilily of employing 
all the retoorcet of the aountry Id commerce koum 
force open 6iir eye* . to tec the neceitlty of inTettIng b 
portion of It In minnfacturei. . Here, iben, we iofo oar 
popuiutioA, nliilit other loirni gain It. Botteo, for In- 
'itance, by reaioa of thd Immense accamulatiOD of wMtlb . 
,. ''in the hand* of Iti bbabltitatii^ becomet, bj the law* of 
. - paliUcnleconaiT)y,aper&iaoeatmailetaii well for doDMl* 
-tlo maAiirncture* and prod actttM for Imported aiUdaa. 
. ^AiDCfiba/jf , Lowell, t)ortr, art tbi alta of «H ' 
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Aetorleii tod (hither our mechaolet and trtden emU 
grate, foHowiDf the conceotratlou of capital, w hererer 
It takes place. But we, on the other hand, hare D'either ■,. 
aataral sites for maoafactories, nor that Immense acc<i« 
nalatlon of riches, which should secure lo os, at presentt 
the means of successful competition, with any of thoee . 
places, to which the recent ref otutlons in the cooduct : 
of business hare Imparted such great accession of wealth: 

or population. . ^. ... • 

If these remarks are entitled to any weight, they my 
ierve to reconcile 4is to the dimunltlon of population and 
of taiable property^ which a comparison bi the state of 
the town in 1810 and 1820 exhibits, by showing that it . 
was inefiUbie.^ No efforU of our own could hare pre- 

. vented It . Some Injudicious kinds of trade were, it Is ^ 

' true, entered upon by the citizens on the restoration ob 
peaco) whose uoprofiubieness ere long was dlscorered 

' ^ nad caused them to be abaodpned. And. had the canal , 
><" bseen constructed when it was originally projectedvlt * 

'i wonl4 hare undoubtedly ei^larged our trade, and might 
.also hare been used advantageously for the location of- 
manufactpries. But these things were not the great 
" causes of the check lo our prosperity. For after all, th# 

S resent, condition of the town Is by no meant asUft of 
ecllne. It has not now the riches, the population, or 
•' the buslness,whlch It once possemed. But It is no worse 
• off than many other seaports on4he Mew-fingland coast 
ot the same general description. And its actual sUte U 
:•• not so much a state of decline, as of slow and gradual, 
bat sure, consolidation and adrancement- We Amer* 
leans, and especially we New-Englanders, are an enter- 
-prUiog, reltless. Impatient race. We art not content 
with living, or Uflng well with long continued indnetnri 
as In the old countries. We are ambitious to nak» 
large fortunes, and to make thank qulcWy, wd as It 
were extempore. .. Our national and indi?idual energies 
ha?e been evokeil by a sort of unnatural and^^ot-bed 
brocessofdevelopement. "And, while the Inhabitant! of 
Newburyport haT^tia* nl^t remarkable manna^.at a^ 
former period, bean thus hurxted on 16 prosperity, thej 
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But the author feels admohlihed that these remarks 
hare been pursued at su.€clent length. It Is more 
grateful to inquire how the tvwtf might be enabled to 
regAin its ancient standing. But there \% no royal road, 
no convenient short cot, to national wealth or public 
prosperity. It Is pleasing to reflect, as stated in a pre- 
ceding chapter, that while some occupations are in a less 
thriving state than formerly, yet others are much im- 
proved. The asherioi and the coast-wlse trade of the 
town, departments of industry every way preferable. In 
respect to questions of political economy, over foreign 
commerce, have steadily gained upon the Utter, In 
profitableness and in amount of tonnage. To be spe^di* 
ly restored to its old prosperity,- some great revolution . 
must Uke plac^, either In external affairs, or in the in- 
temai resources of the town. Such a revolution in for- 
elgn affairs is a most improbable event. But the crea. 
tion of sites for manufactories in the place, or the es. 
tablisbmeot here of any speciisi of manufacture which 
do not require the application of water-power, would 
produce a revolution in the internal resources of New- 
buryport. Whether such a thing is practicable or not 
is too wide an inquiry to be pertinent or otherwise proo. 
er in this connexion. But the facility and usefulneM & 
extending the manufacture of vessels are too promlnont 
and obvious to bass unnoticed, in any consideration of 
the means of stimulating our domestic industrv bv ade- 
quate rewards. ^ ^ . 

It desenres, also, to be mentioned here*, that Newbu. 
ryport possesses uncommon advantages for annuitanti 
and for all penons living upon small capital or upon 
^xed incomes, t unites the benefits of town and coun- 
try. Its population, being considerable and compact, is 
suited for social intercoune, and for all the purposes of 
the concentraUon of mankind into towns. It possesses 
the means of easy ao.l direct communication to the sea. 
to the interior, and to the remotest paru of the United 
States, east, west, or south. It is but five hours rida 
fromnhe capital of iVew. England.' Living is remark J 
Wy cheap, because being the market- town of a conoid* 
. erable asrricultural distritt, and lying cunUgubus ta the 
^eaa, th^ ito;^ly ^n aiUcle of tasta. or necessto * 
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whose price ii eohanced to the Inhabltanti bjr land«car« 
riage. In additioa to thii, the lowaett of rents remoret 
the greatest itom ot expense which is incurred in Boa- 
ton, and other towns in similar sitaalion. So tliat for 
the retired man of boslness, or for pers:ms living upon 
salary, to whom ease, respectabilitj, and economy ere 
primary objects, few places are more deserrliif of r«« 
commendation than Newbaryport 

The moral and ploos character of the inhabltmilf, 
their simple and anpretending manners, the neatoessand' 
Mdabrity of the town, and (he eicellence of school and 
religious edocation within itself or in its immediate tI« 
cinity, are topics, in relation to which merited praise 
cooid be bestowed upon the town. Bat if Uie author 
dwelt on them, he might subject himself to the imputa- 
tion of partiality ; aai he therefore abstains. 

The true policy of communities, whether large or 
small, like the best Intorest of indiridoaUi, is to cultifato 
i^nstry, economy, regularity, temperance, end the high- 
er principles of Tirtue, a?id to obey the dictates of pure 
rel^ioQ. Without this policy, all adrantages of locali^| 
or circumstances, or fortune, and all the accumulated 
blesaings of the richest soil, the healthiest climate, and 
the most transceodant bounties of nature, are utterly us- 
aTaillog to confer prosperity upon a nation, a stato, or n 
*towo. And with this policy, Of ery thing else is easy of 
.accomplishment The most sterile soil may be coorert* 
ed Into a garden, and the Wilderness caused * to bloom as 
1 rose.' Commerce, tae arts, literature, may be made to 
pour forth their golden streams of plenty^ and coflsfort, 
and refinement, to enrich the land. For there It a se- 
4 cret of public welfare, which political eicpnomy doee 
not teach. It lies at the foundation of ' every prosper- 
^'eus community, and It is cawable of retrierang the oiost 
' adrerse fortones. Thouga it be not learMd to the 
^:'^ iichools, the fato of empires and the desttolee of. mao- 
.. kind Impress it visibly upon the faoe of. the unWeiee.— » 
- It is, unwavering obedience to the lessons 'of 'msirall^ 
>«»and pifty. Be this the nobto ainiy'tlieii, U all ditf. no* 
• tioM< ...-' . ; , ■ ••.V* •: A- .;••'::;4•^^. 
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gnatert ara ud pomt pMrioto,-irhoB (Ui tr ut oth. 
•r coQotiy hM kaowa : «M.»r«^«ii. 

»hl??'"' T^^^ ^^ ■^»" '^ • •»"• •««•■ from 
, •«««"»««>•««» l»»oc of one qaarter of the siobe • 
too high Bijuled to eodore the deUl.Uoo.of th".5h. 
fn; DowoMloif echoMo coontry, with room eaoiwb Tor 
Mrdeiceodaai. to the thooModth ud thouwodth g.ner- 
•tloo; entertalolog « doe .eiMe of o»reqa«lrjghtto the 
MeofoarowofMoUlestothe •codUitioo. ofooroOT 
todMtiy, to honor and confidence from oar felloir.citU 
»o^ reialtlojr not from birth, bat from oar .cUon. wd 

^^rl2!!?1 "i"^ L •»»»f»»t«'»«« fcy • bonis- rellgi^ 
P"5««> «"*»«<« •nd pmctiMd in varioas fom., rft all 

?I^«^'^?"f"^r''"»*^' troth, te«perZe/^S 
tode,«ndtheIoTeofm«i; .eknowledging «nd ^J^ring 
•n orerrolbig Prorldence, which by .11 lu di.peo«iUoS 

M?S2SJl!l'* ■^. •• "^^wwy to tnke 0. • heppx 
and proeperon. people r ■ . rtt 
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